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l^ad|Hfo^w«s Pafsstinian currency model 

•TEL’AVrV (AFP) — Israeli Finance Minister Avraham Shohai has 
|M toward fti model of the Scottish pound fora symbolic Palestinian 
. eamxg in the occupied tern tones during the five-year interim period 
of antoooiny. ^We don't think the currency must be the «h»y»i or the 
iSnaP 1 Scottish hanks issues their own pound notes with the same 
-Ytfue,*Uhc pound sterling, but the Bank of England is the controlling 
"authority. Mr. Shohat leads the Israeli delegation in talks with the 
Wanne Liberation Organisation (PLO) in Paris on economic aspects 
of die imple m e n ta ti on of the Sept. 19 autonomy deal. Israeli sources 
id Paris, have predicted an economic agreement as early as next week 
wfcUe'UQcs on. second issues have bit , the rocks and are only due to 
resume Monday after lengthy bickering. :The atmosphere is good.” 

Mr. Shohat said of the Pans sessions. 
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Iraqi official in Turkey for oil talks 

‘ANKARA (R) — A senior Iraqi official arrived in Turkey Friday for 
polithal talks on a Turkish- Iraqi oil pipeline dosed since the Gulf 
crisis in 1990, the Anatolia news agency said. Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
Undcr-Sccretuy Riyaift At Qaysi said at Ankara airport that he was 
reach' to discuss any topic Turkish officials would bring up, Turkish 
officials say the talks wffl mainly deal with he matter of emptying the 
twin od pipdtocs from Iraq's KMuk oilfields to Turkey's Mediterra- 
nean terminal at YumurtaHk. in Jjnc with a U.N. embargo on Iraq, 
Turkey shut the pipelines soon after Baghdad invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. ft warns to dram ah estimated 9.2 million barrels of Oil 
trapped inside the pipes to prevent corrosion. The pipelines must be 
flushed and refilled for correct maintenance until regular flow is 
resumed, Turks say. Around J.7 mittibn barrels of the oil belongs to 
Iraq and the rest is owed to Turkey. Foreign Ministry Hikmet Cetin 
has said the U.N. Security fomiri l would decide on the disposition of 
Iraq s share. Ankara urges Iraq to comply with U.N. demands to scrap 
its weapons of mass destruction so that die oil and trade embargo on 
Baghdad can be lifted. 
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Jordan and PLO sign economic agreement 
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3 days of talks produce framework 
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- ; By Wafa Amr 

ajpewai to did Jordan Times 

AMMAN . — After three days 
jfeanftidtis deliberations, Jor- 
dan arid the Palestine Libera- 
tor Organisation (PLO) Fri- 
day signed ah economic coop- 
iratiPojH^rcement setting form 
rehtioto between - the King- 
dom and the '‘liberated Palesti- 
totoferritories” during a five- 
year interim period. 

, economic agreement, a 
copaptomise. between basic 
Jordanian arid Palestinian posi- 
tfotis, comprises a broad 
ftattevforit for cooperation in 
tile fields of banking and 
flioluey, trade, labour force, 
farestjnetit, tourism, pustoms 
mi taints as well as security 
bolder issues and re- 
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-l ^Thhr agreement has been 
coftiunatroa of strenuous 
mint ■efforts that we both 
engaged * seriously in,” Dr. 
Jtylraid Anani, Minster of State 
fag Cabmet Affairs and Minis- 
tetof Information, said'. “I can 
say tt is a very good agreement, 
which is the start of a new 
pfifcse of continued and practic- 
al cooperation and coordina- 
tor/' • 

/ Ijr. Anani, addressing a 
prtss conference, focused on 
toe ' practicality of the accord 
nd the difficult task it. took 
txrfh sides to actually arrive at 


signing it after a long delay. 
The original pact was jointly 
drafted last September. It was 
amended in October. But PLQ 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's jus- 
tification for delaying ratifies- . 
don pf the draft agreement was 
that he could not commit him- 
self to any agreements before 
he was assured of Israeli with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho 
and before the Palestinian au- 
thority was established in the 
■ "liberated Palestinian territor- 
ies." 

The takeoff point for the 
week's negotiations which led 
tothe economic accord was the 
PLO’s agreement to put off the 
issue of confederation until 
Palestinians living in the occu- 
pied territories • regain their 
right to self -determination and 
free choice. 

Last week. His Majesty King 
Hussein called on the PLO to 
.drop the word “confederation” 
and put it Off until Palestinians 
could choose their relationship.- 
freely without any imposition 
from the leaderships. «■ 

Mr. Nashashibi said the 
PLO agreed that confederation 
“would-be determined by the 
free will of our two- peoples at 
the right time and that 'the 
economic agreement was a ’ma- 
jor phase leading to tha^t con- 
stitutional relation;” ? 

Dr. Anani explained that 
Palestinians, and' Jordanians 


should concentrate on coor- 
dination now and on develop- 
ing relations because both have 
more pressing issues to deal. 

“Thank G 04 , we have set 
the basic foundation on the 
right path leading to practical 
and serious -coordination which 
can be translated into practical 
steps that will positively affect 
the national interest of the 
Palestinian people, the Jorda- 
nian people and joint interests 
of both .peoples,” Dr. Anani 
said in the joint press confer- 
ence be held with Mohammad 
Zuhdi Al Nashashibi, chief of 
the P]LO’s Economic Depart- 
ment, following the signing 
ceremofty. 

Dr. Saeed Al Tal, deputy 
prime minister, minister of 
higher education and head of 
the Jordanian delegation to the 
economic talks with the PLO, 
'signed the economic agree- 
ment with the head of the 
Palestinian delegation, Farouk 
Kaddoumi, at the Foreign 
Ministry Friday noon. Aigu- # 
ments on the wording con- 
titaued until the last minutes 
before signing. 

“It took both rides a lot of 
effort and long hours before 
reaching this agreement which 
reflects no contradictory 
wishes but unified aspirations 
that reflect the linkage and . 
unified interests of people East "• 
and West of the River Jor- 



Both sides voice satisfaction 
and pledge closer coordination 


Deputy Prime Minister Saed Al Td( right) Friday 
■dialog hands with Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Political Department Chief 


Farouk Kaddoumi after three days of talks at the 
Foreign Ministry (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


dan.” 

Both Dr. Anani and Mr. 
Nashashibi said the agreement 
between the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan and the PLO 
organises economic relations 
between Palestine and Jordan, 
with priorities focused on faci- 
litating and reopening of bran- 
ches of the Jordanian banks in 
the occupied territories, moni- 
toring financial and monetary 
policies, for which a joint tech- 
nical committee would be set 
up. They also said they have 
agreed on continuous and in- 


tensive coordination and acti- 
vating the joint committees 
which would be dealing with 
pressing issues stated in the 
agreement as priorities. 

Mr. Nashashibi stressed that f 
agreement had been reached 
on dose and intensive coor- 
dination in pushing the peace 
process forward in a way that 
would safeguard the interests 
of the two countries, especially 
the implementation of Palesti- 
nians' rights to return, to self- 
determination, and to setting 
up an independent Palestinian 


state with Jerusalem as its 
capital. 

Dr. Anani said the accord 
meets the aspirations of both 
peoples and their expected 
challenges. It also takes into- 
consideration factors of im- 
plementability and execution 
on toe ground, he said. 

The time spent on delibera- 
tions during the past three days 
has given both rides ample 
time to discuss issues in detail 
“which created joint under- 
standing for the nature of de- 
velopments and to enable us tq 


include ideas that could be 
implemented rather than 
words that cannot be trans- 
lated into action,” he said. 

Dr. Anaiii said it was' of 
utmost importance for both 
sides to reach this economic 
agreement at this period of 
time because of “tremendous 
pressures exerted on Jordan, 
and many attempts that aim at 
driving a wedge and ending the. 
Paiestinian-Jordani&n rela- 
tionship, which would lead us, 
God forbid, to different and 
separate ways which would not 
help either of us to teach our 
objectives.” 

King Hussein bad issued a . 
“last chance" warning to the 
PLO to coordinate with Jordan 
before it was too late to save 
the comprehensiveness of the 
Middle East peace negotia- 
tions or attempts to isolate the 
PLO from the rest of the 
Arabs. 

Dr. Anani said the agree- 
ment reached between the two 
rides “comforts many people 
in Jordan and in Palestine who 
were anxiously awaiting such a 
step to allay their- concerns 
over current and future rela- 
tions between Jordan and the 
Palestinians.” 

• Dr. Anani and. Mr;. 
Nashashibi said the economic 
accord differs little from -the 
previous draft reached last 
October. 


Observers said Jordan 
obviously compromised on the 
issue of banking in return for 
the PLO's signature. PLO offi- 
cials said minor amendments 
were made to the original draft 
which appeased the PLO's de- 
sire for recognition. The PLO’s 
main objection to the 
Jordanian-Israeli memoran- 
dum of understanding concern- 
ing the reopening of Jordanian 
bank branches in the West 
Bank was that the banking 
agreement neglected the 
Palestinian authority in the 
occupied territories and bypas- 
sed the PLO as the political 
authority there, according to 
PLO officials. This economic 
pact, they said, recognised the 
Palestinian authority in the ter- 
ritories and it became a partner 
to the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) in reopening bank bran- 
ches in the West Bank. 

“We have insisted on chang- 
ing some articles in the original 
draft. We ended up with minor 
changes and slight modifica- 
tion in the wording," said one 
PLO official. He said some of 
.the original draft's articles 
were removed completely 
since they were not considered 
priorities that have to be dealt 
with during the interim period. 

Dr. Anani said that banking 

(Continued on page 5) 
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destabilise Libya’ 

VALETTA (AFP) — Britain 
nohly trying to ensure the fair 
trial of tiro Lockerbie bombers 
and is nipt seeking to remove 
die Libyan government Brit-, 
tt foreign Secretary Douglas 
Held said here Friday. “We 
are jflot lnvolved in seeking to 
destabilise or change the gov- 
ernment' of Libya,” Mr. Hurd 
Md journalists after meeting 
woth Maltese leaders. “We be- 
Jfeve- there should be a fair 
l>jaL”;:Mr. Hurd currently on 
m way -back to London after a 
visit to tthe Middle East (see 
■ffm 3)^, also warned that the 
Middle ^East must avoid a 
.^sterile period” in .the peace 
ffocess because “time is not on 
•the sde qf peace.'-' He added 
toe unrest in the Gaza Strip 
.jwi not .going to last forever 
- atkfihat negotiators msut per- * 
-itat in their talks. 

*. »■ 

;Top Libyan official 
55S tfarisSTunlsfa t 

^*5 TUNIS (R)— Major Khot&Jdi 
TJL* Hawfoi, fe member of Libya's 
on vLi '-five-man leadership headed by 
T* /Moammar Qadhafi, is in.Tuni- 
: ;sto for talks, tfae'Libyan embas- 
: ‘*9 foktoy. Tunisia and 

-Ubya are members the 

e PT rArab Magbreb Union (AMU), 
tong with. Algeria, Morocco 
rod. JAaq^itanui. An AMU 
sommit^updef Tunisia's pres- 
idency, p tinned for the end of 
1999^ was postp one d partly be- ' 
touse of Libya's dispute with 
toe West over the 1988 bomb- 
tog of a U.S. Jumbo jet over 
Lockerbie * Scotland.! Tonis is 
j .hying to stage The summit 
around thq end of this month. 
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goodwill’ gesture for peace 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) - — Israel released 
101 Palestinian prisoners on 
Friday in a goodwill gesture on 
the eve of the resumption of 
autonomy negotiations with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), the army 
announced. 

Police Minister Moshe Sfaah- 
a! described the move as sym- 
bolic, claiming all those freed 
had only a few days left 10 
serve and supported the peace 
process. 

: But Palestinian sources said 
of the 47 Gazans who were let 
- out, forf had between six and 
19 months of their sentences 
remaining, 18 had from one to 
six months and 25 just a few 
days. 

No breakdown was im- 
mediately available for 54 pris- 
oners from the West Bank, but 
their Gaza colleagues said 
some also had many months 
left to serve. 

After a week of bickering* 
the PLO and Israel agreed- 
Thursday to resume talks in 
the Egyptian Red Sea resort on 


Sunday or Monday to try to 
implement autonomy- m the 
Gaza . Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

• Mr. Shahal said no decision 
had been taken on further re- 
leases among the 11,000 
Palestinians in Israeli jails. 

“Everything will depend on 
the discussions which will coy- 
er this area,” Mr. Shahal told 
Israel Radio. 

Lists have been drawn up 
detailing age, health and sent- 
ence and prisoners would be 
released accordingly when the 
government gave the green 
light, Mr. Shahal added. 

The army said that those 
released Friday belonged to - 
the PLO's mainstream Fateh 
organisation led by Yassar 
Arafat. It said that only those 
“without blood on their 
hands” were being let go. 

All had- been convicted in' 
military courts before the Sept.; 
13 signing of the IsraeV-PLO ■ 
autonomy accord. 

No members of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) and Islamic Jihad 


were .among those released, 
nor were, followers of leftist 
groups within the PLO that are 
fighting the autonomy plan. 

Freedom for Palestinians 
held in Israeli prisons has been 
• a key demand of the PLO from 
the start of negotiations. 

The army said before Fri- 
day's release 4,958 Palestinians 
are held in military prisons and 
.another 3,200 are held in other 
jails. The Mandela Institute, a 
human rights group based in 
the West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah, estimates, however, that 
Israel holds 11,700 Palesti- 
nians. 

The prisoner issue is only 
one of a myriad of problems 
wonying negotiators trying to 
. bridge gaps in the Gaza- 
Jericho plan. 

Under the agreement, an 
‘ ■ Israeli troop withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho was to begin 
on Dec. 13 but it has already 
been delayed 

The mainlssues dividing the 
sides are the size of Jericho, 
control of border crossings, 
and security arrangements. 



Munir Abdul Ghani (left;), a Palestinian prisoner released Friday, b embraced by bb brother In 
the Gaza Strip (AFP photo) 
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mnlari dissident 
IMdeadln 



R) — An Iranian 
^sident has been 
'Mf-dead' in -Turkey where he 
registered by the. United 
’Potions as.^a refugee, police 
atol on Friday. Taha Kirmencfr 
Ires killed with a shot from a 
' pfetol o^ tuesday, a security 
; ofinal fo the central Anatolian 
toy of Corum said. Police said 
Several people, including Ira- 
toan ^nationals, had been de- 
, robed in connection with the 
?g. Tae Turkish Daily 
KSaid.ltinrencb had been 
a fesder-of; a faction -of the 
Ktirdfetan Democratic Party of 
tan^KDPlLTwo other mem- 
peisre the faction were lolled 
•to 'fcrkey. &st year. 


Syria hails 

Geneva 

summit 

DAMASCUS (AP) — A 
government-run newspaper 
Lid Friday that President 
Hafez Ai Assad’s Jan. 16 sum- 
mit with President Bill Clinton 
is “the most important event in 
oiir. worid today.” 

The Al Thawra daily said in 
an editorial that the Geneva 
summit is proof of Washing- 
ton’s recognition that Syrian 
tooperation « indispensable to 
aduering in the Middle East. 

“The mere idea of holding 
the summit under current in- 
ternational circunBtances of 
Syria’s role in the Middle 
East,” the newspaper said. 

The commentary also indi- 
cated the importance the Sy- 
rians attach to Mr. Assads 
meeting with Mr- Qintofl- 

It will be only the third tire 
Syrian leader has had with 
tj s. presidents since he came 
to* power in a 1970 coup and 
nttrcued a policy that put him 
at odds with the West. 


Palestinian shot dead 
after ‘suicide attack 9 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Police shot and 
tolled a Palestinian Thursday 
after he scabbed a soldier in a 
Jewish neighbourhood. 

Ran Gabai was in moderate 
condition with stab wounds in 
the neck and the chest. 

. A leaflet found on the body 
of the assailant, a resident of 
tiie occupied Gaza.' Strip, said 
the Islamic Jihad in Palestine •• 
organisation was responsible 
for the attack. 

. The hand-written leaflet 
opened with a verse from the 
Holy Koran, and said the 
suicide operation was to 
“affirm that the holy war 
against the Jews will continue 
Until the fast Zionist is slaught- 
ered.” 

Police spokesman Shmuel 
Ben-Ruby said the Palestinian 1 
grabbed the gnn of the wound- 
ed soldier mom one of the * 
paramilitary border units. The 1 
gall ant- a student from the 
West Bank university Bir Zeif, 
tried to flee, shooting once* 
but other soldiers gave chase 
and shot him near a hilltop in 


the adjacent Arab suburb of 
Shuafat. 

Mr. Ben-Ruby identified the. 
Palestinian as Ahmad Abdul 
Wahab, and said the stolen gun 
was found on his body. He did 
not have a permit to enter 
Israel from the West Bank. 

Mr. Ben-Ruby confirmed 
that the man belonged to the 
Islamic Jihad, and had in- 
tended a suicide attack. 

, The group contains some of 
the most hardcore opponents 
to the peace process. 

“I am sore that more and 
more people on both sides will 
understand that fate sooner the 
' violence is stopped the better," 
said Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Hie stabbing took place at a 
busy intersection in French 
hill, a Jewish neighbourhood 
abutting the main road to the 
city’s northern Arab suburbs. 

Police arrested 10 Jewish 
.settlers on the West Bank 
overnight after a roadblock 
protest which led to scuffles 
with soldiers, military officials 
said Friday. 


Moi says 
Sudan talks 
going well 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Kenyan 
President Daniel Arap Moi 
said Friday that preliminary 
Sudanese peace talks held here 
bad gone well following meet- 
ings among Khartoum .govern- 
ment negotiators, rebel leaders 
and four African foreign minis- 
ters. 

The talks were hosted by 
Mr. Moi as chairman of a 
six-member regional group, 
the Inter-Governmental Au- 
thority on Drought and De- 
velopment (IGADD). 

This week the foreign minis- 
ters of Kenya, Ethiopia, Erit- 
rea and Uganda, the four 
IGADD members chosen by 
the organisation to broker 
peace in Sudan, met the lead- 
ers of two rival factions of the 
rebel Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA), John 
Garang and Riek Machar. 

They also met a Khartoum 
government delegation led by 
Abdullah Deng, Mr. Moi said * 
in a statement reported by the 
Kenya News Agency. 

The brief statement gave no 
details about the outcome of 
the meetings, intended to form 
a basis for subsequent talks. 

Mr. Moi said he was “perso- 
nally pleased with the outcome 
of the meeting” and was “espe- 
cially happy that the Khartoum 
government was represented.” 


PLO urges dissident 
factions to end rift 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leadership on Friday 
urged all Palestinian factions to 
bury the hatchet and start a 
broad dialogue ahead of auton- 
omy in the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories. 

The PLO Executive Com- 
mittee said factions in the 
occupied territories and 
abroad should rally around a 
“common denominator” as 
their “first national authority 
in modern history" was becom- 
ing a reality. 

In a statement published by 
the Palestinian news agency 
WAFA, it said they could 
work to recover completely 
their “inalienable rights of re- 
turn, self-determination and an 
independent state with Jeru- 
salem as its capital. 

“Join hands to build our 
national entity... and let love 
guide our behaviour and our 
relations,” the Executive Com- 
mittee statement said. 

But 10 hardline Palestinian 
groups, including several PLO 
factions, on Wednesday 
announced a united leadership 
in Damascus to defeat the 
September autonomy accord 
and also agreed to boycott 
elections after self-rule begins. 

The Executive Committee, 
meeting since Sunday under 


the chairmanship of Yasser. 
Arafat, also bailed an initiative 
by a delegation of leading 
Palestinians who had asked for 
democracy in the PLO and a 
Palestinian dialogue. 

The PLO executive body 
confirmed its “attachment to 
the principle of democratic dia- 
logue, political pluralism, free- 
dom of thought and the prac- 
tice of democracy.” 

The pro-democracy lobby, 
beaded by Haidar Abdul Shaft, 
said Thursday it had failed to 
curb Mr. Arafat's “monopoly” 
on decision-making in the 
peace negotiations with Israel, 
blaming Executive Committee 
members for showing n ° m* 
terest in making joint deci- 
sions. 

& 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, one of the 
founders of the PLO and the 
former head of the Palestinian 
delegation to bilateral talks 
with Israel in Washmgtoni'was 
given foil authority by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee to organise 
a broad dialogue. 

The announcement Thurs- 
day came as Israel rod the 
PLO agreed to resume auton- 
omy talks, aimed at launching 
Palestinian self-rule in the' 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho, in the Egyp- 
tian Red Sea resort of Taba. 


Francegets 
tough with 
NATO over 
Yugoslavia 


PARIS (Agencies) — France 
spearheaded a drive on Friday 
to get next week's North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation . 
(NATO) summit to agree on * 
.tough new measures to halt the 
Bosnian war as the Western ! 
players involved in peacekeep- ; 
ing efforts wondered how ; 
■much Longer they can con- ^ 
tinue. 

The 16 NATO nations must - 
be prepared <4 to help the U.N. ! 
implement its rerolutions by : 
sending in further troops and ; 
ensuring real protection in the • 
safe areas.” Foreign Minister ! 
Alain Juppe said in a radio 
interview. 

. - The question of former 
Yugoslavia was originally not 
on the agenda of the summit 
, next Monday and Tuesday, but 
was added at French insist- 
ence. 

“We must get NATO and 
the United States to recognise 
the validity of the European 
position on former Yugosla- 
via,” a senior French official 
said Friday amid fears the sum- 
mit would skate over the issue. 

In other developments on 
Friday: German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel said Fri- 
day he saw a slim chance for 
weekend peace talks between 
the Croatian and Muslim-led 
Bosnian governments to suc- 
ceed but cautioned against 
raising hopes too high. 

Mr. Kinkel said he had 
formed his impresaon after 
talks in Bonn on Thursday with 
international mediators Lord 
Owen of Britain and Norway’s 
Tborvald Stoltenberg. 

Mr. Kinkel will host a Bonn 
summit starting on Saturday 
between Croatian President 
Franjo Todjman, Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic 
and the mediators, who repre- 
sent the European Union and 
the United Nations respective- 
ly. 

In Ovcara, Croatia the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions Madeline Albright,- 
shaken by a visit to a mass 
grave for as many as 300 peo- 
ple believed executed by 
Serbs, said that the worid must 
know the “dreadful story.” 











Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, lj 




u’MT 1 ,. 

'••fatneob Mitterrand 


Mitterrand 
.sees civil 
war in 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Secretary-General 
{ti Boutros Ghali hopes to per- 
4 suade Iraq to resume talks on a 
SI .6 billion oil sale, although 
Iraq baited discussions because 
it sought total lifting of the oil 
embargo, a senior U-N. official 
said. 

The official, who is close to 
Dr. Ghali and spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said the 
U.N. chief will discuss the 
issue with Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz later this 
month in New York. The 
Security Council will hold its 
regular review this month of 
sanctions against Iraq and is 


Algeria 


- PARIS (Agencies) — French 
- 'President Francois Mitterrand 
Thursday that Algeria was 
'••ai'the start of- a civil war and 
'ihere. were good grounds to 
the spread of Muslim fun- 
'^t&tnentalism. 

.-"- '' Answering questions at a 
•■‘Nfcw Year reception for the 
.'•press, Mr. ‘Mitterrand said 
■'■‘France should support those in 
.^■■Pforth Africa who wanted to 
make their countries into mod- 
.. £rri. tolerant states. 

. V ‘ -V As for the present situation 
^i(ju Algeria), it can be de- 
•,,'sqribed as the beginnings of a 
l ■ oyjl war. 

’ ]p;A foreign state should re- 
main very cautious , neverthe- 
"• we have the right to be 
T jyqrried about the campaign in 
.fgkourof fundamentalism, “he 
said, adding that true Islam? 
was a tolerant and generous , 
religion. 

Mr. Mitterrand said Prancf 
owed a historical debt to th&, 
Algerian people and . would* 
maintain its aid despite the 
,J ufirest in its former territory. 

« A won independence in 
after a bitter war. 
neb officials said Algeria 
' appeared to be sliding into a 
spiral of violence in which 
neither the outlawed fu’n- 
.datpentalist <• Islamic Salvation 
V^&nt (FIS) nor the army- 
^ ticked government had the 
, 'bieans to control the country 
■^ptetely. 

•_^.At least 1,800 people have 

. of 

•• Violence, since. tbe< authorities 

^ccyrmiandijig lead. 

' j£- -French officials said the real 
"jcgjs^ialty figures, the number'of 
' attacks by armed groups and 
"Jtijfe scale of reprisals by secur- 
forces were ail larger than 
Algerian government and 
ip*edia had reported. 

' v 'Foreign Minister Alain Jup- 
pe said earlier this week that 
''■. the. situation in Algeria was “a - 
? source of almost daily anguish” 
in ihe French authorities. 
France has advised its 
odafionals to evacuate their 
‘families from Algeria following 
_,thp murder of three Frcnch- 


.’jneip and the kidnapping of 
' ‘ tflire* 


itye French consular officials 
"o were freed unharmed last 


. , V Algerian forces shot dead six 
1 - ajemed men m the western city 
'of,- Oran and recoverd guns 
^eluding one stolen from a 
spiy-dered gendarme, the offi- 
tfffi news agency APS said 

Five of the activists were 
. killed on Tuesday in the work- 
'^m^class area of Ras Al Ain on 
Juig outskirts of Oran, some 
3£5 kilometres from Algiers, 
-r "'^ecurity sources quoted by 
rv^S said four shotguns, an 
'^aiifomatfc pistol and a stolen 
Kalashnikov were recovered. 

^ ,»The sixth militant. Nadji 
''Xsirdacha. a 23-y ear-old from 
’•"JAlgicK- was killed on Sunday 
, J5v.sectiritv forces in Oran. 

tr V * 


Ghali to press Aziz 


on $1.6 b oil sales 


expected to retain them. , 
The official' saitl th'at 


agreeing to a limited oil sale in 
order to finance purchases of 
humanitarian aid would not 
jeopardise Iraq's chances of 
getting the U.N. oil embargo 
lifted but would create a -new 
political atmosphere that could 
help Iraq. He said Iraq and the 
United Nations had been close 
to agreement last summer on 
the limited oil sale. 

Iraq broke off talks on the 
limited sale because it consi- 
dered the strict U.N. supervi- 
sion to be burdensome and 
believed it had a chance of 
getting the oil embargo lifted. 
Iraqi diplomats appeared to 
believe that agreeing to a small 
oil sale would undermine the 
possibility of totally, eroding 
the embargo. 

The Security Council has 
given no indication of easing 
sanctions or lifting, the oil 
embargo, which is tied to 
Iraq's fulfillment of ceasefire 
conditions for weapons moni- 
toring. Iraq recently accepted 
long-term monitoring and has 
made progress in recently 
accepted long-term monitoring 
and has made progress id 
meeting U.N. conditions for 
tiffing the oil embargo. 

The council imposed a total 
trade-embargo against Iraq af- 
ter it invaded Kuwait but made 
exceptions for food, medicine 
and humanitarian supplies. 
The ce a se fi re maintains that 
. trade embargo, but says that- 
the oil embargo mil be lifted 
when Iraq makes satisfactory 
declarations of its prohibited 
weapons, agrees to destruction 
and long-term monitoring of 
military industries- 
- -(hv-Wednesday, the United; 

!Tritaini~ France * fend 
ItJ&istf protested- -to- Iraqi- 
^ambassador- Nizar Hamdoun 
j*Tharthe Baghdad government 
is engaged in widespread hu- 
man rights abuses and deman- 
ded a halt. 

Iraq would get only about 
one-third of the proceeds of 
the S1.6 billion sale, which was 
authorised by the Security 
Council on humanitarian 
grounds. The reSt would be 
placed in a fund to compensate 
victims of the invasion of 
Kuwait and to pay U.N. costs 
for weapons monitoring in 
'Iraq. 


‘Ceremony refined* 


U.S. Gulf war commanders 
asked Iraqi officers to sign a 
ceasefire agreement on a U.S. 
warship in the Gulf, but Iraq 
refused and insisted on a desert 
border site. President Saddam 
l Hussein says. 

The Iraqi leader cold officers 
in Baghdad in a speech Thurs- 
day carried by the official Iraqi 
News Agency, monitored m 
Cyprus, that allowing the 
warship ceremony would been 
a “historical mistake.” 

“Imagine them showing a 
film in which your military 
comrades are shown going to 
the American ship to negotiate 
with the Americans.” Che Iraqi 
president said. 

President Saddam apparent- 
ly felt such a ceremony would 


smack of the World War II 
surrender agreement signed by 
Japanese commanders aboard 
the battleship USS Missouri in 
Tokyo Bay on Sept. 2, 1945. 

The same, refurbished Mis- 
souri was among ships in the 
multinational armada that 
formed part of the anti-Iraq 
coalition. President Saddam 
did not identify the vessel in- 
volved. describing it only as 
“An American ship.” 

No immediate reaction to 
the account came from partici- 
pants in the allied coalition 
that drove Iraq out of Kuwait. 

In the ceasefire ceremony. 
Lieutenant-General Sultan 
.Jiashem .Ahmad, Iraq's chief 
* of operations, and Lr. Gen. 
Saiah Abboud Mahmoud, 
commander of Iraq's Third 
Army corps, met with U.S. 
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf 
and Saudi Lt. Gen. Khaled 
Ben Sultan in a tent at the 
border town of Safwan on 
March 3. 1991. 


The Iraqi officers agreed to 
meet the conditions for a 
permanent caesefire in the 
Gulf war. 

THe coalition's Gulf war 
campaign followed Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait. After a bomb- 
ing campaign, a ground offen- 
sive drove Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. President George 
Bush declared an initial cease- 
fire Feb. 28. 

It is still completely unclear 
bow many Iraqis died in the 
conflict. Early estimates that 
up to 100,000 Iraqi troops and 
thousands of civilians were kil- 
led now are believed exagger- 
ated. 


In a March 1993 study, John 
Heidenrich, formerly a n* 
analyst with the Defence In- 
telligence Agency, said milit- 
ary fatalities may have been as 
low as 1,500 Iraqis, with about 
3,000 wounded. 

From 2,000 to 5,000 
-Kuwaitis died during the- 
seven-month Iraqi occupation, 
of the emirate. One hundred 
seventy five Western soldiers, 
including 148 Americans, and 
39 Arabs from the anti-Iraq 
coalition were killed in the 


war. 


Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein on Wednesday renewed 
his can for an end to the 
economic sanctions and ac- 
cused fellow Arabs of delaying 
tifc lifting cfW ahbaigol'the 
Iraqi News Agency reported. 
'• “They pay bribes here-'tthd 
there to stop die escalating 
movement towards lifting the 
unjust siege on the people of 
Iraq,” be said. 

He did not specify which 
countries be was accusing, but 
he was dearly referring to the 
oil-rich Gulf nations. 


“The Americans always 
make mistakes. They went 
wrong in their 30-state aggres- 
sion (the 1991 Gulf war). They 
went wrong in Somalia. They 
will keep on making mis- 
takes," President Saddam said 
in remarks published in Fri- 
day's Baghdad newpapers. 

“If someone is evil and arro- 
gant. be will inevitably fail on 
bis bead.” President Saddam 
said in his toughest attack on 
U.S. in months. 

His remarks were made 
when his Guff war comman- 
ders and other top generals 
visited him to commemorate 
the founding of the Iraqi 
armed forces. 


He told them not to be 
misled by foreign propaganda 
and believe they lost the war 
over Kuwait. “The Iraqi army 
is the victor." he said. 

General Ayad Fteiyh Al 
Rawi. the army chicf-of-staff, 
said in a newspaper interview 
this week the armed forces 
now ranked as the fourth 
largest in the world after the 
U.S.. China and Russia. 



"MIRACLE SITE": U.N. peacekeeping- soldiers Qana, mentioned by SL John In the New 
from Norway and Sweden examine figures cut Testament as the site where Jt»(M 
into the rock In the southern Lebanese village of water into wine in his first miracle (AFP photo) 


Egypt plans tourism campaign 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt is plan- 
ning to launch a tourism prom- 
otion campaign to pull in fore- 
igners scared off by a wave of 
attacks by militants, the tour- 
ism minister said. 

The ministry plans to spend 
about S25 million on the cam- 
paign in 1994. much of it on 
television and magazine adver- 
tisements targeting big- 
spending tourists from Europe 
and the United States. Minis- 
ter Mahmoud Al Beltagi told 
Reuters. 

In 1993 the ministry spent 
$3.1 million on promoting 
tourism, a fraction of the 
amount spent by its main com- 
petitors in the East Mediterra- 
nean. 

"We would love to promote 
the country because we have 
good assets for tourism and we 
nave low occupancy so promo- 
tion to tourism to increase de- 
mand is important...! have fi- 
gured out S25 million,* Mr. 
Beltagi said in an interview late 
on Thursday. 

“We have not paid attention 
for several decades to promo- 
tion. We only stressed the 
supply side. We are working 
on the expansion of our prom- 
otion budget and we would like 
to address the specialised 


media and mass media," he 
added. 

Militant gunmen and bom- 
bers have killed three tourists 
in the past 15 months — a 
Briton, a Turk and a Swede. 

In the first 10 months of 
1993. Egypt's receipts from 
tourism fell by $900 million or 
42 per cent, compared with the 
same period of 1993. Mr. Bel- 
tagi said. 

The number of visitors fell 
22 per cent over the same 
period but they tended to stay 
less time and spend less money 
than in the past, the ministry 
said. About three million peo- 
ple visited Egypt in 1992. 

The militant Al Gamaa Al 
Islamiya, fighting to turn 
Egypt into Islamic slate, 
claimed responsibility for most 
of the attacks on tourists. The 
latest was a bomb and gun 
attack in December. Eight Au- 
strians on a bus were wounded. 

Al Gamaa has repeatedly 
warned tourists to avoid Egypt 
so they are not caught in the 
confrontation between them 
and the government. Militants 
say foreign tourists act im- 
morally and violate Islamic 
traditions by drinking alcohol. 

Mr. Beltagi said the effect 
on tourism was out of propor- 


tion to the seriousness of the 
attacks. 

“Three Have been killed- 
...this is certainly very sad. 
However, if it is to be taken on 
statistical criteria, then we will 
have less than one in a million 
compared to the 3.2 million 
tourists who visit our country 
(a year)." Mr. Beltagi said. _ 


“The traffic was not that 
much affected in terms of sta- 
tistics. We have 21.9 less in the 
entries but the income de- 
creased because Egypt is be- 
coming very cheap as destina- 
tion, hotels and villages arc 
competing in lower prices,” he 
added. 


“We're not good in commer- 
cialising, marketing and prom- 
oting. We have the same men- 
tal values of an agricultural 
civilisation. Other destinations 
have less touristic attractions 
but they are stronger in promo- 
tion and in dealing with the 
trade and the media, so they 
attract much more with less 
assets." he said. 

Hoteliers said the occupancy 
rate at their five-star hotels was 
between 30 to 40 per cent 
below last year's. Many have 
slashed prices to encourage 
package tours. 


U.N. chief to recommend 

troops in 




UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali will re- 
commend a scaled-down 
Somalia peacekeeping mission, 
involving only about half the 
troops now deployed in the 
country, a U.N. official said 
Thursday. 

The official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the reduced U.N. operation 
would involve only about 
15,000 troops, and these would 
be deployed largely outside 
troubled south Mogadishu, the 
stronghold of factional leader 
Mohammad Farrah Aidecd. 

The official said (he U.N. 
chief in the next few days 
would present three options to 
the Security Council for recon- 
figuring the Somalia operation 
after the withdrawal of U.S-. 
French, Belgian and German 
troops this year. 

The size and nature of the 
future Somalia mission will be 
decided by the Security Coun- 
cil. The current mandate ex- 
pires March 31. - 

U.N. officials reportedly 
favour a decentralised 
approach that does not depend 
on Mogadishu and makes grea- 
ter use of the port of Kismayo 
and Baidoa airport. 

More than 95 per cent of 
Somalia is relatively stable, 
with the exception being south 


Mogadishu. A newly built road 
would make it possible for aid 
deliveries to bypass the south- 
ern part of the capital and 
reach the rest of the country. 

The U.N. mission currently 
has fewer than 30.000 troops. 
U.N. officials have been 
scrambling to replace the 
Americans, who will be gone 
by March 31, and the Euro- 
peans. 

The official, speaking at a 
briefing for reporters on Soma- 
lia, said the United Nations 
still docs not have commit- 
ments for more troops, except 
from Pakistan and India. Most 
nations are waiting to see if the 
Somali factions arc able to 
reach a political agreement and 
ir the world body is able to pay 
countries fOT contributing 
troops* 

The 15.000 troops would be 
sufficient to carry out the pre- 
sent mandate to deliver huma- 
nitarian aid. protect aid work- 
ers, promote political recon- 
ciliation and aid in reconstruc- 
tion, the return of refugees, 
rebuilding roads, training 
police and setting up a judicial 
system, the official said. 

The U.N. peacekeeping 
force in Somalia backed away 
from aggressive military ac- 
tions and forcible disarmament 
of Somali militias after an Oct. 
3 clash in Mogadishu in which 


18 Americans, a Malaysian 
peacekeeper and about 300 
Somalis were killed. 

U.S. troops arrived in De- 
cember 1992 to help Somalia 
recover from the famine and 
anarchy which claimed 350,000 
lives that year. It turned the 
operation over to the United 
Nations in May, but it quickly 
soured. Critics say the united 
Nations focused too heavily on 
trying to capture Gen. Aidecd. 


Malaysian to head forces 


Malaysian army general Abu 
Samah'Abu Bakar has been 
appoinred military commander 
of the United Nations 
Peacekeeping Operations in 
Somalia (UNOSOM II). de- 
fence officials said in Kuala 
Lumpur Friday. 

Gen. Abu Samah will re- 
ceive his letter of appointment 
from U.N. headquarters in 
New York on Jan. 20, a De- 
fence Ministry spokesman 
said. 

The Malaysian general will 
replace Lieutenant-General 
Cevik Bir of Turkey, whose 
term of service ends on Janu- 
ary 12. 

It is the first time a Malay- 
sian has headed the military 
command of a U.N'. 
peacekeeping force, senior 
officials noted. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel to spend million? protect 120 settlers 


AVTV (AFP) — The Israeli army feces a multi-million 
Sarbfll to protect an isolated, -tiny 
nSddle of the Gaza Strip drnfog the five-year mtenra penod of 
^San autonomy. On top of $5 mUUon a year to maintain 
Se^NeSSm settlement where 120 toehs-hye 
Otv and Khan Yunes, the army ^nU have to pay.^or IQnanve 
soldiers aday of 30,000 day* a-year, .according o Fridays 
Yediot Aharanot newspaper. Atid the anny 
build a road linking Netzanm up in 1972, wtotoe IgJ, 

eight nwju newsnanfifes rcOOlt NetZSI- 


™: the” army’s bad 


j m - the army S oaa neauaiut^. ~ r. — 

planning document sent to Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin who 
te pledged not to dismantl^set^^ ^ng auto* 
omy: A delegation 

families at Netzarim to ourt Sarrte 4,000 Israelis 

have settled in Gaza but mainly in two blocks which are easier 
to protect. 


Sharon doesn’t rule out bid tor premiership 


TEL AVTV (AF) — Ariel Sharon, Jhe former general and 
mastermind of the 1982 Lebanon war , has Wednesday he 
would consider challenging Prime, Mimstes .Yitzhak Rabin in 
the next national elections. “I believe I am capable at 
providing answers, solutions to the main problems. we face, 
Mr. Sharon 65. a leader of the right-wing Liknd Party, said on 
Israel Television. An outspoken critic of the -Sept. 13 accord 
which he feels yields too ipuch ground to the Palestinians, Mr. 
Sharon said he does “not negate” the possibility of running. 
"If the situation will require it, I will do it." Mr. Sharon would 
be the third hawkish candidate u>nm against Mf Rabm m the 
1996 polls. The others are Likud Chairman Benjamin Netany- 
ahu and Rafael Eytan, a hawkish lawmaker -and former army 
chief of staff. By a law passed a year ago Israelis will elect their 
prime minister directly in the next elections scheduled for 
1996, rather than choosing party slates as m the past Mr. 
Sharon served as housing minister in the .Last Likud govern, 
ment ousted when Mr.. Rabin's Labour Party won the 199£ 
elections. • * =• * •* 


Groups seek exposure of Irafr^pntra papers 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secret court filing by major figures 
in the Iran-contra scandal should be released immediately. 


said several private groups concerned -that 1 fhe prosecutor’s 
on the affair is about to be ’suppressed. .Sources 


final report on .... . _ 

dose to the Iran-contra investigation told the Associated Press 
on Thursday that secrer papers — seeking' to delete.^ubstantiaj 
portions of the report were filed last monur m federal 
appeals court by attorneys fof former President RondA* 
Reagan, former Attorney General Edwin Meese and former 
White House aide Oliver North. The acribn followed a Dec. 3 
announcement by a specidJ federal appeals court panel that it 
would soon release the report of Iran-contra panel prosecutor 
Lawrence Walsh, said die sources. The Washington post first 


reported the filings in a story last month. "Apparently, only 
hours after the court" issued its order , “several individuals 


named in the final report-filed sealed motidns... requesting 
reconsideration and leave to appeal the order to the United 
State supreme court,’ s aid court papers filed by the Society of 
Professional Journalists, the National Security Archive aw} 
the Reporters' Committee for Freedom of the Press. 


Sultan Qaboos reshuffled Omani cabinet 


MUSCAT (R) — Sultan Qaboos Ben Said of Oman ordered a 
minor cabinet reshuffle Wednesday, introducing three new 
portfolios. Deputy Prime Minister for legal Affairs Fahd Bed 
Mahmoud Al Said has been appointed deputy prime minister 
for cabinet affairs. The Sultan, who is Oman's de facto prime 
,alsq„bp4d pf state andmnistbr o£ defence, foreign 
affftrs, arid n nance * I^e-tiecreed-tifc) fotinatiira'\Tfa"mtfiis&V 
for higher edu^tioqjo jbp led by^nting Education Mnrisic{ 
' Yahya Ben Malffouz Ai -Montfieri wfto is being replaced fby 
SaucTBeri IbrahimBch Saud Al Bousaidi. A mifiistVy of legal 
affaire and a ministry of state for development affaire have also 
been introduced and will be led by Mohammad Ben Ati Nasser 
Al Alawi and Mohiammad Ben Mousa Al Yousef respectively. 


Iranian agency denies Ayatollah arrested 


NICOSIA (R) — The Iranian news agency IRNA has denied a 
report that Ayatollah Mohammad Rohani. a senior Shute- 
Muslim cleric, had been arrested. It quoted his son Moham- 
mad Ali Rohani as saying the Ayatollah gave his daily lectures 
at a theological school in. the holy city of Qom south on Tehran 
Wednesday. A Reuter report on Tuesday quoted a dissident 
Iranian cleric in Germany as saying Ayatollah Rohani, who 
believed that religion should be separate from politics, was 
arrested at his home by security agents on. Saturday jiigbl; and 
taken to an unknown place. The cleric, Mehdi Haeri, said 
Ayatollah Rohani, 70, was detained aftej Jie refused a demand 
by security agents and officials of a special court not to seek 
the position of marja taqlid (source of emulation), the top 
religious authority of Shiite Muslims. ; 


Palestinian, Israeli poflcfe cooperate 


TEL AVTV ( AP) — It was a small step for Middle East peace, 
perhaps, but one that at least made a: bit of the region safer. 

Urapti JnH PilactinUn > r ■ 


Israeli and Palestinian poUce .lectycrd S3 36 J3pa~Thursday 
from a bank robbery, in tfiw firet^oinV'opefaJron since Che 


autonomy accord was signed in ScpteniberT A gang of 
Palestinian . thieves with a' stolen water camtoil-miac off with 
the money while it was transferred betweeiwt wfr blinks in the 
occupied West Bank 10 days ago. On Thursday, a Palestinian 
officials and the West Bank military gbverifor jointly super- 
vised the digging of a two-metre deep hole whdrfc the cash was 
burred. Twenty newly-rrained-PaJcstiniariofficfifs worked with 
Israeli police to solve »he case .'Four suspects 'were identified 
by Palestinian police, who turned tl&m efrer to Israeli 
authorities .We do not have prisons to ariest’tfie thieves, so 
we turned them to the hands of the Israeli 'pdlice," said Dr. 
Thabet TTiabet, a Palestinian official ih the West Bank town of 
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Armenian Catholic Chare fa Tel. 
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. Armenian Orthotfoa Cfaarch Td. 
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it wi]] he Minoy with a slight rise of 
temperatures. Clouds will appear at 
different altitudes and winds win be 
southeaster})' moderate. In Aqaba, 
wind* win be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


Mm./Max. temp. 


Amman 2/15 

Aqaba 8/10 


Desera 1 1 16 

Jordan Valley 8/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am* 
man f4. Aqaba 19. Humtc&cy readings: 
Amman 40 per cent. Aqaba 45 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Ratib Zaitoon 888685 

Dr. Nkfal Al Dablah 827195 

Dr Bassam Karadsfach 729200 

Dr. Yahya Ahdobalam 736072 

Fins pharmacy 6619 12 

ferdowj pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascnu pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy 636730* 

Yaeoub pharmacy 6M945 

SfcadMtn pharmacy 637660 , 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

RUUD: 

Dr. Mazen Shanrri 248056 

•Al Ouds Pharmacy (— ) 

ZAXQAr 

Dr. Ahmad AJTanfi 900806 


Khalif eh pharmacy 


. 9RM17 


EMERGENCIES 


Electric Power 

Company A3ft.Vtl 

RJ Flight Information <18-5321X1 

Queen Alia toll. Airport 08-5320(1 


I bn Al Nafces Hospital.. . <fQ124?itn 
AQABA: 

Princes* Haya Hospital .... <03)314111 


Food Control Centre 

Gvil Defence Department 

Civil Defence Immediate 

fescue 

On! Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.62(111, 

Fue Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 
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Hotel Coaptants 

Pncc Complaints 

Wucr and Sewerage 
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6611 M 
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630341 
. .. 199 
6J7777 
1*91228 
775121 
MW<E 
R963W 
030321 
605800 
<61176 


Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

OvcncasCalh 

'Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

Abdafa Telephone Repair* .. 

Jordan Television 

RadioJordan 

Water Authority 

Jordan Ekaricny Authority 


897467 


787111 


... 121 
.010230 


«3tnt 

.661101 

.773111 

7741U 

,6mjfn 

815M5 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khatidi Maternity. J. Amii 
Akdch Maternity. J Am 
Jahal Amman Maternity . 

Malhas, J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmesam 

Shmcmni Hospital 

University Hospital 

AJ-Mnahcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Ahdali 

AI-AMt. Abdalt 

Italian. Al-MtfhajfCCIt 

Al -Bashir. J. Ashruflch .... 

Army, Marka 

Oucvn Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaCiovl. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

ibnStna 

Al HAma Modem Hospital 

iMNk 

Prioccis Basnu Hospital .. 
Greek Catholic Hospital 


81381302 

. M42R1/6 
. 64244)72 

.... M2362 
.... 6361411 
. 664)7) >4 
.... 6WJ31 
.... K45K45 
. ftf.7227,'9 
6661 27137 
. 664164/6 
. 777 MUD 
775111126 
891611/15 
60324OOU 
...674135 
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British secretary hopes for 
realistic peace agreements in 1994 

Hurd pledges to seek 

to address Jordan’s 
economic concerns 


By P«Y. VWdUHMMl 
Jordan Times Staff Rcpotler 

AMMAN — British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd en- 
ded a writ to Jordan Hum* 
day saying be was optimistic 
that “rcubtk agreements” 
between met and the Arabs 
could be signed during this 
year. 


ence shortly berate his depar- 
ture, Mr. Hunt mid Jordan 
was not new to signing a 
peace a greemen t with Israel 
and faced a lot of Work be- 
fore an accord could be 
draWn lip. 

Mr. Hurd, who held talks 
with IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein, Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majalt and other 
ministers, said the British 
government appreciated the 
economic proofenks laced by 
Jordan and would explore 
means to help address the 
■ Kingdom'! concerns. 

Specifically, be referred to 
British help Cor water de- 
velopment projects in south 
Jordan and said the assist- 
ance was reviewed during a 
meeting he held with Minis- 
ter of Water and irrigation 
Hisfaam A1 Khatib earlier 
Thursday. 

There is a "‘continuous dia- 
logue and relationship be- 
tween Jordan and Britain 
perhaps c loser titan any other 
Arab co bn tries...” 

Mr. Hurd said Britain 
stood ready to help Jordan 
alleviate ity foreign debt bur- 
den as well as supply equip- 
ment to the Kingdomrs 
Armed Forces. He aid not 
elaborate. 

: The foreign secretary said 
he also appreciated Jordan's 
grievances over the oyer- 
zealous enforcement of the * 
-sanctions a gainst bar}, caus- 
ing serious repercupnons on 
the Jordanian ecohomy. ' 

“There are certain very 
specific practical problems on 
shipping that Were explained 
■to me.” he said, referring to 
the costly delays and higher 
fre ight charges that Jorda- 
nian importers are facing as a 
result of die inspection proce- 
dures adopted by tire enfor- 
cers of the sanctions patroll- 
ing the Read Sea. 

“We British are strongly in 
favour of the correct and 
strict implementation of the 
sanctions, but ft needs to be 
regular, reasonable and not 
simply buretmetatfe." Mr. 
Hurd said. Hie reference in- 
cluded Jordan's complaints 
that .applications for U.N. 
approval for the export of 
sanctions-exdmpted Jorda- 


nian products to Iraq were 
being held up while Turkey 
and Iran, Iraq's two other 
neighbours, did not face such 
problems. 

“There are examples 
where the Jordanians feel 
that the process is not reason- 
able and it is simply 
bureaucratic," Mr. Hurd- 
said. ‘These are things that 
we can pursue.” 

"...The British govern- 
ment believes in strict imple- 
mentation of the sanctions, 
but reasonable implementa- 
tion of the (Security Council) 
resolutions which exist,” he 
added. 

Mr. Hurd said that be also 
raised the issue of a Jorda- 
nian ban on imports of Brit- 
ish meat products imposed 
after reports of the “crazy 
cow disease” in Britain. He 
argued that all Britain’s other 
major trading partners had 
accepted that the problem 
was resolved and that British 
exports were "safe,” but 
“there is still a problem" in 
Jordan. He expressed hope 
that the issue would be re- 
solved soon. 

Mr. Hard, who arrived 
here, Wednesday after talks in 
Lebanon and Israel, follow- 
ing an earlier visit to Syria, 
said there could be no rever-. 
sal of the Middle East peace 
process and that there was a 
wil! on all tracks of the Arab- 
Israeli negotiations to go for- 
ward. 

“I certainly go home feel- 
ing that the will to succeed is 
greater than the will to des- 
troy because failure equals 
destruction, failure equals 
going bade to a stage of semi- 
war, maybe from time to time 
interrupted by a real war...," 
said the British minister. 

“For the Palestinians, fai- 
lure mcahs J gomg „bapk to a 
mixture - of military occupa- 
tion and mtifada, the- kind of 
mixture we saw half in action 
yesterday in Gaza," Mr. 
Hurd said, referring to'a visit 
he paid to the densely- 
populated, squalid 
Mediterranean coastal strip 
on Wednesday. 

"There is a will to go for- 
ward and 1 believe that in 
1994 there will be a reason- 
able chance of that will ex : 
pressing itself in realistic 
agreements," he said. “I can- 
not be certain, but that is not 
jtwtmy hope, it is a probatnl- 

Britain was not acting as an 
fatermediary in the peace 
process and it feels now that 
tile parties involved in the 
Middle East are in direct 
contact it is up to them to 
reach and implement agree- 


ments, he said. 

“We can help by making 
available our skills,” he said; 
and referred to* a British 
pledge of $100 million to help 
the Palestinians develop their 
building infrastructure. The 
aid is outside the British con- 
tribution to about $600 mil- 
lion pledged by the European 
Union (EU). 

Answering a question from 
a British reporter whether 
there were “major obstacles” 
bolding up a Jordaniart- 
Israeli peace agreement, Mr. 
Hurd said: 

“On the Jordan-Israeli 
track, obviously there is still 
work to be done. Much has 
been achieved... so there is 
not yet a paper to be signed. 
His Majesty the King ex- 
plained to me that he is. an- 
xious to do the work before 
the signature and not to sign 
before the work. 

“I understand the reasons 
for that. That is his policy and 
I respect that.” 

Mr. Hurd described his 
visit to Jordan as aimed at 
getting “some perceptions, 
some ideas (and) some im- 
pressions from here which I 
cannot get from elsewhere 
(because of an) informality 
borne out of long 
friendship.” 

“Both Britain and Jordan 
are looking forward to the 
completion of the peace pro- 
cess,” he said. “No one pre- 
tends that it is going to be 
easy...” 

Mr. Hurd described as 
'“understandable” Israel’s 
justifications for continuing 
to occupy parts of South 
Lebanon on “security 
grounds,” and said: “As I 
understand it, Israel is ready 
to withdraw. Israel has no 
wish to add to her territory by 
taking in Lebanese villages or 
Lebanese countryside. 

T believe that, as "a result 
of my discussions in Beirut 
and with the Israelis, it 
should be possible to reach 
an agreement on (the 
Lebanese-Israeli track), that 
will pave the way for the fall 
implementation of the Taif 
agreement for the fall recov- 
ery of Lebanon of territorial 
independence." 

Mr. Hurd was referring to 
an inter-Lebanese accord 
reached in 1989 under Arab 
League and Saudi mediation 
in the Saudi resort town of 
Taif, providing for the depar- 
ture of all foreign forces, 
including the Syrians and 
Israelis, from Lebanese terri- 
tory, in stages, leading up to 
the fall exercise of Beirut's 
sovereignty over all of Leba- 
non. 



MILITARY VISIT: His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Thursday attended a celebration 
marking the 43rd anniversary of the First 
Royal Armoured Battalion and inspected 
display of documentary pictures relating 
the development of the battalion and lists 
of martyrs. In a brief speech to the 
officers and troops, the King congratu- 


lated them on the anniversary, urged 
them to acquire training and be ready to 
defend the homeland in the face of any 
danger. King Hussein said he took pride 
in his armed forces, the shield of the 
nation. He said that the anniversary 
should serve as a day of remembrance of 
the martyrs who feU in defence of their 
homeland. 



Info rmatio n Minister Jawad AI Anaji deft) meeting with the German parBammtarians 
Thursday 

German deputies leave after meeting 
planning and information ministers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two Ger- 
man -federal parliamentarian*; 
►Friday wound up a several day 
visit to Jordan and left for 
Damascus on the third leg of 
their tour of die Arab region. 

Peter Kittelmann and Dand- 
ward Bunwitt discussed die 
Middle East issue and the 
peace process with Informa- 
tion Munster Jawad Al An am 
on Thursday, the last day of 
their visit. 

Dr. Anani explained the 
Jordanian position and Am- 
man’s continued efforts to 
.boost die momentum for a 
permanent and comprehensive 
peace. 

He also pointed out that die. 
government was coordinating 
efforts with the Palestinians to 
reach the aspired settlement. 

In reviewing the consequ- 
ences of the 1967 war. Dr. 
Anani said that the Kingdom 


has shouldered heavy burdens 
and spent no less than $16 
billion as a result of, the dis- 
placement of die Palestinians 
and their flooding the east 
bank of the Jordan River. 

The two German parlia- 
mentarians Thursday met with 
the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of die Lower House of Parlia- 
ment and discussed the Middle 
East and Palestine. 


After he 


unittee 


chairman’s views, the German 
parliamentarians urged Jordan 
to pursue the peace process 
and said peace was bound to 
benefit all peoples of the re- 
gion. 

In discussing democracy, 
they said Jordan has an exam- 
ple in democracy by its free 
parliamentary elections. 

Committee Chairman Abdul 
Hadi Al MajaU voiced Jordan’s 


’*.y. '^1 h* 

appreciation --of Germany’s 
continued economic and. -tech- 
nical assistance to the King- 
dom. 

The parliamentarians held a 
meeting with Planning Minis- 
ter Ziyad Fariz who outlined 
his ministry’s role in socio- 
economic development of Jor- 
dan since the 1950s. 

Noting that German assist- 
ance to Jordan was contribut- 
ing to the country’s develop- 
ment, the minister said the 
Jordanian economy was a free 
market economy that encour- 
ages foreign investments. 

Mr. Kittelman said that he 
would call for continued supply 
of economic and political aid to 
Jordan by various world coun- 
tries, especially the European 
Community to help Jordan 
continue its peace efforts and 
to enable the Kingdom to meet 
the challenge. 


Iraqi dinar takes a plunge in Amman 


By 


AMMAN — the embattled 
Iraqi dinar, stffl a source Of 
hopes of bumper gains for spe- 
culators despite setbacks last 
year, took a mtih te r pfaage tfcb, 
week in Jordan after signs 
faded of an early fitting, pf 
international latertl ntei qgltafa 
Iran. 

The Iraqi An* was worth 
eight fib te the local markets 
on Thmsdtey, AnMi ttoW 10 sfa 


long-term momtoriitg of ta 

don. that ended tire 1991 War 
over, Kuwait* 

Investors hoped that the tkto 

cti accept*** of Re hey 
.sum • in the cooteflre terms 
wouM lead to a partial fittiag of 
the sanctions, but ash mmd 
out, it could be another fait to 
aght nuondu before the U-N. 
Security CetUMrtl would 
outside* any tetaa- 
teewecfriog caibatge. 
In a iegafafr two-moutii re* 
'view the sanctions, the 
.Security Gmnteti nude no 
"mow in DecfUtitff to relax the 
sweeping embargo, which has 
■dmtajj off ir &jj ofl exports — * 
Baghdad's sumtMf Income. 

Iraq imports m food and 
medkme ere (he exemf 
.tion jjtom the ttUetiwtt» in 
placeianee the ImnRi invasion 
of Kuwait in AukhI 1990. 

foBagfafed, die currency, 
whoseoffidal value remaps al 
*3.1, traded at 145 <&wt» 
to the American delhf, reports 
mid Biday. 

■ It wficoted that government 
moves to rein forei g n «*• 

comma ns 


Iraqis to operate bank 
accounts in foreign currency 
have done little to restore pub- 
lic confidence in the Iraqi eco- 
nomy. 

Furthermore, Iraqis say, 
day are also apprehensive that 
they might lose their foreign 
'currency holdings altogether if 
(he government moved m a 
swoop to seize all bank 
accounts in foreign currency 
whenever it found fit to do so.. 

In Amman, die volume of 
muting in the dinar declined 
dramatically since May last 
year, when the Iraqi govern- 
ment withdrew from circula- 
tion part of its pre-war curren- 
cy, But, dealers said, enough 
interest remained among spe- 
culators to invest in the Iraqi 
dtaar. 

Surprisingly, even the with- 
drawn notes continue to be 
traded. The so-called “Swiss” 
dinars were replaced by- the 
Iraqi government with new 
locally minted currency in May 
1993, dealing a severe blow to 
fcmamrfs of Jordanians who 
were hoping to reap huge re- 
tmns as and when the sanc- 
tions were lifted- 

It is estimated that Jorda- 
mans, including those who had 
accepted payment in the 
■‘Swiss’* dinars from the Iraqi 
government in payment for 
goods and services under spe- 
cial permissions issued by the 
Central Bank of Iraq, lost up 
lo $100 million in tfae fiasco. 

Jordanian government 
efforts to secure Iraqi com- 
pdwation for businessmen who 
bod accepted the currency in 
Mod faith did not make much 
Erndway except Iraqi promises 
thg the issue would be stu- 
dkd 


“Many people are still hold- 
ing on to the cancelled notes, 
believing that once the sanc- 
tions are lifted and the Iraqi 
economy regains its strength 
some way would be found to 
make good their losses," said a 
banker. 

It also partly explained the 
continued interest of some in 
buying up the cancelled notes. 

The “latest quote" for the 
“Swiss" notes, according to 
market sources, is between 2.5 
and -three fils each depending 
,on the volume being offered. 

The flow of Iraqi currency to 


Jordan has all but dried up.> 
The number of Iraqi travellers 
’ — potential carriers of the 
currency — declined sharply 
after the Iraqi government im- 
posed a walloping 15,000 Iraqi 
dinars travel tax for every Iraqi 
wishing to leave the country. 

The amount, worth about 
$120 at black market prices, 
represents more than three 
years’ salary for an average 
-Iraqi. 

Tne high tax has ensured 
that only businessmen and rich 
Iraqis with access to dollars 
leave the country, Iraqis said. 


WHAT’* GOING ON 

☆ Art exhibition by Sudanese artist Abdul Qadir Al Bakhit at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

4 Artexhibftion by artist Sadflc Kwabh entitled “TaBsma” at 
Babdna Art Gallery. 

☆ Ait exhibition by Jordanian artist Suha Masfa’al at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Abdul Jabbar Salman on 
bedouin culture at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

-A- Exhibition on the MOj anniversary of the death of French 
novefist Guy De Maupassant at tbe French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of Iraqi books at the Royal Guttural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by a number of Jordanian artists entitled 
‘Hitt Stefa Exhifa&ioa — Samples From The Contemporary 
Jordanian Art 93” at tbe Spanish Cultural Cadre. 

☆ Exhibition “Prints and Drawings of Fakhrdnissa Zekl” 

“ (1915-1991) unfa the 15th of January ’94 at Darat al Funun 

of die Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation. Also showing the 
“Permanent” Exhibition. (Td. 643251/2). ~ 


fr unma for children entitled “The Question” at the Royal 
Cultural Cadre al 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. . 

LECTURE 

■fr Lecture te Arabic ratified “The Sociology a t the Interna- 
tional Community” by Dr. AhediseM Abu Hautash at the 
Goethe-Institut at 7HX1 pja. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Farhan reelected 1 AF secretary general 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Islamic Action Front’s (IAF) execu- 
tive office Thursday selected Ishaq Al Farhan as its secretary- 
general, and Dr. Abdul Latif A rabiyat as deputy secretary- 
general . The office also selected Mohammad Oweidah and 
Ahmad Tanash as administrative and financial assistants 
respectively. The executive office also accepted the resigna- 
tion of Abdul Rahim Ekour, who was elected in absentia as 
member of the executive office. The office named Ziad 
Khatifah, tbe first alternate member, as Mr. Ekour's replace- 
ment. 

Special education training course ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — A seven-day training course on “develop- 
ing methods for teaching gifted students” concluded here 
Thursday. The course included lectures about characteristics 
of gifted children, modem trends in developing appropriate 
curricula for gifted children, methods of developing innovative 
skills and problem-solving techniques, and stimulating ques- 
tions that help gifted students think critically. Taking part in 
the course were teachers from the Ministry of Education, the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) schools, 
the armed forces schools, Salt Pilot Centre and representatives 
of private schools, in addition to the Jubilee School. 

Handicapped children begin winter camp 

AMMAN (Petra) — A winter camp for handicapped children 
will be held in Waqqas town in the northern Jordan Valley 
region as of Saturday. A total of 50 handicapped children from 
centres in various refugee camps are participating in the camp 
which is organised by the United Nations Refugees and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). 

Masrl heads society for freedom 

AMMAN (Petra) The National Society for Enhancement of 
Freedoms and Democracy has elected a seven member 
'^administrative committee, headed by Speaker of the Lower 
House Taber Al Masri. The other committee members are 
'Salab Jarrar, Muayad Nihyar, Nazik Bitar , Sultan Hartab, 
Jasser Tadros and Adnan Toubasi. The society was established 
in March 1993 to enhance democracy, promote public aware- 
ness about the concept of democracy and to work towaxds 
-ensuring freedoms and human rights. The society’s founding 
members are Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al MajaU, Taber 
Masri, Awad Khleifat, Kama! Al Qaisi, Adel Abu Khajil, 
Assad Abdul Rahman, Salah Jarrar, TaJeb Al Rifai, Nazik 
Bit ar, l aser Tadros, Sultan Al Hattab, Adnan Toubasi and. 
Muayad d Mibyar. ' 


Jordan reduces 
illiteracy rate 
from 22% to 15% 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
has succeeded in reducing illi- 
teracy rate of persons above 

the age of 15 to 15 per cent by 
the end of 1993, down from 
22.5 per cent in 1988, thanks to 
the intensive adult and literacy 
education programmes 
adopted by the Ministry of 
Education, according to Ml. 
Ahmad Al Sous, senior Educa- 
tion Ministry official. 

In a statement Friday, on the 
eve of Jordan's observance of 
the Arab Literacy Day Satur- 
day. Mr. sous said Jordan was 
striving to lower the rate of 
illitera te citizens of IS years, 
and above to mere eight per 
cent by the year 2 1300. 

This year, the Kingdom has, 
687 literacy and adult educa- 
tion centres providing basic 
education to 11,580 male and 
female illiterates noted Mr, 
Sous. 

To prepare for this intensive 
campaign, the Ministry of 
Education has trained 600 full- 
time teachers to shoulder the 
task of providing basic educa- 
tion to the illiterates of Jordan, 
be pointed out. 

It is due to these streneous 
efforts which yielded excellent 
results that the ministry won 
the 1993 international award 
assigned by UNESCO (United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation) for 


countries with remarkable 
effort to combatting illiteracy, 
noted Mr. Sous. 

Care for educating adults 
and illiterate persons started in 
Jordan as early as 1932, wheh 
the ministry decided to pjpen 
literacy and adult education 
classes in urban and rural re- 
gions , said Mr. Sous. ■ ■“ 

Noting that pro&ommies in 
this regard have been con- 
tinuing ever since, Mr..Spus 
said that in the past seven years 
these programmes were inten- 
sified and spread at the nation- 
al level. 

Indeed, the recommenda- 
tions of the 198? Jordan 
national conference ma educa- 
tion included special provisions 
for the care of the fifiterate and 
their training m special centres 
run by the ministry, he added: 

The U.N. General Assembly 
considered 1990 as the year-fbr 
the illiterates, in order .to 
promote the drive to rid-ihe 
world of illiteracy, continued 
Mr. Sous. 

The official pointed out' that 
as a result of the efforts to 
provide education io Jorda- 
nians, at least 97 per cent of 
children of the learning age in 
Jordan are now registered, in 
one of the schools which bin 
side by side with the literacy 
centres around the Kingdom. 


Women seek changes 
in labour legislation 


By Rana Htundal . 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Jordanian 
Women’s Union (JWU) Thurs- 
day announced the formation 
of a follow-up committee to 
formulate the necessary 
amendments to the labour law 
.with regard to women’s rights. 

The final draft will be pre- 
sented to Parliament for con* 
si deration. 

Tbe recommendations will 
.tackle fae most, serious viola- 
tions of women’s rights in.tbei 
.labour, law, according. to.-Itrf; 
Halaseh, director of women’*; 
dep ar tm e nt at the Ministry of 
Labour. 

During a two-hour lecture at 
the Phoenix Gallery, Ms, 
Halaseh pointed to the dire 
need to change the labour law 
in light of the recent develop- 
ments and social changes that 
occurred in tike society. 

“The number of womett 
joining the labour force is in- 
creasing dramatically while 
legislations and laws have not 
been amended to irfneet these 
changes," Ms. Halaseh raid, 
“Tbe condition of women at 
work are still unacceptable due 
to discriminatory laws and leg- 
islations.” 

Ml Halaseh referred to the 
inequality between men and 
women at work, especially in 
wages, and noted that women 
were being illegally exploited 
while given lower salaries than 
men. 

She farther explained that ht 
many cases women were being 
hired for a short training 
period without payment and 
they get sacked out of their 
jobs after that period. 

Ms. Halaseh listed many 
gaps in the labour law which 
were inconsistent with interna- 
tional treaties and conven- 
tions. Among these were: 

— Article 35 which stipu- 
lates that owners of establish- 
ments who have more than 30 
women at work shonld 
accommodate the institution 
with a suitable nursery room 


for chfldren under tile age, of 
«*• 

The proposed tie* atade 
suggests changing it Id become 
20 women, instead tef Unity, 
and to hire a qualified Music to 
take care of the children of the 
working women. ; • 

At present, Ms, Halaseh 
said, the law does Hot impose 
more than JD 20 in fines on the 
establishments if they do not. 
incorporate nurseries within 
their institutions. The prop^ 
osed recommendation b to; mt- 
posq a JD 100 fine to. be 
multiplied if the requirement 
was hbt met. 

— Article 27 should hrchtde 
that the owner of an establish- 
ment does not have the right to 
fire or send a notification to 
fire an employee if she was 
pregnant at the beginnihg. 
period. This clause is not ay^f 
abk in the current law, accord- 
ing eo Ms. Halaseh. 

— Article 52 stipulates that, 
the maternity leave period is 
six weeks, with hatf-pay. The 
new proposed (aw, -Ms. 
Halaseh said, is increasing the 
maternity period leave to ;10 
weeks with fall pay. 

— Article 72 should provide 
for a one hour paid (cave fday 
.for the mother to lactidel ' 

“We hope that these issues 
frill be considered at Ac: Par- 
liament when it is presented, in 
Its final form,” said Ms. Asma _ 
Khader, president of JWU. 

Ms. Khader said that after, 
presenting these recommenda- 
tions, JWU will cover rural 
areas, where women are being, 
discriminated against, . . 

“We have organised several 
open sessions and programmes 
and rounds of dbcttosioti Via 
some camps outside fae city, 
and we have been receiving 
demands to conduct activities 
in other rural areas in.' the 
Kingdom,” she added. 

Ms. Khader said JWU plans 
to expand its activates tortile 
whole Kingdom, mi to Be- 
come an institution to reive all, 
women in the society. 


Ministries prepare 
to combat rat raid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The minis- 
tries of agriculture, municipal 
■and rural affairs and health 
have joined forces with the 
Mafraq Municipality to rid the ( 
city and neighbouring regions’ 
of the rats that have oeen 
causing extensive damage to 
property. 

After repeated public com- 
plaints to the local authorities, 
the public health committees 
met in Mafraq Thursday and 
set up a committee, represent- 
ing the three ministries and the 
municipality, to carry out a 
survey of the affected regions 
and the volume of the problcin 
in preparation for a campaign 
against the rodents. 

. At the same time, the local 
municipalities said they would 
join hands in working out a 
plan for combating the rats. 
Mafraq Municipality has re- 
quested a JD 50,000 grant 
from tiie Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affaire to buy tbe 
necessary poisonous materials 


to kill tiie rodents: ; 

Reports have said Mid. tiie 
vats had been infesting hemes, 
farms and, especially, garbage 
sites. « 

It was doe to the fact Mat the 
garbage was conti nua lly accu- 
mulating in certain areas that 
tiie rats have been multiplying 
fat great numbers ami Mmiifg 
around homes and street*, said 
.an earlier report in tile fated 
'press. 

Another report laid that a 
two and a hair month old Maf- 
raq girl lost a piece of her tight 
toe when a rat in hat house 
gnaw ed at it. 

Other reports said lhaf the 
neighbouring refugee « amp, 
cast o Irbid, has suffetetf ex- 
tensive material fane* due' to 
tiie rats. ; 

In July last yea*, several 
concerned government mun*- 
teies helped Irbid MedfaipaBty 
to rid tiie Irbid farms and 
residential districts of large 
■embers of rare. 
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h of relief 


'15 IVUNISTER of Information, Dr. Jawad 
zziii, put it appropriately yesterday, after the 
3 r,iztg of the Jordanian-PLO economic agree- 
c ; ni when he said that the accord would be 
■^ferting for the two peoples in Jordan and 
destine. Indeed the seemingly tense atmos- 
■ ■ere that characterised the otherwise warm 
•Mr.tp-S between the leaderships of Jordan and 
ratine was disturbing for people on both 
ies of the Jordan River. 

A znajority of Jordanians and Palestinians 
:;ported the start of the peace talks in Madrid 
S59I. They saw in Jordan providing an 
^breilc for the Palestinian side a good omen 
id a strong indication at the depth of ties 
.tween the two peoples. Then, .and thanks to 
e persistence of Palestinian negotiators and 
s skiii of the Jordanian team led by Dr. Abdnl 
::&3t Majali, it was possible for the Palest!- 
to wrest from the Israelis recognition of 
elr status as an independent team. 

Then the Palestinians and the Israelis arrived 
their declaration of principles in secret talks 
Oslo. That took Jordanians and everybody 
:i: ! by surprise. Yet Jordan chose, after 
.sorbing the shock, to declare its full support 
?: the agreement and for the Palestinian 
fgritiators. And one day after the historic 
c&rdi was signed between PLO and Israel In 
asliington on Sept. 13, Jordan went ahead 
id signed its own agenda ^ ri 'f^'ptiace talks 
nt was ©theiTvise^nready ( long beforebat 
siting for progression the' Palestinian track. 
Unfortunately, the Palestinian brothers were 
• submerged in their bargaining with the 
itolis that they relegated their coordination 
:$3 the Jordanians. Jordan, of course, would 
>t have protested had it not been to the fact 
at -every aspect of negotiations between 
-Jestiaians and Israelis would, one way or the 
affect Jordan. Hence, His Majesty King 
ttssein’s warning last week: Coordinate or 
♦e each of us go his own way. 

Whether tbr;". warning was behind the send* 
= iU negotiating team to Amman on Wednes* 
\v Is besides the point. What has apparently 
ensured is a comprehensive agreement be- 
.;ccn tine two sides on most of the Issues 
Teeting their negotiations with Israel and 
:^ror«tanding to hold more frequent coordtoa* 
:r- ’issks between them. 

that the two sides have settled the 
S7'^s, people in Jordan and the occupied 
rriicries can focus their efforts on the means 
£:r?:?g£hening peace prospects. Meanwhile, 
i tvKi sides need to keep the momentum and 
together for the good of their peoples. 


SJAS2C PS5SS COMMENTARIES 


»\.V? Arabic daily Thursday echoed His Majesty King 
win's words two days ago that there will be no separate 
; : aijum- Israeli peace and that the peace being sought by the 
■.bsriEiould be comprehensive and just and acceptable for 
faunae generations. The King's words included hi a speech 
to rhe Public Security and Civil Defence requires 
;.in£;and more reading because, in it, the King has 
lairi&d the true Jordanian position and firm stand viva- vis 
pujfcc process and : -, e negotiations, said the daily. 
ihriSaore, the King me :> it dear that there can be no 
Tcdgitition Lc .veen Jordan and Palestine because this wffl 
IcfgJff i-.* pc 'p'e on beth sides of the River Jordan to 
' *l,e p. 'jstinians have established their free state 

>bwn s.-'iL coded the paper. It said that though Jordan 
to provide vipport to the PLO;' the Kingdom wants 
• .no*£- - icily if the V LO leadership is truly repres en ting the 
r-coplc and if the PLO maintains its credibility fai 
. iir.^rivii!) the Kingdom, the King is keen to maintaining 
.r aixt firrr coordmati.m between the Jordanians and the 
jstinians, and does net want to see any more procrastira- 
s and delay* in ' 'king decisions in this respect, the pa per 
sxd. On rhe wh. 1c. the King's speech has placed matters 
* _:t own perspective, emphasising that the Kingdom it 
. nined never to compromise the national soil. 


:.i THE Palestinians and the Jordanians are writhing 
- : cere hope to get good results from the bilateral talks 
:!j larted between them in Amman Wednesday as the two 
-k lint: to their unityand their common goals, said M 
Iolt ds:ly. The meetings in Amman constitute one mote 
in v c chain of efforts to attain coordination at all levels 
in * cooperation that would boost the nation's efforts 
:.n!s -gaining Arab rights, the paper noted- There is no 
b; it > the two sides are holding talks in good faith and in a 
::jrl «oirit as they both face the looming challenges and 
as ii» developments in the region and the events are 
in? f. 3:, making them pressed for time to achieve good 
*»r face unclear future, continued the daily. It should be 
= ssv. . 'the paper, that there can be no real coordination 

>ng At. . -untries involved in the peace process unless 
ianians ir.d i .'•-slinians reach genuine coordination first. 


Small steps on a long way ahead 

*■ — ... L .miatinn is that the PLO h; 


THE soKalled ultimatum (that's how the Western media 
described it) that His Majesty King Hussein served last week 
on Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat to come clear with Jordan and revive coordination or 
go separate ways is seen by many in the Arab World and 
elsewhere as pressure on Mr. Ararat and a Jordanian tactic. 
Unfortunately those who see the King's pointed comments 
from that perspective are short-sighted simply because they 
fail to grasp that the Jordanian stand did not come out of a 
vacuum. 

For them, the King's repeated references to Jordan's 
commitment to respecting the PLO as the sole representative 
of the Palestinian people and the assistance that Jordan 
extended to enable the Palestinians to participate in the 
26-month-old Arab-lsracli peace process meant a complaint 
that Jordan was being sidelined in the Israel-PLO negotiations 
on implementing the groundbreaking autonomy agreement 
signed on Sept. 13. 

It is naive for anyone to think that Jordan could be sidelined 
or turned into a player who reacts to events rather than 
initiating things. Jordan did not lived through the tragedies of 
the Arab World, particularly those which befell the Palestinian 
people, to be told, indirectly or directly, to take a back seat 
onto such ■; time other players are ready to deal. 

Quite simply, Jordan cannot afford to do and will not do so 
regardless of the limitations imposed on it. We have our 
national concerns as an independent sovereign state and we 
win not let those concerns be under the mercy of anyone. 
What we would like to have is a dear position based on a 
genuine desire for Arab coordination which will protect Arab 
interests in the context of the conflict with Israel without 
>mismg or jeopard isi ng Jordan's national interests, 
do not threaten anyone else's or come at the expense of 
another. 

The King’s dear call on the PLO to drop all references to a 
future Jordanian- Palestinian confederation until such time as 
the Palestinians could exercise their legitimate territorial and 
political rights stemmed from a constant reminder of the fact 
that many independent-seeking Palestinians were slowly 
losing confidence in the peace process because they see a 
confederation dominated by Jordan as the end result. 

Preoccupation with the problems of the past, mainly the 
fallout of die Palestinian problem, has been plaguing Jordan's 
political life for a long time. And it is unthinkable now we 
continue to pay the price for future shapes and eventualities 
based on assumptions that harm the entire process of bringing 
about security and stability that we all long for. 

For us in Jordan, having had to share a major part of the 
suffering along with the Palestinians, the strong comments the 
King made last week are very dear: Unless the PLO came 
forth with dearly defined political and economic options and 
worked out an unambiguous and transparent agreement on 
political and economic coordination with Jordan, the people 


on the both sides of the River Jordan stood to suffer while 
Israel reaped the benefits of the disarray in our ranks. 

If someone would like to interpret it as putting pressure on 
Mr. Arafat at a time when he is grappling with the task of 
extracting concessions from Israel in the self-rule negotiations, 
then let rt be so. 

It should be understood that the PLO has acquired not only 
tiie status of the sole legitimate representative of the Palesti- 
nian people but also the rcspcmsibifitics that go with it. One 
cannot have a half-measure of a representative status without 
having to shoulder the obligations and responsibilities that go 
with it. Having to deal utith the Jordanian position, stated 
publicly after having put up with procrastination and reti- 
cence, is part of that responsibility. 

The sympathy that we may fed for Mr. Arafat in his 
predicament with the Israelis does not necessarily mean that 
we wait patiently until such time he is fully convinced that he 
could not get anything more out of Israel during the interim 
period. 

A simple example in this context is the PLO’s quest for an 
independent Palestinian monetary authority in the occupied 
territories. For ail practical purposes, it could have secured 
Israeli approval for such an authority had it not been the 
attached demand that the authority be also empowered to 
issue a Palestinian currency. In the end, Israel ruled out both. 

In the same vein, many of the so-called experts on the 
Middle East conflict tend to describe the reopening of 
Joidanian commercial banks in the occupied territories as the 
main objective of the Jordanians strategy. Again, the question 
that they do not care to answer is: Can it be as simple as that? 
Can just the reopening of the banks mean a total and 
satisfactory answer to the concerns that Jordan has, including 
the human dimension of the conflict? 

Whether anyone likes it or not, Jordan has genuine concerns 
over the course of tire political and economic developments 
taking place in the context of the Israel-PLO negotiations on 
implementing self -rale. The Kingdom simply cannot wait 
round the corner after the PLO and Israel thrash out an 
agreement and then engage the PLO in accords that would 
inevitably have to be based on whatever Israel is uniting to 
grant the Palestinians in the first place during the interim 
period. 

Inasmuch as we in Jordan anxious to ensure that the 
Palestinians regain their territorial and political rights and that 
the autonomy accord succeeds in reaching the half-way point 
before “final status” negotiations start, the fact remains that it 
was the PLO which worked out the Oslo accord despite all its 
ambiguities and contradictions and, as such, it cannot blame 
anyone else or let anyone else pay the price for its shortcom- 
ings. 

At the same time, it does mean either that Jordan would like 
to sit back and await the results of the scenarios being played 
out between Israel and the PLO. The most disturbing element 


in thr enuation is that the PLO has not been exercising its 
option o? strengthening its own tend ^ coordinating doser 
with the Arabs, particularly Jordan itself. 



L jS time the PLO leadership took a closer look at recent 
Jordanian moves and undertakings in the regional and 
International scene to realise that in best i bethes njn-jjl 
forth with clarity and transparency in its dealing with ttte 

W ?£wer. the tingering suspicion (or at least that is how 
some describe it) that Jordan continues to harbour temtonal 
and political ambitions in the West Bank despite its severance 
of administrative and legal ties in 1988 seems to hold back the 
PLO leadership. How much of it is actual concern and how 
much of it is a smokescreen to hide behind is left to anyone s 

guess. 

However, it is against this backdrop that King Hussein 
repeatedly states that Jordan does not have any such designs 
and clearly affirmed that the Kingdom’s position on Jerusalem 
stems from religious considerations rather than a quest to 
stake a territorial claim to the Holy City. The approach is 
more significant and urgent when seen against the fact that the 
Israel-PLO agreement puts off the question of Jerusalem until 
the “final status" negotiations. What guarantees does anyone 
have against Israeli consolidation of its grip °" the Holy City 
and fait accomplis during the interim period. 

If the PLO has the answer to that, among other major- 
questions, then it should make it clear to Jordan with a view to 
assessing the probabilities and chances of addressing the 
concerns that not only Jordan but also the rest of the Muslim 
World have on the future of the Holy City. That is where 
genuine coordination begins. 

' Jordan is seeking a new era in relations with the Palesti- 
nians, as represented by the PLO, in a very clear framework 
which leaves no room for any ambiguity or suspicions. And if 
the PLO knows what it is doing, then it should realise and 
appreciate the frank and sincere positions of Jordan andcome 
forward and join hands in the same spirit and objective to 
serving the future of the people from both sides of the river. 

Signing agreements and loud proclamations of clarity and 
vision are simply not enough; they should be accompanied by 
sincerity and the vision of joint moves that protect the interests 
of both and preempt Israeli exploitation of Arab differences. 

Judging from the public and private comments from both 
sides after the latest round of talks in Amman following the 
so-called ultimatum, the first steps were taken towards the 
better relationship. But then these first steps have to be 
followed through with a genuine understanding of the pitfalls 
that await both if these steps were taken as an end . in 
themselves rather than the beginning of a process which 
should lead to positive results for both. 


The Week in Print 


Jordanian-Palestinian 
coordination is only solution 


to 





The local Arabic papers 
last week gave prominen- 
ce to the ongoing 
Jordanian-Palestinian 
talks on coordination of 
efforts regarding the 
peace process and their 
own future relationship. 
The press also discussed 
the Middle East peace, 
Arab affairs and a host of 
domestic issues. * 

Under the title: “Let 
this be the last of the crises 
between the two sides”, a 
columnist in A1 Dustour 
said that all the eyes are 
turned to Amman now to 
watch for good results 
coming out of the con- 
tinuing Jordanian- 
Pfekstinian mee tin gs. 

Everyone concerned 
about the Palestinian- 
Jordanian relationship is 
waiting to see the results 
of talks which aim at coor- 
dinating the two sides' 
positions in the coming 
round of peace talks and 
also to pave the ground 
for sound and fruitful rela- 
tionships in the coming 
stage, said Taher A( 
Udwan. 

Success of these talks, 
said the writer, means fai- 
lure of Israel's attempts to 
split the united people and 
failure to achieve its own 
policy of dealing separate- 
ly with Arab states in 
order to impose its hege- 
mony on them. 

Commenting on the 
ongoing talks, Sultan Al 
Hattab from Al Ra'i said 
that only the people on 
the two rides of the River 
Jordan can decide the fu- 
ture formula of union be- 
tween the Jordanians and 
the Palestinians. 

Sultan Al Hattab said 
that King Hussein in his 
speech in the past week 
had demanded that no 
Jordanian or Palestinian 
ought to talk about such a 
development until the 
land has been liberated 
and the usurped territories 
returned to their lawful 
owners, thus putting an 
end ;o speculation about* 
the confederation. 

Tareq Masarweh/a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i. said that 


Reviewed by Elia NasraUah 

since the days of Shuqairi, 
the former PLO leader, Jor- 
dan has been accused of 
dominating the West Bank. 

The writer said that Jordan 
was in a weak position be- 
cause it had always been de- 
fending the Palestinian cause 
and not its own; therefore. 

King Hussein has decided 
that the Palestinians should 
handle their own affairs. 

Noting that the King had 
accepted the 1974 Rabat 
summit resolution, which 
announced that the PLO is 
the sole representative of the 
Palestinians, the writer said 
that the King has the right 
now to demand that united 
action take place if the rela- 
tionship with the Palestinians 
is to continue, because, he 
said, the burdens are too 
heavy and coordination is a 
must at this stage. 

By rejecting the idea of 
confederation under the pre- 
sent circumstances. King 
Hussein has rejected the 
Israeli conspiracy against 
Palestine and Jordan, said 
Fahd Al Fanck in Al Ra'i. 

The writer said that Israel 
bad wanted to fuse this con- 
federation in order to impose 
its own influence on Jordan 
through the Palestinian 
autonomy rule which the 
Jewish state is planning to 
transform into an entity sub-' 
jected to the Israeli economy. 

The writer said that the 
King has put an end to the 
idea of confederation at this 
stage because this idea can 
only be discussed once the 
Palestinians had won their . 
freedom in an independent 

homeland. 

Mahmoud Rimawi. a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, expressed 
his view that Jordanian- 
Friestiman coordination Is a 
most If the peace process b to 
achieve Its asp ir ed end. Dif- 
ferences serve no Arab party 
and only through a united, 
stand can the Arabs face the 
challenge of peace, said the 
writer. There is no alterna- 
tive to coordination among 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
brothers as they are the 
closest to the Palestinian 
problem and most affected by 
the results of the coming 
peace, he said. 

We had thought that 1993 
was the year of peace for the 
Middle East region, but we 
have entered the new year 
with no signs of it being on its 
way, said Mohammad 
Kawash in Ai Dustour. 

We had thought that the' 


Oslo deal was an optimistic 
sign for a good beginning of 
Israeli withdrawals from 
occupied Arab land, starting 
early in 1994. but all these 
hopes have not been fulfilled 
to date, added the writer. 

Of course, he said, nothing 
was achieved since the 
Israelis are holding on to 
their intransigent positions 
and it seems that after all the 
efforts no one, including 
Washington, is able to exer- 
cise pressure on Israel to 
honour its pledges, said the 
writer. Only a miracle, he 
added, can break the dead- 
lock now. 

Tareq Masarwch com- 
mented on a vbH by Qatar’s 
foreign minister to Jordan 
last week by quoting him as 
saying that the sanctions on 
Iraq should end and that 
Arab differences should van- 
ish. 

The columnist, who writes 
in Al Ra’i said that calls for 
pan-Arab solidarity have 
been coming not only from 
Qatar but also from Oman 
and other states in the region, 
reflecting the feelings of the 
Arab masses. 

The two Gulf states are 
spearheading efforts in the 
Gulf region to end die plight 
of the Iraqi people, a step 
which is ought to be taken by 
the other Arab countries, he 
said. 

Indeed, it is more reason- 
able and honourable for the 
Arabs to end the sanctions on 
Iraq before the other worid 
countries can take the steps 
in this direction, added the 
writer. 

It was Prince Hassan who 
opened the way for the 
Qatari minister’s visit to Jor- 
dan to break the ice in rela- 
tions with (he Gulf states, 
said Mohammad Kawash in 
Al Dustour. 

The Qatari minister's visit 
gave a strong indication of 
Qatar's positive response to 
Jordan's call for solidarity 
and brotherly relations, said 
the writer. 

He said that Arab states' 
differences, caused by the 
Gulf crisis, should be trans- 
cended in the interest of the 
Arab Nation. 

Saleh Al Oallab. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. tack- 
led the problem arising from 
the street stalls and street 
vendors on the pavements of 
Zarqa, the second largest 
Jordanian city. 

The writer said that the 
local authorities in Zarqa are 



M.KAHZL 


now chasing away (he street 
vendors because their stalls 
are allegedly abstracting traf- 
fic and serving as a black 
market. 

But these vendors have 
been seeing this kind of trade 
for years and this is the only 
means of earning a decent 
Hving for their families, he 
said. 

The solution to this prob- 
lem lies in creating an open 
air market for the vendors in 
the Zarqa region, which the 
authorities have promised to 
do, the writer said. He ex- 
pressed hope that the prob- 
lem would end soon. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab daily wondered when 
the Amman- Jcrash road and 
the Amman-Dead Sea road 
would be completed, after 
years since the start of this 
job. Nazih Qousus said the 
public bas been promised 
over and over again that the 
roads would be completed 
soon, but the deadline was 
overlooked every time. 

These two roads are essen- 
tial for promoting tourism in 
Jordan and wc demand that 
they be finished as soon as 
possible, said the writer. He 
said that the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works is responsible to 
see to it that the work is 
completed according to the 
term of the contract and in 
the public interest. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
raised the question of dual 
derisions by successive gov- 
ernment: referring in par- 
ticular to a specific project in 
Aqaba. Ahmrd Shaker said 
that under the previous gov- 
ernment the decision was 
taken to set up tourist facili- 
ties along the southern coast 
of Aqaba and a local firm had 
been awarded a contract and 
staned work, only to be stop- 
ped by the present govern- 
ment last month. 

The writer questioned the 
wisdom behind the order to 
halt the project in which the 
local company has invested a 
fortune and which, when 
completed, would earn the 
Kingdom a fortune from the 
tourist business. 


LETTERS 


Empty symbols 

To the Editor: 

The banana republic is an old phenomenon in the relationship 
between developed and underdeveloped countries. This phe- 
nomenon is actually the backbone of neocolonialism, where- 
by the economic interests of foreign corporations are pre- 
served and promoted in an ex-colony by a strong paramilitary 
force. These banana republics possess only the trappings and 
symbols of independence; a flag, a president, a big police 
force. 

Latin America was at one point a bunch of banana republics 
whose resources, which were primarily agricultural were 
usurped by corporations like the United Fruit Company 
which essentially became the decision makers in Latin 
America after formal colonialism ended at the turn of the 
century. This was no blessing for the people of Latin America 
nor for the continent itself. Neocolonialism and banana 
republics are in fact the direct cause of poverty, incurable 
environmental catastrophes, the non-c.xistence of basic human 
rights, and severe underdevelopment of the continent. 

Again, it is important to emphasise that banana republics 
nave been around for almost one hundred years, li is clear that 
the transition from colonised entity to banana republic is not 
beneficial for the indigenous population. 

Thus, it is alarming that the Palestinian people could be 
subjected to a legal states even less than that of a banana 
republic; a banana self-autonomous region. This banana 
self-autonomous region actually has no defined borders it is 
physically disj«med, it has few natural resources, the most 
significant b^ng small banana and citrus groves owned mostiy 
by wealthy Jerusalamiie families, and H contains the most 
populated and one of the most polluted areas on 
earth, whtrii. according to Edward Said, makes Sow et ??oSk 
like a resort town. IOOK 

. Have the Palestinians become so obsessed by svmboJ« 
ihcy tu.vc forgot.cn what these symbols ough? toTcmes^-. 
raising a flag, holding paramilitary parades havinl * 
dent? What value do these symiSs tai to f bE 
self-autonomous region? Will these symbols brine abom rK 
development of the physically disjointed ataJSvSt 
Palestinians be al owed to determine their own destiny'’ Will 
SSS* ,h " r huma " rights and =„i„TS 5S 

It is not symbols that last, but what these symbols « a „ rf w 
do. Is it not (note t0 have symbols which sSfor nothing? 

Z«ld Zalatimo, 

Amman. 


7!he Jordan Times welcomes letters and mnini, .■ 
nwfcra on any subject they wish to tacfc/c ffeS 
pubheauon. however, should ^ 

preferably address as well /dames can be vrithh^d !! 
SSf** 7T^ Undcr Spcoa/ aramstonces. Lettc^are si 

responsible forthZZZ* 
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wpression and creativity An old idea is gathering new scientific support 


By Natalie Angier 


£5 


ff YORK — As long as 
have been poets to pierce 
darkness with their di- 

id songs, and painters to 

capture rays of sun shattering 

* os cool cathedral stone, and 
‘*'ajtists of all persuasions to 
" consort with the gods and ar- 
• ' titillate the union, there have 

- ■ been social critics to notice that 
1 an awful lot of these creative 
’ '■ people are mentally unsound. 
"*■' “Why is it,” Aristotle asked 
: * in the fourth century B.C., 

> “that all men who are out- 
•; standing in philosophy, poetry 
--or the arts are melancholic?” 
I Three hundreds years ago, 
’ ~the'Engiish poet John Dryden 
wrote: “Great wits are sure to 
, 'madness near allied / And thin 

- - partitions do their bounds di- 
■vide,” a sweet couplet that has 

• since degenerated into the sor- 
-•ry-cliche. “There is a thin line 

■ between genius and madness.” 
•„ ‘Yet as with any . dichd 

: worth the iteration, this one 
4 -has a sizable grain of truth in it. 

• After many decades of quarrcl- 
v ■ ing over how to define slippery 

./and cjxn subjective terms like 
. ‘.‘madness” and “creativity,” 
psychiatrists, neurologists and 
.evolutionary geneticists at last 
have accrued powerful evi- 

■ deuce that the link between 
'.certain mental disorders and 

.artistic achievement is real. 
Study after study has shown 
■that people in the arts suffer 
■ .disproportionately high rates 
of mood disorders, particularly 

■ mani c depression and major 
' .depression. 

■ ! Those with manic depress- 

- ion, or bipolar disorder, oscil- 
. late between summit and abyss 

• — ^ between a sense of grandeur 
and recklessness, a boundless, 
Knockabout energy that feasts 
on itself and disdains the need 
for sleep; and a profound de- 
pression in which anguish, 
lethargy and self-hatred 
dominate. Many of the most 
eminent creators seem to have 


had full-blown manic depress- 
ion, others have had milder^ 
forms of the disorder and still' 
others have suffered repeated 
episodes of major depression, 
the same bleakness seen in the 
downswing of manic depress- 
ion but without its euphoric 
counterpart. 

As Dr. Kay Redfield, Jami- 
son points out in her recent 
book. Touched with Fire: 
Manic Depressive Illness and 
the Artistic Temperament, the 
list of artists in whom manic 
depression or severe depress- 
ion has been diagnosed with 
confidence is a pantheon . of 


glory: Lord Byron, Percy Bys- 
she Shelley, Herman Melville, 
Robert Schumann, Virginia 
Woolf, Samuel Taylor Col- 
eridge, Robert Lowell and 
Theodore Roethke, to name 
but a very few. 

“Most of the best studies m 
this area have only been done 
in the last few years,” Dr. 
Jamison, a professor of 
psychiatry at the Johns Hop- 
kins University School of 
Medicine in Baltimore, said in 
an interview: “People think 
this whole area of research is 
very squishy, very puffy and 
unsubstantiated. They don’t 


Epilepsy’s impact 
on artistry 

APART FROM mood disorders, other disturbances of the 
brain have been associated with artistic creation, in particular 
temporal lobe epilepsy. In this disease, the temporal lobes on 
the sides of the brain, where memory and feelings reside, are 
intermittently seized by chaotic storms of electrical hyperactiv- 
ity* 

Although the seizures may be undetectable to observers, 
they can prompt symptoms like hallucinations, powerful 
religious sensations, fury, fear, joy and — a blessing for those 
in the arts — an unquenchable desire to write or draw, a desire 
that persists even after the seizure is over. 

Seizures are different physiological events from episodes of 
mania or depression, but they can exert on an artists a similar 
sense of grandeur and mastery. 

Thom Jones, whose recent collection of short stories, “The 
Pugilist at Rest” (1993), is a finalist for the National Book 
Award, said his temporal lobe epilepsy, which he traces to a 
brain injury suffered while boxing, profoundly defines his 
personality and his work. 

“Before my injury. I wasn’t inclined to be a reader, or 
obsessed with God and the meaning of life," he said. “Ever 
since this happened to me. I’ve been a more introspective guy, 
constantly reading philosophy, studying world religions and 
then having a fever, literally a fever, to write.' 

“It’s a Inst, an obsession, to put it down, and in the act of 
writing I'm not Thom Jones. And it's such a relief to not be 
Thom Jones.” 

Some famous, and famously mad, creators may have 
suffered from both temporal lobe epilepsy and manic depress- 
ion, including Edgar Allan Poe and Vntcent van Gogh. Van 
Gogh's blend of mental agony and creative passion was so 
profound that despair finally drove him at the age of 37 to 
shoot himself in the chest, and died of his wound two days 
later. 


realise how solid and consis- 
tent the work really is.” 
Psychiatrists have found that 
among distinguished artists, 
the rates of manic depression 
and major depression are 10 to 
30 times as prevalent as in the 
population at large. 

Importantly, the periods of 
either mania or depression are 
interrupted by long stretches of 
normality in which the artists 
appear in command of their 
work. 

“People have a problem 
with the idea that someone can 
be both very healthy and very 
ili,” Dr. Jamison said. “But 
those with manic depression 
can be very scarred and ex- 
tremely confident at the same 
time. And it takes that hyper- 
confidence when you’re break- 
ing down borders in art and 
doing things that haven’t been 
done before.” 

Although creativity is 
obviously an essential element 
in many professions, the link 
between creativity and mental 
instability is more pronounced 
in the arts than in other fields. 
For example. Dr, Arnold M. 
Ludwig, a professor of 
psychiatry at the University of 
Kentucky Medical Centre in 
Lexington and author' of a 
forthcoming book. The Price 
of Greatness looked at the 
incidence of psychiatric illness 
among 1,004 eminent men and 
women. 

Considering individuals in 
eight creative-arts professions 
and 10 other professions, of 
the stature of Aldons Huxley, 
Alexander Graham Bell. 
Albert Einstein and Henri 
Matisse, Dr. Ludwig disco- 
vered that psychiatric disturb- 
ances were far more common 
among the artists than among 
the others. For example, the 
rate of alcoholism was 60 per 
cent among actors and 41 per 
cent among novelists, but only 
3 per cent among those in the 
physical sciences and 10 per 
cent among military officers. 
In the case of manic depress- 


ion, 17 per cent of the actors 
and 13 per cent of the poets 
were thought to have had die 
disorder, while those in the 
sciences were believed to have 
suffered from It at a rate of less 
than 1 per cent, comparable to 
the incidence in the general 
population. 

Observing the striking con- 
cordance between emotional 
volatility and creativity, some 
researchers are now seeking to 
understand the neurobiological 
basis of both mental instability 
and inspiration, and to learn 
how a mood disorder may 
nourish or sharpen creative 
thinking. 

Some scientists suggest that 
because manic-depressive pa- 
tients are ever riding the 
biochemical express between 
emotional extremes, their 
brains, end up more complexly 
wired and remain more persis- 
tently plastic than do the brains 
of less mercurial sorts. That 
heightened interconnectedness 
between one neural neighbour- 
hood and die next, as well as 
an ongoing receptivity to new 
information, may allow a per- 
son with a mood disorder to 
synthesise seemingly incon- 
gruous thoughts and to reima- 
gine the ordinary into the ex- 
traordinary — the essence of 
artistic creation. 

Preliminary brain imaging 
studies do indicate that diffe- 
rent regions of the brain are 
perturbed during either manic 
or depressive episodes , bol- 
stering the idea that a bipolar 
mood disorder could be a glob- 
al arouser of mental activity. 

Dr. Jamison and others also 
propose that the excessive 
energy of a manic episode may 
give rise to a volcano of ideas 
that tire mind can then shape 
into something meaningfal 
during the less frenetic, more 
sceptical moments of a de- 
pression or a bout of normal- 
ity. 

Some researchers are look- 
ing at tiie problem from an 


evolutionary angle* arguing 
that manic depression in not a 
disease but a trait, a fairly 
common genetic variation on a 
temperamental theme that in 
prehistoric times conferred 
strong advantages to those who 
inherited it. From family and 
twin studies, researchers have 
concluded that a predisposition 
to manic depression is strongly 
inherited (although recent 
attempts to isolate a gene have 
proved fruitless). Given the 


prevalence of manic depress- 
ion in the population, the gene 
or genes responsible for the 
disorder could not .possibly be 
around by chance.. Instead, 
geneticists argue, the trait has 
been retained by evolution for 
a reason. 

“If this were simply an 
erroneous, random mutation, 
you’d expect to see maybe 1 in 
3,000 people with the dis- 
order,” said 'Dr. Daniel Will- 
son, who divides his time be- 


tween practising clinical 
psychiatry at Harvard Mctfical 
School ami studying anthropol- 
ogy at Cambridge Umrersity in 
England. “Instead, the inci- 
dence is at least 1 in 100' or 
even higher, whether you're 
looking at people in New York 
City or the Kalahari Desert^So 
you’re tanring about a gtoe 
system that is 30, even 100 
times more common than it 
ought to be — ” New York 
Times. 


Mapping Madness and Genius 

The quantity, if not the quajity, of the cpmposer Robert Schumann’s 
output varied strikingiy with episodes of depression or mania and 
the relatively benign periods between. He lived from 1810 to 1856, 
when he died of self-starvation. 
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Jordan, PLO sign economic accord 


(Continued from page 11 

was the number one priority in 
die economic pact signed on 
Friday. A joint technical com- 
mittee will be established to 
supervise the reopening of 
’ortfc^uan bank branches in the 
occupied territories, and to 
coordinate monetary and 
financial policies in Palestine 
and. to agree on policies of 
investment. Dr. Anani said. 

He said that around 300 mil- 
lion dinais, almost one fourth 
of dinars issued by the Central 
BaBk, were in circulation in 
the occupied territories and it 
was the duty of the joint tech- 
nical committee to supervise 
the stability of currency in the 
territories. 

However, tire previous draft 

• stipulated that the CBJ was the 
party 'authorised, in a joint 
manner between the two sides, 

: to. reorganise the reopening of 
■Jordanian bank branches 

• which 'were closed in 1967 by 
.the occupying authorities. 

'Mr. Nashashibi said a 
'Palestinian central bank was 
. nor established yet, and the 
setting up of one was being 

• considered and studied by the 
PLO; therefore there would be 

.no role, during the interim 
period, for such a central bank 
-in ttie monetary and financial 
affairs, in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

. • He said the Jordanian dinar 
/would JA the tender used in the 
•Palestinian territories. Howev- 
er,* the agreement allowed for 
the use of other Arab intema- 
. *tional- currencies according to 
. 'the economic benefit and in- 
terests of the Palestinian eco- 
nomy 'and in complete coor- 
dination with the CBJ. The 
previous draft stipulated that 
therJordanian dinar would con- 
tinue. to be the only legal ten- 
derm Palestine throughout the 
interim period. 

Dr. Anani explained that 
-this issue was agreed because it 
took -into consideration reali- 
ties- on the ground in the octu- 
pietltenitories. “We must take 
jntc ^consideration the fact that 
otirV" currencies are currently 
in use in the occupied territor- 
ies .hreh as the dollar and the 
Egyptian pound used in Gaza 
Strip.- but the Jordanian dinar 
remains the major tender,” he 
explained. 

A . Dr.- Anani said bank bran- 
ches- would open in the West 
Buik. very soon, as soon as 
technical matters were 
firmed. 

In terms of priority, we 
thi it that banking and reopen- 
in »?f bank branches in the 
Bank is the thing we can 
inmediateiy embark upon,” 
- fir. Anani said. In the banking 
sector, he said, both sides 
agreed to study and cooperate 
in the field of specialised credit 
ir; 4 ' ions. 

(•r. Nashashibi said both 
sides also agreed that Jordan 


and the “liberated Palestinian 
territories" would act as one 
market and trade between 
them would be considered in-, 
ternal trade. .. . £JW 


mentioned in the economic 
pact. 

However, some PLO offi- 
cials in Tunis said that Mr. 
Kaddoumi arrived to Jordan to 


“The '.accord has' set joi^f ^.coortfinate^on future! relations 
■ — - i ' -- * and to feactiVatetiiAjouif eofn- 


S 


objectives' in developing 
trade and free movemei 
persons, goods, and 
the PLO official said. 

The second priority, accorch 
ing to Dr. Anani, is trade. He 
said the volume of trade be- 
tween Palestine and Jordan 
was left open, contrary to the 
previous draft which specified 
that the volume of trade be- 
tween the two sides would be 
no less than $300 million in the 
first year,’ to be increased dur- 
ing the next two years. 

“Concerning the trade issue, 
which will be pressing upon us 
very soon, unfortunately we 
cannot do things our own way. 
We have to remember there is 
still an occupier and we have to 
unify our positions in order to 
confront the Israeli designs to 
divert trade between us in 
favour of the Israeli economy. 
This is the gist of whar we have 
agreed upon." Dr. Anani said. 

Dr. Anani said both sides 
have agreed to deal with priori- 
ties and to activate the joint 
committees which should be 
meeting very soon, probably 
next week. He said the econo- 
mic pact would be submitted to 
the Cabinet for approval to- 
day. 

Dr. Anani said the only 
arantees for implementing 
e pact “is the fact rhat we 
have no other alternative." 

He said the “seriousness 
with which we dealt with this 
issue, the haggling over every 
specific term that was used m it 
reflected our belief in serious 
intentions on both sides to put 
it into implementation was a 
guarantee.” 

He added that the question 
of guarantees whether the 
agreement would be honoured 
was not a “valid question. 
There are no such things as 
guarantees because we eman- 
ated from our deep conviction 
that our interests are interre- 
lated and must be coordinated 
and streamlined and we did not 
adopt anything that was not in 
line with the interests of both 
Palestinian and Jordanian peo- 
ple.” 

Mr. Nashashibi said: “One 
important guarantee was our 
political will, and our decisions 
are our genuine interest. These 
determine the real guarantees. 
We signed it by our free will.” 

Dr. Anani said the agree- 
ment would prevent any future 
misunderstandings between 
Jordan and the Palestinians. 
He noted that after reported 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho and the 
PLO assumes power in these 
territories, Jordan would be 
ready to cooperate in line with 
specified and agreed steps 


mittees, ratfcer_ than sign the 
economic pact. They said dur- 
ing the first meeting on 
Wednesday, Jordanian offi- 
cials had insisted on the need 
at sign the agreement or else 
face further deterioration of 
Palestinian- Jordanian relations 
because Jordan was not pre- 
pared to wait forever until the 
PLO was ready to sign. 

One PLO official said that 
Mr. Kaddoumi came to Am- 
man authorised by the PLO’s 
Executive Committee to reach 
accords with Jordan, but was 
trying to win time because Mr. 
Arafat’s wish was to wait until 
the PLO-Israeli negotiations 
on withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho were final- 
ised. Jordanian officials, 
angered by what they saw as 
the PLO's lack of seriousness, 
pushed for signing the accord. 
Mr. Arafat was in direct con- 
tact with Mr. Kaddoumi and 
the Jordanians, directing his 
delegation and requesting 
amendments which led to his 
approval for signing the agree- 
ment, officials said. 

Dr. Anani told reporters 
that King Hussein’s directives 
and bis insistence on con- 
tinuous and practical coordina- 
tion were welcomed by ■ the . 
organisation. 

“We think the pact is ready' 
for implementation, and we 
have big challenges ahead of 
us, we are pleased with the 
achievement of this economic 
accord and with the fact that 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat was in direct consulta- 
tion with us during the meet- 
ings until late hours in the 
night,” Dr. Anani said. 


Mexico revolt: Reminder of region’s other. rebels 


By Andrew Cawthorne 
Reuter 

PANAMA CITY — Mexico’s- 
peasant uprising is* a reminder 
,4b^^iiile the bjoody wars, 
characterising 'Central Amer- 
ica in the 1970s and 1980s are 
over, smaller-scale rebel activ- 
ity still smoulders throughout 
the region. 

From the poor state of 
Chiapas on the Mexico- 
Guatemala border where Indi- 
ans launched their new year’s 
day insurrection, to the jungle 
regions of southeasterly Pana- 
ma controlled by Colombian 
guerrillas, armed revolutionary 
bands are a persistent 
annoyance if not a serious 
threat to fentral America's 
elected rulers. — 

“The great social explosions 
of the 1970s and 1980s have 
burnt themselves out, but 
there are other sources of ener- 
gy now, albeit smaller, which 
keep the revolutionary fires 
burning sporadically,” said 
Marco Gandasegui, of the 
Panama-based Centre for 
Latin American Studies. 

"What the Chiapas revolt — 
and last year’s events in Guate- ■ 
mala and Nicaragua — show is 
that where governments fail to 
resolve social problems, peo- 
ple are still prepared to take up 
arms as the only solution left to 
them,” M-r. Gandasegui 
added. 

In Guatemala, up to 800 
leftist rebels from the Guate- 
malan National Revolutionary 
Unity (URNG) are still fight- 
ing a 33-year-old war which has 
claimed at least 100,000 lives. 
The heavy fighting of the 
1980s, however, has turned to 
sporadic terrorist attacks on 
the URNG in rural areas. 

In Nicaragua, as many as 
2,000 former combatants from 
both sides of the 1980s civil war 


took up arms last year against 
the government of President 
Violeta Chamorro. An army 
offensive and government 
amnesty 4argelytuexitrtfiscd the ;? 
threat, bnt -Wnitid ‘•Kufc^stig^ 
operate in the countryside. 

El Salvador's Farabundo 
Marti Liberation Front 
(FMLF), which fought a 12- 
year-long war against the gov- 
ernment, is now an official 
political party, but in rcceqt 
weeks the Salvador and Guate- 
malan. governments! have said 
that FMLN elements 'may be 
shipping arms to the URNG. 

The FMLN Jias vehemently 
denied the accusations, but it 
admitted the existence of sec- 
ret arms caches last year after 
several were found in Ei Salva- 
dor, Nicaragua and Honduras. 

Even Panama — which re- 
mained relatively peaceful while* 
wars’eame and went elsewhere 
■ in the region' — has its prob- 
lems. 

Leftist Colombian rebels re- 
portedly control large areas of 
Panama’s Darien jungle for 
use in drug trafficking and as a 
launch pad for guerrilla activity 
in Colombia. 

At the other end of the 
country, a small band of sol- 
diers from former dictator 
Manuel Antonio Noriega's 
military are believed to be 
organising terrorist attacks 
from a hideout in the western 
highlands near Costa Rica. 

Mr. Gandasegui said prob- 
lems of poverty, unemploy- 
ment and landlessness were the 
driving force behind most of 
the intermittent guerrilla activ- 
ity in the region. 

“While many are forging 
ahead with industrial develop- 
ment and free trade agree- 
ments, others are still strug- - 
gling to survive and sometimes 
see revolutionary methods as 
the only ones left to them," he 


said. 

The rebel activity of pre- 
vious decades was aided in part 
by cpltLwar rivalry ^ 
'Vtirfc n& t became ““ 

ror'fire Struggle 

United States and its .adversar 
ies. The leftists Tdeeived sup-, 
port from sympathetic coun- 
tries, but, with the collapse of 
communism, that support frail 
but gone. 

Indian activist Atchcio 
Lopez warned that, instead of 
ideology, an increaanfe mili- 
tancy among the region’s in- 
digenous people may fuel guer- 
rilla activity in the future. 

“Indigenous people are no 
longer prepared to tolerate the 
disgraceful disregard of their 
problems,” said Mr. Lopez, a 


While none of the region’s 
guerrilla movements are offi- 
cially united, many observers 

t« r 30ffi<5iUi^n Guatemala and 


Panamanian Kuna who often 
represents Latin American In- 
dians at international forums. 



tomorrow in 
Panama if they 
ignore us.” 

Indians are believed' to make 
up the bulk of the self-styled 
. Zapatista National liberation. 
Army whose four-day-old up- 
rising in Chiapas has so for . 
claimed at least 93 live£. / 


-Mexico hk*f?been quickrto say 
die Chiapas rebels have mem- 
bers from El Salvador and 
Guatemala, but an official 
statement from the Mexican 
government has said there 
were no indications of URNG 
involvement. 
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MODERN M0NTESS0RI SCHOOL (mms) 

P.O.Box 2444 Shmeisam, Amman - Jordan . 
Telephone: 660504, Fax: 684905 

We are pleased to inform you that Registration for the intensive Brimazy 
Teacher Training Coarse, held at the MMS in affiliation with the London 
Montessori Centre, is still open and until Wednesday the 12th. of. 
January, 1994. 

Duration of the course is (10) weeks, starting January 15th., 1994 at 3:45 p.m. 
The course is designed to provide teachers, prospective teachers, and parents 
with specialised knowledge and skills in helping primary students acquire 
independent new learning habits. 

The course offers trainees excellent job opportunities whether in the Modem 
Montessori School or other schools in Jordan and abroad. 

Those who are interested in taking the course are kindly requested to 
call or visit the school’s administration, taking into account that Job 
applications for the scholastic year 1994-1995 are available upon 
registration. 
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High Speed Photocopier 

■ 76 Copies per Minute 

■ Document Handier 

■ Computer Forms Feeder 
■/Automatic Duplexing 

■ 3-Way Papaer Feed (2000+1000+600) 

■ Rnishing (Automatic Sorting & stapling) 

■ Job Programmable 

■ 2 Separate Document Input Systems 
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Gulf Arabs start ’94 with tough road ahead 


DUBAI (R) — Gulf Arab 
economies start 3994 with a 
difficult road ahead and gov- 
ernments struggling with low 
oil prices and budget deficits. 

Economists say the 1993 col- 
lapse of oil prices to five-year 
lows of just above S13 per 
barrel sent shock waves 
through the region and put 
pressure on governments to 
spend less. 

“This shock will not be a 
short term issue and its con- 
tinuation will lead to big eco- 
nomic pressures/' said leading 
Kuwaiti economist Jassem Al 
Saadoun. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest oil producer, and Oman 
have issued 1994 budgets with 
spending cuts. Officials in the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait say they plan to do the 
same. 

Economists sav Bahrain and 


Qatar are likely to follow. 

But diplomats say the Gulf 
economies remain strong. 

“It is important to keep 
things in perspective. We are 
talking about extremely large 
figures in the Saudi budget and 
it is an extremely large market, 
so it is wrong to assume the 
good days are over/' one di- 
plomat said. 

“They have been in a situa- 
tion of low oil prices before 
and they have come through 
it." he added. 

But vast oil reserves will 
help cushion the pain. 

Cuts in spending will also 
send a positive message to 
world markets that the govern- 
ments are serious about deal- 
ing with their budget deficits, 
diplomats say. 

Saudi Arabia issued a nearly 
balanced 1994 budget cutting 
spending by 20 per cent to 160 


billion riyals (542.67 billion) 
from last year's budgeted 
196.95 billion ($52.52 billion). 

King Fahd ordered govern- 
ir ini departments not to forge 
a; y deals which would add 
o sts to future budgets in the 
k ngdom. which pumps about 
eight million barrels of oil a 
**■ 

Experts put Saudi's monthly 
oil revenue in December at 
around S3 billion, down from 
S3.S billion in November. They 
estimate it has up to S10 billion 
non-oil revenue a year. 

In Kuwait, where officials 
have said the 1994 budget 
would have spending cuts, eco- 
nomists estimate that if the oil 
prices keep falling the emirate 
could lose up to $200 million a 
month. 

In the UAE. expected to 
issue its 1994 budget later this 
month, economists say that the 


non-oil sector stands at about 
60 per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) and that eco- 
nomic growth — which in- 
creased 20 per cent in 1991-92 
and five per cent in 1992-93 — 
will continue at a lower rate. 

The impacts of spending cuts 
on Gulf economies depended 
largely on which sectors arc 
cut. Diplomats say it is difficult 
to guess in the case of Saudi 
Arabia, whose budget did not 
give any details. 

“The problem now is how to 
distribute the cut and which 
sectors is it going to affect,” 
Sheikh Saadoun said. 

“If it touches defence then it 
won't have any economic 
effects, but if it touches the 
infrastructure then it will have 
political and social repercus- 
sions which would mean a de- 
cline in the income and level of 
services,” he added. 


Diplomats say Gulf Arab 
states — which plan to spend 
S65 billion over the next 10 
years on weapons and defence 
systems — were unlikely to 
scale down spending on de- 
fence- 

“We believe Saudi Arabia 
still has the intention of spend- 
ing on defence,” one diplomat 
said. It has contracts to buy 
about S40 billion worth of arms 
by the end of the century. 

The Washington Post news- 
paper. which said last summer 
Saudi Arabia was bankrupt, 
reported Friday that the king- 
dom needs more time to pay 
for some S30 billion in U.S. 
weapons it has ordered and is 
asking to stretch out pay- 
ments. 

Diplomats say the kingdom 
still has to finance large infras- 
tructure projects for its 17 mil- 
lion people. Per capita GDP is 


put at between $8,000 and 

$ 10 , 000 . 

“There were signs towards 
the end of last year that they 
were cutting back on agricultu- 
ral subsidies... but for example 
construction is still going on/’ 
one said. 

Economists and diplomats 
say it is now essential for Gulf 
governments to give the pri- 
vate sector a bigger role, a 
policy most have been follow- 
ing for the past few years. 

The cut in spending is un- 
likely to affect directly the Gulf 
people, who in genera) enjoy a 
high standard of living. 

“As long as governments 
maintain the welfare system, 
then the man in the street is 
happy.” one diplomat said. 

There arc no signs that Gulf 
governments plan to cut spend- 
ing on subsidies, utilities and 
services to their citizens. 


U.S. slams Japan on trade dialogue 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States Friday accused 
Japan of thwarting bilateral 
trade negotiations, saying 
Tokyo was “totally resisting 
any serious dialogue” on the 
question of auto imports. 

Undersecretary of state for 
economic affairs Joan Spero 
told reporters there had been 
tittle progres s in any of the 
areas of negotiations between 
the two countries. 


The two countries had 
hoped to reach a framework 
agreement by the time of a 
planned Feb. II meeting be- 
tween President Clinton and 
Japanese Prime Minister Mori- 
hiro Hosokawa. 

“We are intensively meeting 
virtually every day in some 
forum or other with the 
Japanese to try and reach 
agreement on our 
framework," said Ms. Spero in 


a news briefing at the State 
Department. “It seems that in 
all of the areas our Japanese 
interlocutors are being quite 
rigid.” 

“They (the Japanese) are 
totally resisting any serious di- 
alogue in automotive and auto 
parts issues. So- they are very 
very tough negotiations and we 
don’t see a lot of progress,” 
she said. 

The attack came a day after 


Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen criticised Japan for 
allowing the yen to slide 
against the dollar in an effort 
to boost exports and pull its 
economy out of recession. 

“Allowing the yen to slide is 
not an acceptable way out of 
recession foT Japan,” Mr. 
Bentsen said. 

The weak yen makes 
Japanese products more com- 
petitive on world markets and 


thus helps the country’s be- 
leaguered exporters. 


’ But those benefits will come 
at the expense of U.S. and 
other companies outside Japan 
and tend to increase, rather 
than reduce, the country's $130 
billion overall trade surplus. 
Nearly half of rhat surplus is 
with the United States. 


on between the United States 
and Japan. In one, under the 
so-called ‘framework agree- 
ment speed last summer between 
Mr. Clinton and Kidrii Miyazawa, 
then Japanese prime minister. 


Ms. Spero said there were 
two categories of talks going 


the rides are discussing govern- 
ment procurement, particular- 
ly telecommunications and 
medical equipment, insurance, 
autos and auto parts and 
macro-economic policy. 


Dollar seen reaching PM 1.80 in 3 months, falling to 105^en 


Following is a report submitted by Nasear Na6oH, 
private client group, Merrill Lynch Dubai 


Overview 


Fundamental view: The dollar has surged to the DM 1.74 and yen 
113 level in recent days in response to mounting evidence of 
robust U.S. growth in the fourth quarter. With our U.S. analysts 
emphasising prospects for better-than -consensus growth in 1994, 
we are adjusting upward our expected path for the U.S. dollar this 
year. 

We are maintaining our 12-month target of DM/U.S.S 1.85, but 
now expect the dollar to reach the DM/U.S.S 1.80 lever, in 3 
months. We still expect large Japanese current account surpluses 
to bring renewed upward pressure on the yen, but we have 
moderated our 12-month tavgert from JPY/U.S.S 100 to JPY/ 
U.S.S 105. 


s tre n gth. 

We have adjusted upward our projected path for the U.S. 
dollar this year. We still expect large Japanese current account 
surpluses to bring renewed upward pressure on the yen, but we 
have moderated oar 12-month target from JPY/U.S.S 100 to 
JPYAJ.S.S 105. 


Technical view: The U.S. dollar was strong against most major 
currencies during 1993 as it posted gams against six of the seven 
currencies we regularly discuss; the Japanese yen was the only 
currency that managed to post an annual gain against the 
greenback. In the end. the U.S. dollar index rallied 4.9% for the 
-year and finished at a 29-month bigh- 

None the less, neither .short nor medium term momentum tor 
the dollar index has confirmed this most recent st r e n gth and the 
latter in particular appears to be peaking. This, plus a generally 
overbought sentiment background, implies that the current 
strength may not be sustainable. While some further rally is still 
possible over the near term, the medium term outlook probably 
favours the currencies. Resistance for the dollar index is indicated 
at 97_50- 98.00. Nearby support is just above 94.00. 


Technical view: The Japanese yen rallied 11.8 per cent against the 
U.S. dollar for all of 1993, making it by for the strongest currency 
of the six we regularly discuss; indeed, it was the only currency in 
that group to past a year-to-year gain. The currency has been 
generally weak since July, however. In that regard, momentum 
has not confirmed the weakness and the sentiment background is 
oversold. 

Since we believe that the weakness is correcting the rally during 
the first part of the year (from 126 J.YJU.S.5 to 101), a normal 
reaction would likely be limited to the 113-114 range and almost 
certainly not beyond 116-117. A penetration of that tatter level 
would allow for a full retracement of the 1993 rally. Nearby 
resistance is 108-109. 


are showing signs of reversing to the upside. In addition, 
sentiment is constructive. Thus, there appears to be ample room 
for a potential meaningful counter trend rally, with resistance for 
the curmecy indicated at 1.65-1.66 DM/U.S.S. 

However, with the primary trend remaining weak, surprises are 
likely to be to the downside, and an eventual decline to 1.7S and 
beyond remains a reasonably strong probability. The mark/yen 
cross has stabilised just above 64. Both short and medium term 
momentum are deteriorating, suggesting that renewed weakness 
lies ahead. This, plus potential medium term strength in the yen, 
suggests that the foundation for a second leg of decline in the 
cross — with a possible test of the August lows below 60 — is 
being laid. 


Found sterling 


Deatscbemark 


v 


Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: The dollar has advanced to the JPY/U.S.S 113 
level in recent days in response to stronger-tban-expected 
economic reports from the U.S. and ongoing pes simi sm about the 
state of Japan's economy. Recent economic news from Japan 
remains bleak, with the economy having apparently contracted in 
the fourth quarter. The Bank of Japan is expected to cut its 
discount rate soon by 0.5 per cent to a record low of 1 .25 per cent. 

In contrast, recent strength m U.S. residential construction and 
durable equipment orders has raised the possibility that U.S. 
growth in the fourth quarter reached 6 per cent at an annual rate. 
Even though U.S. inflation remains subdued, stronger U.S. 
growth supports the case for a tightening of Fed policy in the fust 
quarter. That prospect is bringing across-the-board dollar 


Fundamental view: The dollar has surged to the DM 1.17 level in 
recat days in response to evidence of robust growth in the U.S. 
in contrast to persistent weakness in Germany. Recent strength in 
U.S. residential construction, durable equipment, and consumer 
confidence all suggest that fourth quarter growth may have been 
as high as 6 per cent at an annual rate. In contrast, German 
industrial production fell by 2.1 per cent in November to a new 
cydicai low, suggesting that the economy is faltering again after 
two positive quarters in 1993. Germany’s unemployment rate rose 
to 8.1 per cent in December from 7.8 per cent in November. 

We expect the B undesbank to cut official interest rates by 0.5 
per cent at its January 20 council meeting, and look for German 
3-montb money rates to foil to 4.0 per cent or less by the end of 
tins year c o m p a red with 5.75 per cent currently. With our U.S. 
economists looking for above consensus-growth of as much as 3-5 
per cent in 1994. we have revised upward our projected path for 
the U.S. dollar against the Deutsche mark. We are maintaining 
our 12 -month target of DM/U.S.S 1.85, but now expect tbc dollar 
to reach the DM/U.S.S 1.80 level in 3 months. 


Fundamental view: The dollarl appreciated versus the European 
currencies last week in response to indications that U.S. economic 
growth is accelerating. But the dollar gained by more versus the 
DM than against the pound, as the British economy also showed 
signs of strength. The result was strong pound appreciation to 
DM/: 2.54 even as it moved down a cent to U.S.S/: 1.48. We 
continue to project a rising pound versus the currencies of 
confftgriial Europe .in 1994 as the U.K. economy growth at an 
above-trend 2.7 per cent compared to less than 1 per cent in 
continental Europe. 

We expect another 50 basis point cut in the base rate this spring 
in order to offset contractionary fiscal policy. But this is mudi less 
than our prediction of a 175 basis point decline in short-term 
continental European rates by the end of 1994. As a result, we 
look for the pound to appreciate to DM/: 2.65 in 12 months. We 
expec t the pound to depreciate to U.S.S/: 1.43 in 12 months as 
U.S. short-term interest rates rise by 50 to 75 basis points by the 
end of 1994. 


Technical view: The Deutsecfamark fell 68 per cent versus the 
U.S. dollar last year and was the weakest of the six major 
currencies that we most regularly monitor. Short term momentum 
has not con fi rmed recent weakness and medium term escalators 


Technical view: The British pound lost 2.3 per cent versus the 
U.S. dollar daring 1993. More recently, the cunrency has been 
engaged in a trading range since October. Momentum appears to 
be finning and sentiment is near oversold parameters. Our 
long-standing support/ resistance focal points remain unchanged: 
A break down through SI. 46-Sl .47 would imply a potential test of 
important long term support at S1.40-S1.42 U.S.S/:, while a rally 
through SI .55 would set the stage for a challenge of long term 
resistance at SI. 60. The relative strength of sterling is reflected in 
the DM cross-rate, which has been making five-month highs 
above 2-57. There arc momentum divergences, however and. 
with resistance near 2.59, a reversal may not be far off. Nearby 
support exists at 2.53-2,54. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


ByHorril 



‘My women’s magazine says we 
should glue magnets to our 
lips to help us kiss longer!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hmri AmoU and MBa ArgMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to tom 
tour onSnaty words. 


RUPOC 
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■ 
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i INN 

IOO 


1 

■ 

ftft 

■a, 


YACKEL 


■■ftft 

■■ 


GROFER 



■■ 



Now arrange the ended letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested hv the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday's 


{Answers Monday) 

Jumbles BERET KAPOK BEWARE MOSAIC 
Answer Whalthe patrons o» the restaurant 


became — "WAITERS' 



iVe changed wf 

MINIM DONT 
THINK I'LL GST 
ON TNG BUS.. 




Andy Capp 


HE DCeSNTGO nCUNO . 
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French bankrupts 

rise 11.2 percent 


PARIS (AFP) — The number of Fr^ch ^ 

in 1993 rose by 11.2 per cent from the figure m 1992 toft] ' 
the president of the French credit insurance company^ 

Paul Henri DcnieniJ has said. 1 * ' ^ 


W=£===S 


i ms wdi uic — ■ , : — 

growth occurred in the first hall of the year when the m ttpZ 
Sse by 22. 13 per cent from the figure for the same perio4, Jjj'Sgf 1 ' 

Pr ^°Demeufl said that the French economy bad “r eafe 
lowest point” of the economic cyde during the second fc 

w . . . 1 J - nn 


w^aiuTthat businesses could now “count on recovery 
the big unknown factor was “the problem of consumption ' 


said. 


rose 


e*Ti 


>&gss* 

/n’ the second half of last year the number of companjqj gSfeS^,**** 
se by only 0.7 per cent. _ > ^ 

In 1992. the number of companies which foiled bad bct*f 
per cent higher than in 199 1. J 
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Philippines ’93 foreigj^r^ 


debt tops $34 billion 


MANILA (AFP) — The Phi- 
lippines had a balance of pay- 
ments deficit of $92 million and 
foreign debt topped S34 billion 
in 1993, but economic growth 
prospects are bright through 
1995, officials have said. 

. Central bank governor Gab- 
rid Sirigson said in an annual 
report to President Fidel 
Ramos that the deficit, which 
followed a surplus of S353 mil- 
lion 1992, was largely caused 
by a trade gap of $6 billion. 

Total external debt reached 
$34.4 billion in August, the 
latest available tally, from 
$30.9 billion at the end of 1992. 

Mr. Singson said the situa- 
tion was “under firm control" 
and indicators were '’within 
acceptable international 
norms.” Debt to gross national 
product (GNP) ratio was 64.3 
per cent and debt service was 
18.8 per cent of export re- 
ceipts. 

Foreign investment inflows 
exceeded $2 billion but the net 
impact was only S437 million 
due to an outward surge after 
foreign exchange transactions 
were liberalised by President 


Ramos. 

Mr. Singson 


said 




tw „ m m ^ | 

“should not be cocridcfo 
indicating capital flight" N •* r:W ” 
a normal immediate 
of liberalisation. ' 

Inflation averaged about S2S""* r ' r * 1 
per cent last year but fok t****''* 

A.nM/l kdUMk-J 4n>’ jfl* .p —• 


rates surged beyond 16 
cent in late 1993, Mr. Sfoa *»£! ^ 

■j Li. nJT 1 


said, urging Mr. Raftoi 
-adopt a ‘ ‘stronger fiscal pufi 


to bold down interest,*^" ‘ 

Occam: fiscal *6*. 

poor revenue collections ^ 

expected to figure promfoa 
ip negotiations next week t ^^Sfe**** 1 * 
an International Model; SSE* 

Fund (IMF ) mission. gfgU' pavszf 

IF the talks are sueefot 4 «»!*■ 


Manila, which returned lot « 

• — - ■ s-rs-v 


international capital imfo 
last year with Eurobond bane 
win seek a rescheduling of ty 
billion in o fficial -debt. 

Officials; businessmen J 
foreign investors are boBA*: 
out the Philippines' short-td - 


prospects following the 19) 
92 recession and last 
estimated 2.5 per cent (ft 
growth, barely above tl 
population increase. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JANUARY 8, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter FoundaSor, 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day when you may be lesied 
whether you can apply ihe Gol- 
den Rule or not due to consider- 
jMfi friction and a marked differ- 
enccof opinion. Self-control and 
kindness can alleviate any 'trou- 
bles. 


future. Get information from 
your paper and other rebate 



case r* : *'/-I 
i n*ar. 

0 ib a*u 

k*kbs rmx 
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financial 


(ARIES: (March 21 to April 19)' 
Handle matters of taxes, salaries, 
stocks and bonds, etc., nicely 
during day hours. Let your ac- 
tions with laved one dispel gos- 
sip. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Make use of today's free 
time to know exactly wfot your Markets 
financial 'status is. Then get j' 
together with some business a- 1 
pert informally and discuss better' i 
ways and means of operating in i 
the future. ! 


U. PoiUr n lot 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
It is vital to your be« interests 
that you sit down with associates 
and plan future activities more 
intelligently, and far into the 
future. 


GEMJNL- (May 21 to June 21) If 
you handle usual Saturday duties 
more efficiently, you will impress 
higher-ups more favourable and 
they will bestow favours towards 
your success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get the days entertain- 
ments planned so that they are 
not too expensive and also make 
it point to help those who are not 
working. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If 
you arc not the soul of diplomacy 
today, there can be some pretty 
serious arguments, with family 
ties or friends. Be a peacemaker 
instead. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Study more modem sys- 
tems which will help you to 
operate more efficiently in the 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to , 
November 21) Retain from up - 1 
setting others this day be oast 1 
things are not going qnite right ,| 
for you. Be philosophical, ctaccr- j 
ful instead and gam their admire 1 
tion, respect. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Life settnin 
complicated at this time that yw 
want to drop everything and we- 
lfare, . like the birds, but work b 
the only panancea. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 w 
January 20) Avoid those friends 
who want to impose their will oo 
yours today by maintaining yw !< 
have important busindu 10 : 
attend to. ! 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to j 
February 29) Be careful J bu to 
not go off on some tangent wtof 1 
that will take away from tbc] 
prestige you now enjoy and brio} 
trouble to you today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mari* 
20) There are those who look n 
you for assistance today, so be 
sure you do not run off to wo* 
place where you can ipcad| 
money foolishly instead. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by Janet R. Bender 




ACROSS 
1 Lend measure 
5 Bow Mn 
B Spent* etty 
1* Author Rottt 
ISA Gardner 
'S Unaccompanied 

17 Home of towi 
Stale 

18 Gerald 
Mcflaney-f wKa 

20 Laoume 

21 Coep 

22 George Etot We 

50) 

23 "Una# Tom'* 
C«*r 
character 

25 Stranger 
27 ADeUMe 
30 AuBior Ralph 
32 Endure 
3A Tate npneenaa 
OSHaJrsMSanar 

37 Toots (or 2SO 

38 Don Johneon'e 


!»■ mi mmmw 


41 Curaa 

42 HaS 

*3 Pieces tor 
vaJua&lt* 

44 (nsenattve 

48 angular 
40 AOOT Cartou 

45 Pest or preeera 
51 Pw* Mto law 
54 Ego 
BRoloffcae 

57 Acnase 
cranoga 

58 Jeff GotflOtum - * 
Me. era* 

BZ Astound 
63 Ud to 
84 New* 
fiSTraopefi 
«Pgr X and beet 
S' Young boys 
8B Big boats 



Ywtanfay’s Puafo SaK 


down 

’Owngelom 

2 5meBrc*e 

3 Oenny OeVtto's 
write 

4 Ovemeaa nine 

5 See 22 a 


BRingsitM 

7 Buridtng wing 

B Servant 

BBatfftoua, 

10 Astringent 

11 BOOM 

12 CutOeftsh liquid 

13 Lenar 

10 Fruit drink 
21 Gfttewty 
2* Alfred p. and 
JOftnF. 

26 Lu m bwiack* 

write 

28 Pieywrtgftr 
CBfforu 
28 *ogw>er 
31 Hipbones 
25 Cwtaman island 
3* The Wrack o! 

the Mary — " 

38 Mona _1 
381850 
3# Twttght 
4QDeatv*d 
*5 Rtehei 
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wain, nmtt -mono i tnum 

MW BUM nUUTUI 

■XMU BAST m KVL.L ZUH CO. M> 

JOMUKM RMHIUB DI HWBW nun 
jobow xanamuiL mh ii b i -m co. 

■Mi—t. »>«M mania co.tm 

wmni tim u < nirncg no, co 7» 
mil m cuu oomn 
■mu muiki hwiitm 

Krfil ton MM MHKMM CO. 


U,SU 1.010 
IM,M1 O.TM 
1,M I.IM 
1.100 
JO. 3*1 J.4M 
44,101 2.430 

30,110 1.190 

100,111 1.010 

01,34 J 1.040 
us.m a .000 


1 . 010 . 1.011 
o.no o.»9o 

0. (40 O.ooo 

1 . (10 1.100 

2.400 2.110 

2.4(0, 1.400 
1.200 1.110 
2.0(0 2.300 

3.010 a.220 

2.000 ■ 2.000 
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Jordan Times. ., . 

.«n"i V"i ...(•••■., .H- n 

Cairo Amman Bank 


UJ. Dd» 111 I nu n nu oial Marked. 


Slrriinp Plaid 



DfuLsebe Mark 


!Mm Franc 


French ' Franc 


f .4795 


5.90J7* 1 


6/1/1994 


Cinrrnc) 

1 MTH 

5 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U^. Dollar 

3.12 

wntm 

3.46 

3.7* 

Slcrfim: Eound 

5 . 31 

S.IJ 

5.12 

5.00 

Deubcbe Mack 

6.00 

5.75 

5.50 

5.72 

Swfa* Franc 

3.S7 

5.75 

3.68 

3.43 

French Franc 

6.31 

6.12 

5.75 

5.37 

Japanese Yen 

2.37 

2.09 

1.93 

1.75 

Enrapean Currencj Unh 

6.43 

6.H 

5.S7 

5.50 
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Economic liberalisation in Sudan hits hard 


KHARTOUM (R) — Almost 
two years after Sudan's gov- 
ernment announced sweeping 
measures .to liberalise the eco- 
nomy, life is getting desperate 
for those on fixed salaries. 

The reforms included a de- 
valuation of the Sudanese 
pound, removal of subsidies on 
basic commodities, scrapping 
of import controls and decon- 
trol of prices. 

The strongly Islamic govern- 
ment of- President Omar Has- 
san Al Bashir, who came to 
power in a bloodless coup in 
2989. said productivity would 
go up and life would improve 
for everybody. 

Prices would rise at first but 
would lead to an abundance of 
commodities which would in 
turn bring prices down again, 
the then Finance Minister 
Abdul Rahim Hamdi said. 

But the prices of almost all 
commodities, especially basics 
like meat and bread, have 
climbed faster than wages — to 


the extent that few salaried 
employees can afford two 
meals a day. 

Mr. Hamdi, who was closely 
associated- with the reforms 
which had the backing of the 
International Monetary Fund, 
was- removed in a cabinet 
reshuffle last November. 

Sudan's economy is weighed 
down by foreign debts of more 
than $16 billion and a long- 
running civil war in the south 
which has led to widespread 
famine there. 

The rate of inflation is offi- 
cially put at 105 per cent. 

Salaries in Sudan are ex- 
tremely low. The minimum 
monthly salary including allo- 
wances is about 3,000 pounds 
($9.4). Hie maximum salary of 
civil servants is about 25,000 
pounds ($78). 

Because of the high cost of 
living, many Sudanese can no 
longer afford to replace clothes 
or shoes that are worn out. 
They just concentrate on food 


and even that' is not easy. 

Most people take more than 
one job to survive. A techni- 
cian in a public corporation has 
a taxi which he drives after 
work. His monthly salary is 
7,000 pounds ($29) but he 
needs 1,500 pounds ($4.7) a 
day to provide food for his 
family of four. 

This technician is lucky, 
however. He bought his taxi 
with .savings made from work- 
ing in one of the Gulf states. 

Others are not willing to say 
exactly how they make ends 
meet, only saying “God is 
merciful.” 

The low salaries are fuelling 
migration. One specialist doc- 
tor in a hospital in the capital 
Khartoum is trying hard to 
leave for the. Gulf. He says his 
salary is 23,000 pounds ($72) a 
month yet his colleagues work- 
ing in the oil rich Gulf coun- 
tries are getting about $5,000 a 
month — about 70 times his 
salary. 


There are over 100.000 
Sudanese working in Saudi 
Arabia alone. 

The reforms do appear 
however to be helping the' 
poorly educated and those 
working in the private sector. 

One lecturer in the Universi- 
ty of Khartoum's engineering 
faculty says his builders paid 
on a contract bases get much 
more money than he does. 

He says his salary is 12.000 
pounds a month but his buil- 
ders easily make 1,500 pounds 
per day. He wants to quit but 
the university authorities say 
he cannot leave until he repays 
the $60,000 spent on acquiring 
his doctorate in the United 
States. 

Car washers and shoe-shine 
boys seem to be doing well too, 
evidence there is money in the 
economy. One car washer says 
he can earn $234 a month by 
washing 15 vehicles a day. He 
keeps his brothers in school 
but has no formal education 


himself. 

An official in the ministry of 
irrigation said he once went to 
a restaurant and saw eating 
there the boy who had shined 
his shoes the day before. The 
boy ordered a plate of meat 
while the official could only 
afford beans. 

The education system may 
suffer as a result as young men 
are likely to Leave school early 
to seek better paid manual 
jobs. 

The government is aware of 
the economic pain and is giving 
aid of 600 pounds ($1.9) a 
month to 700,000 poor fami- 
lies. 

The president recently 
ordered that the number of 
families receiving direct state 
support be increased to two 
million — - equal to 10 million 
people, 40 per cent of Sudan's 
population. . 

A number of funds such as 
the zakat and takaful (social 
solidarity) funds have been 


created to take care of the 
poor. 

Last July the government 
brought back subsidies on 
some commodities'; including 
bread and sugar, and reim-. 
posed some price controls. 
Last month President . A! 
Bashir announced a 33 per cent • 
salary increase for. workers in 
both* (he public and private 
sector. ; - 

The government also said in 
December it would buy large 
quantities of the staple grain 
sorghum in central Sudan 'and 
rush it to the northwestern 
province of Sodari. 

The commissioner of Sodari 
said people were moving our of 
the province because of 
drought and desertification. 

The government is very 
sensitive to talk of hunger 'or 
famine in Sudan, especially in 
the peaceful north, and -has 
described the problem! in 
Sodari only as “a food gap/' 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG. AM FREIGH1 
POBMMtOMG. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AMD. RESERVATIONS. 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


The Best Oriental food in Town 
TUI. 


-• fFjXX-.' -.-.V. rr-i. 



MS 




N JCAMMR A SONS 

ft- 604676 6Q469& 
P.O.BOX 7806 




Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520- 


The Inn Place 1 to he. 



RESTAURANT 


- Chinese , Thai, Phillipfno 
Indonfsfan & Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 


12:00-3; 30 p.m 
6:30- 11: 30p.m. 
(7 days a week) ' 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE -* 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT' 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 




2 rid Circle. Jabal Amman 
Opposite French loaf 

Tel- 653482 



Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand hotel style ! 


Merry Christmas 
& happy new year 
Enjoy our . sp . menue 
on Christmas day- 
lunch 

Christmas, Carols 
played on the piano 

Tel. 680093/4. 

Fax 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan 



TALK OF 1HE TOWN 


' ,1 VI 


Open nfcMy Fnm §M PM b 3J0 AH 
Except FimmJO PJ Io3jH AM 
TuNday Closed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmcsani 1 


ilNdUhCafteh 

SELECT HOTEL 




One visit will make you 
a steady , we beHevell! 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal ] 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


f CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!} Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and raste our 
specialities 

Open daily 13:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 


(jSwdfr) * 

\ | M N / 

Dcslaurant © Tapas 

febel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 


& B * mff 

\ \ VimjII (ktll 

■ ' 120. 
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Authentic 
-V-3 Chinese (fishes, 
from as great re- 
, gional cuisine 
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Pi c p fed by of 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open daily tor 
lunch & (firmer 
Tifeemj antes 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Mrts&y ot Trade 
6 Industrial Rd. 
TeL snm • 


SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical Chinese Foods 
SUM Chinese Chefs 


Op* 11-30- 330 &6M-Mkkasla 


Take away is available 

Shat AfArab Street 
Um uthalnah Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 
Once lacked Always Lcved 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girts School 

TakeawayisavalaUe 

Open daily 1 2:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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Parole 


•Vxki'.ir.' - Jordin:Supcnr.urtei -BLIIC. 

i1;jur , Tel; 824677 


AVIS 



CTTiTTrnTTinTSi 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JVMBO phot* 

m 30% larger 

Free enlarge- 
use 20 x 30 cm 


IB 699-420 


Shine isani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh td:. 823891 



DAIfOTEL 

i|jvj«|l|la 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatrfateejand 


j? fystouront ‘With 
fin Artistic XmSionce 


Valentino 

"restaurant 


Soft St Alcoholic Drinks. 

® Take-Away Service 


La .. yjvrj A- 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN - 


HllTm 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12 .30 -3.30 pm 
7. 30 -TI .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel 6595l9 659520 

Happy Hour 

At 




From 6 to 8 pm. 
One drink free for 
each drink 
please call far reservations 
7 W 6X967112 - 666} 40 
Shincisani - .Vtr.v/ to 
Siehl it Sound 


: ; LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

Ik: IXJNDONXR) ~ Following are the buying wd seHing n^for 
, Il -leading worid currendes and gold agaimt the doHar at tmd^to 

^ ort tbc Londwi Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 
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7 4985/35 Norwegian crowns 
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' One ounce .of 
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1.4805/15 

36.10/14 

5,9173/23 

1699.6/1.1 

112.30/40 

8.2147/47 

7.4985/35 

6.7663/13 

$1.4828/38 

$391.10/391.60 


KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS JN 
5 STAR D ELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL fflSHAM INTCRNATIONAL TOURS fel;698180 / 698181 
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World News 



Communists and nationalists forming 
block against reformists — Gaidar 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Eco- 
nomics Minister Yegor Gaidar 
said nationalists and Commun- 
ists in Russia's new parliament 
appeared to be forging a com- 
mon front against reformists, 
five days before the legisla- 
ture’s first session. 

Mr. Gaidar told Ekho Mosk- 
vy Radio station Thursday 
night his Russia’s Choice bloc, 
the main reformist grouping in 
the new State Duma, was pull- 
ing out of all-party consulta- 
tions on the appointment of a 
speaker. 

“In the course of these nego- 
tiations. especially in recent 
days, we have seen the dear 
emergence of a close coalition 
of (nationalist) Liberal Demo- 
crats. Communists and Agra- 
rians (who are)... imposing 
their decisions." Mr. Gaidar 
said. 

“We do not want to take 
part in this.” he added. 

The prospect of a joint front 
formed by nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovksy’s Liberal Demo- 
crats, Communists and con- 
servative Agrarians has 
haunted President Boris Yelt- 
sin since Dec. 11 elections. 

Mr. Yeltsin had gambled 
that the new State Duma 
would prove more sympathetic 
to his market reforms than the 
old parliament he abolished on 
Sept. 21. But the elections 
showed heavy support for 
ultra-nationalist Zhirinovsky 
and the Communists. 


Mr. Gaidar’s bloc and other 
broadly pro-Yeltsin groups, 
driven by personal rivalries 
and policy differences, could 
have serious trouble winning a 
majority on key legislation. 

But Mr. Yeltsin still has 
cause to hope that enough di- 
vides the Communists and 
ultra-nationalists to prevent 
them forming a solid anti- 
government coalition. 

His aides are busily courting 
Communist leaden — some- 
thing unthinkable before De- 
cember’s elections. 

Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. not allied to any of 
the blocs, met Communist Par- 
ty leaden Thursday. 

Friday saw a relative lull in 
political activity, being the 
Russian Orthodox Christmas 
Day and a national holiday. 

The Duma speaker, subject 
of this week's consultations, 
has more limited powers than 
the head of the old parliament, 

r lan Khasbulatov, who is in 
for his part in an Oct. 3 
uprising against Mr. Yeltsin. 

But Mr. Gaidar was clearly 
concerned about early signs of 
cooperation. 

“We have much work to do 
to achieve the formation of a 
coalition strong enough to pre- 
vent the Duma becoming an 
instrument for the destruction 
of democracy,” Mr. Gaidar 
said. 

The Duma and the Federa- 
tion Council, parliament's up- 


per chamber, are scheduled to 
hold their first sitting Tuesday. 

Mr. Yeltsin may address de- 
puties of the two chambers 
before the sittings in an infor- 
mal joint assembly. 

The president's chief spokes- 
man struck an ominuous note 
in comments Thursday when 
he said opponents should 
cooperate with reformers or 
face a harsh reaction from Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

“We know from the events 
of Oct. 3 and 4 that the hand of 
the president can be tough and 
strong,” spokesman Vyaches- 
lav Kostikov said. 

Meanwhile most Muscovites 
don't believe the promises of 
Mr. Zhirinovsky and don't 
want him as prime minister, 
but aren't sure he's a fascist, 
according to a poll released 
Friday. 

Before Russia's Dec. 12 par- 
liamentary elections, Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky promised that if his 
party won power, Russian men 
would get cheaper vodka, Rus- 
sian women would get better 
lingerie, and the whole nation 
would rise up and rebuild its 
empire. 

Voters responded by casting 
more ballots for Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky's misleadingly-named 
Liberal Democratic Party than 
for any other party or coali- 
tion. But it was not clear 
whether they really believed 
Mr. Zhirinovsky and wanted 
him in power, or they were just 


protesting the painful econo- 
mic policies — and colourless 
campaigns of President Yelt- 
sin's supporters. 

The poll released Friday by 
the Mnenie (Opinion) Re- 
search Service lends support to 
the protest vote theory. 

Two-thirds of the 1 ,223 Mos- 
cow residents questioned by 
telephone last week said they 
did not believe Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky could fulfill his promises. 
Just 10 per cent said they 
thought he could, and 23 per 
cent weren’t sure. 

Most Moscow residents 
apparently don't think Mr. 
Zhirinovsky should hold real 
power. More than 71 per cent 
said they would not want him 
to become prime minister. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky's inflamma- 
tory rhetoric frightens some 
Russians, but delights or 
amuses others. In a vintage 
performance Thursday, he cal- 
led American President Bill 
Clinton a “coward” and said 
the U.S. president should stay 
home and play the saxophone 
instead of coming to Moscow 
for a summit meeting, 

Mr. Zhirinovsky also 
threatened Japan with a block- 
ade, said French and German 
leaders have been “sucking 
up” to Mr. Yeltsin, and called 
the West “rotten and moldy." 

U.S. officials have said Mr. 
Clinton will not meet with Mr. 
Zhirinovsky during the Jan. 
12-15 summit. 


Seoul sees 



row 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea’s 
willingness to allow nuclear in- 
spection could prove a turning 
point in efforts to end a kmg- 
nuuting dispute over its sus- 
pected atomic arms program- 
me. South Ko rean officials said 

But doubts persist in Seoul 
whether the rednsrve Com- 
munist state will move quickly 
to remove suspicions over its 
programme and return <t> the 
neogtiating table wrth> South 
Korea to promote peace on the 
divided Korean peninsula 

“The North’s agreement to 
allow audear inspections is a 
p ro mi sing sign that a peaceful 
solution of the thorny issue 
may be posable.” said Cho 
Myung-Jae, a Foreign Ministry 
official. 

“But it is just one of many 
steps the North must take to 
completely resolve the unclear 
issue... and we should oot be 
overly optimistic,” said Mr. 
Cho. 

“The North is so unpredict- 
able and it is really difficult to 
say- the unclear row win be 
settled fairly soon.” he added. 

If efforts to persuade the 
North to allay fears about its 
suspected development of an 
atomic arsenal fail, it could be 
slapped with international 
sanctions, U.S. and South Ko- 
rean officials have said. 

This could further increase 
tensions on the peninsula, site 
of the world’s last cold war 
frontier, where the United 
States. China, Russia, and 
Japan all have strategic long- 
term interests. 

A North Korea watcher in 
Seoul said the North may re- 
sort to delaying tactics in fu- 
ture negotiations with the Un- 
ited States, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) and South Korea in a 
ploy to continue a bomb- 
building programme. 

“It is premature to say a deal 
(between North Korea and 
United States) over nuclear 
row," he said. 

Undersecretary of State 
Lynn Davis, briefing reporters 
at the State Department, said 
Wednesday the North had 
agreed in negotiations with the 
United States to allow inspec- 
tions of seven declared nuclear 
sites. 

The comments by Mr. 
Davis, the department's top 
‘policymaker on non- 
proliferation matters, were the 
first qn-t he -record confirma- 
tion from the United States of 
any agreement. 

But the accord sidesteps a 
more crucial matter — IAEA 
access to undeclared sites, 
especially two nuclear waste 
dumps that could shed cruriai 
light on whether North Korea 
has produced nuclear 
weapons. 

In Tokyo, Prime Minister 
Morihiru Hosokawa and U.S. 
Senator Sam Nunn agreed Fri- 
day that Tokyo and Washing- 
ton should both cooperate with 
Seoul to address North Korea’s 
"suspected development of nuc* 
llear arms, officials said. 



Clinton arrives for mother’s rites 


HOT SPRINGS. Arkansas (R) — A bereaved President Bill 
Clinton flew home to Arkansas Thursday to make funeral 
arrangements for his mother, Virginia Kelley, who died in her 
sleep early Thursday at 70. The cause of death was complica- 
tions from breast cancer, the Garland County coroner said. 
Mis. Kelley, who battled breast cancer several years ago, 
recently told friends the malignancy had returned. Sic died at 
her lakeside home in Hot Springs, where she lived with her 
fourth husband, Dick, a retired food executive. Mr. Clinton, 
who travelled alone from Washington, arrived in this small 
Arkansas resort town Thursday afternoon and went directly to 
his mother’s modest one-storey home. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and their 13-year-old daughter Chelsea were to join 
the president Friday. As Mr. CEnton left the White House, the 
first lady walked arm-in-arm with him to a helicopter waiting 
on the South Lawn, and in a show of affection rarely seen 
publicly, saw her husband off with a hug and a kiss. Write 
House spokeswoman Dee Dee Myer said Mr. CSn ton’s . 
stepfather, phoned him shortly before 230 a.nt. EST (0730 
.GMT) to tdU trim of his mother's death, and thatthe news had 
come as a shock. 


Mexican army launches new offensive 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS CASAS. Mexico (AP) — The 
military fired rockets into the mountains and set up mortars in 
a city square in a new offensive against Indian rebels in 
southern Mexico. The Indians surprised the government with 
their New Year’s Day rebellion in Chiapas, a poor, predomi- 
nantly Mayan region. The rebels said they were fighting for 
socialism and to improve the lot of Indians who lack food, 
education, bousing and potable water. The revolt also has 
surprised ordinary Mexicans, unaccustomed to guerrillas at 
borne, and rattled other Central American countries, many of 
which are just emerging from years of civil wars. President 
Carlos Salinas De Gortari. speaking in a nationally broadcast 
address Thursday, depended the army's actions, while also 
taking steps to build support for the government in the 
poverty-stricken region. The government flew in 20 tonnes of 
rice, beans, powdered milk and other foods Thursday to 
Chiapas, and promised to beef up programmes for building 
roads, schools and hospitals. 


Spy scandal linked to Italian president 


ROME (R) — Italian Interior Ministe r Nicola Mandno said 
Friday that press allegations linking President Oscar Luigi 
Sea I faro to a scandal over secret service funds were an attempt 
to delay landmark general elections. “This story is nothing 
other than a shameful attempt to get at the head of state... and 
delay the elections," Mr. Mandno said m an interview 
published in the newspaper La Repubiica. Arrested former 
spy Maurizio Broccoletti alleged Tuesday that Mr. Scalfaro 
and Mr. Mandno were involved m hying to bush up a scandal 
over alleged embezzlement from an annual S35 million fund 
held by the SISDE civilian secret service. The scandal, which 
first erupted late last year, has resurfaced as Scalfaro prepares 
to dissolve Italy's scandal-ridden parliament and set a date for 
general elections. Opposition parties called this week in talks 
with Prime Minister Carlo Azeglio CLanrpi for the elections, 
under a new first-past-the-post system, to be held in late 
March or April. The country's discredited former coalition 
partners, eager for time to regroup, want the polls to be held 
in June. 


Man seriously wounded in Belfast 


BELFAST (R) — Protestant extremists shot and seriously 
wounded a Catholic man in Belfast Thursday night after 
abandoning an attack cn another person, police said. Police 
initially thought the t hree gunmen from the outlawed Ulster 
Freedom Fighters (UFF), who oppose Irish Republican 
guerrillas fighting British rule, had wounded two people in 
separate attacks. The man was shot in the arm and back at his 
home in the Lenadoon area of West Belfast, a police 
spokesman said. The house was taken over by the UFF 
gunmen The UFF claimed responsibility for the attack but it 
was not clear why it abandoned the attack on the other person. 
The shooting was the latest violent incident in the battle- 
scarred province where Irish Republican guerrillas have waged 
a 25-year campaign to end British rule and reunite Northern 
Ireland with the Irish Republic to the south. 


Russia plane crash killed 125 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The crash of a Tupolev 154 airliner near 
the Siberian city of Irkutsk Monday claimed 125 lives instead 
of 120 as earlier reported, ITAR-TASS News Agency re- 
ported Friday. The agency quoted the independent television 
station MTV as saying the previous toll — 111 passengers and 
nine crew — did not take into account fouT persons whose 
names did not appear on the passengers' list and a man who 
died when the plane crashed onto his farm. There are frequent 
cases of passengers making under-the-table payments for their 
air fares on Russian internal flights. A commission looking 
into Monday's crash, one of Russia’s worst aviation disasters, 
was to submit its preliminary findings on Jan. 15, ITAR-TASS 
said. 


Shooting 

echoes 

through 

togo’s 

capital 


LOME (R) — Sporadic shoot- 
ing echoed through the de- 
serted streets of Togo's capital 
Friday morning after the gov- 
ernment said its forces came 
under fire at the main border 
crossing with Ghana during the 
night. 

Lome residents said heavy 
machmegun and rocket fire 
died down around 3 a.m. and 
resumed briefly about five 
hours later. 

The government urged peo- 
ple to stay at home and the 
sandy streets of the seafront 
capital were empty. 

Troops made house-to- 
house searches for the rem- 
nants a force of more than 100 
armed men the government 
saida crossed from Ghana 
Wednesday night to assassin- 
ate military President Ghas- 
singbe Eyadema. 

The government said at least 
40 people had been killed. 
There was no word of casual- 
ties from Thursday night's 
dashes. 

Regional carrier Air Afriquc 
said it had cancelled all flights 
to Lome. The airport was not 
officially closed but there was 
no traffic and workers stayed " 
home. 


A police statement broad- 
cast by radio Lome said private 
cars were banned. Only secur- 
ity forces, emergency services, 
diplomats and journalists were 
allowed to travel and they 
would have to submit to in- 
sepections at roadblocks. 

“Courage, courage and 
more courage, that’s what we 
wish you this morning,” said a 
Radio Lome announcer. 



Hfts the blanket covering the 13-year-oM boy killed by 
In a Cape Town township (AFP photo) 


PAC to meet police 
oyer Cape Town killing 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
Africa’s Pan Africanist Con- 
gress (PAC) Friday conde- 
mned the falling of a 23-year- 
old boy in violence triggered 
by the arrests of suspects to last 
week’s Cape Town pub 'kill- 
ings. . . 

Anglican Archbishop and 
Nobel Peace Laureate De- 
smond Tutu angrily conde- 
mned the shooting and said in 
a statement police were going 
out of their way to harass the 
PAC 

The boy. Siphiwo Sam, was 
killed and six people including 
a six-year-old child were 
wounded when members of the 
police Murder and Robbery 
Squad fired rubber bullets and 
shotguns in Cape Town's 
Guguletu township late Thurs- 
day. 

Police Colonel Raymond 
Dowd said police felt compel- 
led to fire rubber bullets and 
shotguns when they came 
under attack from youths 
throwing rocks and chanting - 
“war, war." 

PAC executive member Pat- 
ricia Dc Lille told reporters 
about 50 armed police raided a 
PAC elections meeting, de- 
tained nine youths and allowed 
a police dog to bite people in a 
crowd an gered by the arrests. 


“All die people were shot in 
tbe back as they ran away from 
police. I don’t hear any warn- 
ing, I just heard shots being 
fired,'* she said. 

Ms. Dc Lille said at a news 
conference later that leaders of 


her radical black-suprcmacist; 
group would meet local police 
chief General Nic Snyman la- 
ter in tbe day to inform him of 
plans to lay a charge of murder 
against police. 

Col. Dowd confirmed that 
Sam was shot in the back, but 
said the raid was part of an 
investigation into terror 
attacks in Cape Town last year 
on a restaurant, a church and a 
pub, confirmed that Sam was 
shot in the back. 

He said it would be prema- 
ture to assume that Sam was 
shot by police during a clash 
with a crowd protesting the 
detention of people wanted for 
questioning in connection with 
last week's slaughter of three 
women and a man in the 
Heidelberg Tavern, a popular 
student pub. 

PAC spokesman Anda N iso- 

do said lawyers were preparing 
charges against police. 

“We demand that Colonel 
(Leonard) Knipe, Major (Dcs) 
Segal and Colonel Dowd must 
be removed from the investiga- 
tion of the Heidelberg inci- 
dent,'' be said. 

Arch. Tutu said in his state- 
ment police had a right aiid' a 
duty to investigate "racist 
crimes such as tbe Heidelberg 
massacre. 

“But the killing of youngs- 
ters last night and during last 
October's raid on Umtata cre- 
ates the strong impression that 
the police arc going well 
beyond the action required... 
to harass the PAC." he said. 


German coalition splits 
ove r pre sidential candidate 


BONN (AFP) — The gov- 
erning coalition of Canceller 
Helmut Kohl is openly divided 
over who to put forward as 
candidate for the German 
presidency, dimming its pros- 
pects at the start of a year of 
crucial regional and national 
elections. 

At a meeting of Bavaria’s 
Christian Social Union, party 
chief and Finance Minister 
Thco Waigcl announced 
Thursday that Mr. Kohl had 
agreed that the president of the 
Constitutional Court, Roman 
Herzog. 59. should be tbeir 
man to lake over from Presi- 


dent Richard Von Wcizsacck- 


cr. 


hul the same day at a party 
meeting of their own, the 
Liberal Free Democrats, the 
minority partner in Mr. Kohl's 
coalition, decided to stick by 
its own candidate, Hildcgard 
Hamm-Bruechcr. 73. 

Mr. Herzog's name had 
been very cautiously advanced 
in recent weeks following a 
debacle over Mr. Kohl's own 
chosen candidate. Steffen 
Hcitmann. who was forced to 
withdraw over various con- 
troversial rightwing statements 
he had made. 


Bushfires 
hit suburban 


Sydney 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Suburban 
homes blazed and residents 
tried to flee through choked 
streets Friday after bushfires 
which have devastated New 
South Wales raged into Syd- 
ney, the first time in living 
memory that such an inferno 
has licked the city. 

Four homes in the northern 
suburb of Roseville were re- 
ported to have “exploded,’ 
many more there and in neigh- 
bouring suburbs fringing the 
bush were burning and 
thousands had been evacuated 
in the swirling firestorm. 

No deaths were reported, 
but ambulance services said 14 
people, including a number of 
firefighters, had been taken to 
hospital to be treated for 
smoke inhalation, dehydration 
and exhaustion. 

A college at nearby Kuringai 
was on fire, a shopping centre 
in the suburb of Marsfield 16 
kilometres from the city centre 
was reportedly under threat 
and the Blue Mountains to the 
west were blazing. 

An enormous cloud of 
smoke reduced visibility vir- 
tually to zero through much of 
Sydney's north shore, which 
includes some of its most ex- 
clusive suburbs, and traffic was 
almost at a standstill. 

Major roads and northern 
train services were cut and 
power supplies were inter- 
rupted as fires tore at the city’s 
main arteries. 

Weeping residents clung to 
valued possessions — such as 
television sets and bicydes — 
as they fled their homes, but 
there were no reports of se- 
rious casualties by S p.m. (2100 
GMT). 

But exhausted bush fire 
fighters were still battling Fri- 
day night to save thousands 
more suburban homes here af- 
ter winds combined with a 
heatwave to create the disas- 


ter. 


With temperatures touching 
38 degrees Celsius (100 
Fahrenheit) in the dty and up 
to 44 C <11 IF) in the country, 
the state government warned 
up to 3.000 homes could be lost 
within three days if weather 
conditions did not change. 

Emergency Services Minis- 
ter Terry Griffiths told repor- 
ters the state was faring unpre- 
cedented catastrophe. "Rarely 
do I use the word catastrophic 
but we are almost at catas- 
trophic conditions now," he 
said. 

By mid-afternoon, a 7,000- 
strong force of firefighters — 
the entire strength of the New 
South Wales Volunteer Force, 
with reinforcements from 
neighbouring states and de- 
fence force personnel — were 
battling 130 major fires raging 
out of control throughout the 
state. 

Arsonists are blamed for 
causing most of the fires, which 
have already claimed three 
lives amid a trail of devasta- 
tion. 

Firemen had no hope of 
controlling the fires and could 
do little more than try to save 
lives and property. Bush Fire 
Service spokesman danny 
Moroncy said. 

The disaster in the northern 
suburbs occurred after a major 
fire in the state's central coast 
region crossed the Hawkes- 
bury River system north of 
Sydney and raced here. 

It linked up with another fire 
in Sydney's Lane Cove Nation- 
al Park which started Thursday 
and flared again Friday, forc- 
ing evacuation of several 
streets in Marsfield and thre- 
atening others in Pymble and 
Turramurra. 


Sting, Billy Joel lead list of Grammy nominees 


NEW YORK (R) — Main- 
stream recording stars Sting 
and Billy Joel led (he pack in 
Grammy Award nominations, 
with each gamering nomina- 
tions for album, record and 
song of the year. 

Stin'g earned a total of six 
nominations and Joel, with 
four. . 

The 36th annual awards 
ceremony by the National 
Academy of Recording Arts 
and Sciences will be held at 
New York's Radio City Music 
Hall on March ]. 

Sting and Joel led an eclectic 
list of nominees for major 
awards that included Neil 
Young. R.E.M.. Meat Loaf, 
the theme from Aladdin, and 
Whitney Houston's theme 
album to The Bodyguard in the 
music industry's most presti- 
gious awards. 

Sting was also nominated for 
Best Music Video — Long 
Form. Best Male Pop Vocal 
Performance and Best Solo 
Rock Vocal Performance 
Categories, competing with 
Joel in the Pop Vocal Perform- 
ance category. 

The 8.000 voting members 


of the academy chose Belly. 
Blind Melon and Digabic 
Planets. Toni Braxton and Sis- 
ters With Voices as the 
nominees for the year's Best 
New Artist. 


Country music produced a 
grab-bag of nominees with no 
dear leaders. Nominated for 
Best Male Country Vocal were 
Garth Brooks, Alan Jackson. 
George Jones. Aaron Neville 
and Dwight Yoakum, while 
female country vocal nominees 
were Mary-CHapin Carpenter, 
Emmylou Harris, Tanya Tuck- 
er, Wynonna and Trisha Year- 
wood. 

Rappers Dr Drc Snoop 
Doggy Dogg. Arrested De- 
velopment. Cypress Hill and 
Naughty By Nature earned 
nominations in the Best Rap 
Performance hy a duo or 
group. Unlike past years, no 
rap or hip hop hits led to a 
nomination for record, album 
or song of the year. 


cmbartlcd brother Michael was 
nowhere to be seen on the list 
of nominees. - 

For Album of the Year. Joel 
was nominated for River Of 
Dreams, and Sling received 
the nomination for his Ten 
Summoner’s Tales. 

The othcr_ nominees in the 
category were Kamakiriad by 
Donald Fagcn. formerly one 
half of Steely Dan, R.E.M.’s 
Automatic For The People and 
The Bodyguard soundtrack, 
sung by the film's co-star. 
Whitney Houston. 


At Sting's label. AM Re- 
cords, Executive Vice Presi- 
dent Wayne Issac said he was 
surprised at the range of music- 
al styles that surfaced in the 


nominate 


ations. 

think 


Janc'r ^Jackson earned 
nominations for Best Rhythm 
and Blues Song and Best 
Female Rhythm and Blues 
Vocal. Performance. Her. 


White Houston’s nomination 
was predictable, the choice of 
R.E.M. and Fagen showed 
that academy voters do not 
rely only on commercial suc- 
cess as a gauge of Grammy 
worth. 

“1 think it has been gratify- 
ing that the academy is mindfbl 
of not just commercial consid- 
erations hul also artistic ones," 
said Clive Davis, president and 
founder of Arista Records, 
Houston's label. 


m general, the 
Grammys have never been the 
most cutting edge reflection of 
what s happening in the music 
business.” he said. 

Nominations for Best Song 
Of The Year, given to the 
songwriter, were Sting for If I 
Ever Lose My Faith In You. 
Joel for The River Of Dreams. 
Neil Young's Harvest Moon 
and I’d Do anything For Love 
(But I Won’t Do That), per- 
formed by Meat Loaf and writ- 
ten by Jim Stcinman and the 
theme from the Movie Alad- 
din. A Whole New World, 
written by Alan Menken and 
Tim Rice. 

For Record of 
which is for 


It's an incredibly diverse 
marketplace,” another record- 
ing industry executive said. 


the Year, 
singles, the 
nominees were A Whole New 
World from Aladdin. Joel's 
* ,ver Of Dreams. Sting’s 
2* E ,J cr Faith In 

Y ° u - Y °ung_s Harvest Mbbn 
and Houston s I Wifi Always 
Love You. 7 


Hollywood 
madam names 
some names 






NEW YORK (AFP) — Holly, 
wood Madam Heidi Flew 
named actor Charlie Sheen 
and producer Jon Peters as 
free-spending clients and said 
TV actress Shannon Doherty 
once tried to hire prostitutes' 
for a fiance's bachelor party. 
Sheen liked to have a blonde 
dress up as a cheerleader amt" 
pretend she had a big game the 
next day. Fleiss told Vanity 
Fair, adding that the actor was 
a gentleman who liked to hire 
call girls whenever be had his 
friends over. “He’d pay for all 
Ins friends,” she said. “They 
want to be studs. They don't 
want to say they pay for sex." 
A woman who answered the 
phone at Sheen’s publicist said 
the actor would have no com- 
ment on the report, which 
appeared in tbe mag a z i n e's 
February edition. The maga- 
zine said Ms. Reiss, who has 1 
pleaded innocent to five counts 
of pandering and one count of 
possessing cocaine for sale, 
charged rates that started at 
51,500 for the night, petes, 
the former co-chief executive 
of Sony Pictures, “was the 
everyone went to when 
wanted a girl,” Ms. Reiss 
“He got girls for everyone.’’ 
Peters could not be reached tor. 
comment. Ms. Fleiss said Ms. 
Doherty, star of the hit U.S. 
television series Bevery Hah, 
90210, called to say she wanted 
girls who were “pretty — but 
not too pretty” for her fiance’s 
party. “She was giving me all 
these orders and then she said, 
“I only want to pay S200 
apiece." I said, ‘why don't you 
do it yourself?' and I hung up 
on heF.” Stan Rosenfiela, 
Doherty’s publicist, said the 
actress talked to one of Ms. 
Reiss' associates, not Ms. 
Reiss. “But it wasn’t for pros- 
titution," he said. “She wanted 
the girls to jump out of a cake 
or something.” Doherty mar- 
ried Ashley Hamilton last 
year, but it was not dear if the 
party was for him. 
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No coup this 
year— Thai army 
astrologer 


BANGKOK (R) — The Thai 
army’s astrologer has predicted 
that the South East Asian 
country’s military will not stage 
a coup d’etat "in 1994. He has - 
also used his crystal ball to tell 
readers of his astrological col- 
rann that senior officers will 
misunderstood by the media-' , 
but wifi get along with the 
current government and will be 
visited by a lot of friends. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tbad- 
thiam Yiamnakhon’s stargaz- 
ing, carried in the monthly 
army news, was quoted in the 
Nation newspaper Friday. Col. 
Thadthiam also predicted 
Thailand would not be drawn 
into war this year despite con- 
tinuing disturbances along its 
borders with Laos, Burma and 
Cambodia, coups are a regular 
feature in Thai politics, with 18 
staged successfully since Thai- 
land became a constitutional 
monarchy in 1932. The last was 
in February, 1991. Although 
there will be no coup d’etat this 
year, unknown persons w£D 
secretly try to involve the milit- 
ary in politics, Col. Thadtbtam 
foretold. 
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Woman shot while 
watching film 


SAN DIEGO Calif. (R) — 
A 40-year-old woman watching 
the holocaust epic Schindler’s 
List in a crowded movie 
theatre was shot in the back 
and seriously injured, police 
said. Moviegoers fled in panic 
when the shot rang out, and 
the gunman escaped and was 
being sought, said Lieutenant 
Bill Maheu, a San Diego police 
spokesman. Investigators had 
no suspect or motive for the 
shooting. The woman was 
rushed to the University of 
California at San Diego Medic- 
*1 Centre and was listed in 
senous condition after under 
going emergency surgery, 
police said. Police declined to 
speculate whether the content 
of the movie had anything to 
do with the shooting. Schind- 
ter’s List — a film directed by 
Steven Spielberg, tells the 
story of a German industrialist 
who saved the fives of more 

tied woman and her husband, 
an off-duty police officer from 
me neighbouring dty of La 
Mesa, were attending a 
matinee at the Horton Plaza 
Theatre in San Diego when she 
was shot by a man sitting 
directly behind her, police 
«tid. Witnesses said the shot 
fired in the cinema eeffiaded 
’nth a scene in the film during 
which one of the characters 
was shot, Tbe real shot and the 
fictitious shot were fired 
almost simultaneously, the wit" 
nesses said. A semi-automatic 
handgun was found on the 
behind the woman’s teat, 
«id police Lieutenant. Dave.. 
Cohen. * 
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Viberg seeks to overtake Czechs seal victory 

Vachter in World Cup ■ H rSm ' 

».«. in Hopman cup 


rS* LTENMARKT, Austria (R) 
Sh? Swede Pernilla Wibcrg 
srs 5 old deprive Anita Wachter 
J the overall World Cup lead 
ofa? r the first time this season if 
tiw e keeps up her superb recent 
pan? mr in ‘two Alpine ski races 
Jiolj is weekend. 

Wachter, the defending 
[Q^ampton. has seen her lead 
Van- adually eroded since she 
or«2 ened the season in stunning 
to with two wins and three 

ia d hw so 11 ** pi* 06 * * n t * ie h fSl s,x 
for S ents. . ; ■ . 

"Tv! WibeTg is now only 16 points 
d<*J? hind her Austrian rival in 
5 standings thanks to her win 
Moraine Thursday when 
st Wachter finished only 1 2th, 

) c? r worst slalom placing of the 
whS" ason. 

Altenmark is hosting a sla- 
nal 5 m and and super-giant sla- 
both events at which 
coiS? iberg excels. 

-JI5 The 23-year-old Swede took 
iper-G goldat the 1988 Cal- 
jy Olympics and leads this 
ason’s slalom standings after 
r * 5len ' io wins and one second place. 
Wiberg's perfect run-up to 
JjT.jrt month’s Lillehammer 
; “J.lymjncs, where she will de- 
L » th e Si® 111 slalom title, pro- 
Sff des a sharp contrast with last 
idu 35011 when she missed much 
; the action because of an 
1 iflles tendon injuiy. 

if the Swede should miss her 
lances this weekend, Wach- 
r could still find herself under 
ianccs real from another quarter, 
^ ?S icran Swiss Vreni Schneider 
C S took scconc * P? ace * n Mor- 
. ^0 ie and has won two other 
^y 00 iloms this season. 

^8 np Technical specialist Schneid- 
t who has 46 World Cup win 
ld die a ift.year career, lies in third 
Mi ace in the overall standings 
f Ml th 598 points, against Wach- 
- r pro- 


ter’s 646. 

Though Schneider is not at 
her happiest in the super-G. 
victory in the slaiim on the 
piste where she won in 1988 
could allow her to take the 
lead. 

Wachter will also have to 
watch out for Italy's Deborah 
Compagnoni, the Olympic 
super-G gold medallist, who 
has already won three giant 
slaloms this season and who 
lies fourth overall with 474 
points. 

With just over a month to go 
to Lillehammer, many other 
top skiers who have yet to win 
this season will find themselves 
under pressure to do well. I 

They include Germany’s 
Katja Seizinger, who saw her 
hopes of winning the overall 
World Cup snatched from her 
by Wachter in the final race of 
last season. 

Seizinger. super-G world 
champion last year, has been 
below par this season although 
she managed a third place in 
the Flachau super-giant and 
second in the Tignes downhill 
in December. 

France's Carole Merle, 1993 
giant slalom world champion 
and silver medallist in the 
super-G at the last Olympics, 
has also been fighting to regain 
her form. 

Her best result this season 
has been third in the opening 
gjant slalom and in the only 
previous super-G, in Flachau 
last month, she finished only 
39th. 

Another disappointment, 
25th place in Wednesday's 
giant slalom in Moraine, 
prompted the announcement 
that she had parted company 
with her trainer and might 
drop out of the Olympics. 


Kerrigan attacked at U.S. 
figure skating Championships 


PERTH, Australia (AFP) — 
The top seeded Czech Repub- 
lic took less than three hours 
here Friday night to over- 
whelm Germany in the final of 
the Hopman Cup tennis mixed 
teams' tournament. 

Jana Novotna, ranked sixth 
in the world, and Petr Korda, 
ranked 12th, were too strong 
for the unseeded Anke Huber 
and Bemd Karbacher. The 
winners shared a cheque of 
200,000 Australian dollars 
($141,000) and the losers 
($100,000). 

The writing was on the wall 
for Germany, the title- 
holders, when Novotna reco- 
vered from a disastrous start to 
beat lGih- ranked Huber, 1-6, 
6-4, 6-3 in the women's singles. 

Lanky left-hander Korda 
wrapped up the match when he 
overpowered Karbacher in 


straight sets, 6-3, 6-4. 

However, Huber and Kar- 
bacher won the “dead" mixed 
doubles rubber 8-3 to regain a 
degree of pride for Germany. 

Korda, who wont the Grand 
Siam Cup in . Munich last 
month, was in devastating 
form, winning his match in 
only 67 minutes. 

He compared the win here 
with his triumph in Munich, 
saying: “There I was playing 
up because I was against men 
above me in the rankings. 

“Here I was playing down, 
■ and there was pressure on me. 
I was happy with the way I 
handled it." 

Karbacher said: “Sometimes 
1 felt a little bit like a spectator 
on the court. He was hitting 
forehand and backhand win- 
ners and I did not know what 
to do.** 


Maleeva, Davenport reach 
Australian hardcourt semis 


BRISBANE, Australia (AFP) 
— Rising young stars Mag- 
dalena Maleeva and Lindsay 
Davenport advanced to the 
semifinals of the Australian 
Women's Hardcourt Tennis 
Championships Friday. 

Maleeva, the top seeded 
Bulgarian, reached the semi- 
finals of the Brisbane tourna- 
ment for the third straight year 
with a 6-2, 7-5 win oyer Au- 
stralian Rachel McQuillan. 

Maleeva, 18, will face 
Argentina's Florenda La bat in 
Saturday's semifinals after 
Labat ended Australian in- 


terest in the tournament with a 
7-6 (9/7), 6-4 victory over 
Michelle Jaggard-L&i. 

Labat, ranked 51 in the 
world, has been one of the few 
players who have coped in the 
heatwave conditions. 

In the first quarterfinal, 
^Taipei’s Sbi-Ting Wang upset 
third-seeded Ukrainian Natalia 
Medvedeva 6-1, 3-6, 6-2 to 
reach the semifinals for the 
second straight year. 

Wang will face the tourna- 
ment's second seed, American 
Lindsay Davenport.who ousted 
Germany’s Barbara Rhtner 6- 
4. 64). 


Seles to miss Australian Open 


Cosir seeking to upset 
» t rig names on home slope 


R AN J SKA GORA, 
lovenia (R) — Slovene rising 
ar Jure Kosir wants to build 
n his best season so far by 
trilling a home crowd with 
e Thai kccss in an Alpine Skiing 
^dieted fodd Cup double bill Satur- 
Asiao ay and Sunday. 
i stag But competition in the first 
ie has vent in Slovenia this season 
to tefl nil he stiff with Italian show- 
al a* nan Alberto Tomba hungry ~ 
winbe°r points to . -improve --on his -n 
melted position in the overall-. 

the Vorid Cup standings- . 

^ |g The slalom and giant slalom 
riends ^ on *he demanding Vit- 
Tbai mc arc expected to 

-argaz. Bract thousands of Slovenes 
JSh * the picturesque resort of 
^ ranjska Gora and crowds of 
, Qjj alians from across the border 
tiered ^ a f® w kilometres away. 
j m Kosir clinched Slovenia's 
. rst victory since independ- 
its lce fr° ra Yugoslavia in 199} 
j ith a slalom win at Madonna 
emlar '' Campiglio in Italy last 
•jirhlS lonth; just edging out his idol 
id triple Olympic champion 
omba by 0.09 of a second. 
Jtl «! The 21-year-old from the vil- 
ige of Mojstrana secured 
wood place in- a slalom in 
ark City in the United States 
5 ht- 1 November and third place in 
- J " le same event in Canada a 
«k later. 


Master technician Tomba, 
who has two slalom victories 
under his belt this season, will 
be seeking revenge for the 
Madonna upset. 

He will also be hoping to 
beat closest rivals Kjetil Andre 
Aamodt of Norway, Austria’s 
Guenther Mader and five- 
times overall World Cup win- 
ner. Marc Ciradell, pf Luxern- 
•boiurg. • • . . * 

1 f-f-’Hfty-ohe points separate : 
-Tomba from current overall, 
world cup leader Aamodt. who 
has 505 points, mader is 
secondwith 493 andGirardelH 
fourth with 4dl- 

The weekend’s races arc im- 
portant for slalom and giant 
slalom world champion 
Aamodt who has yet to wirvan 
event this season. 

Tm not skiing to get intothe 
top three places, I want to 
win," the Norwegian all- 
rounder. told reporters after 
Thursday’s downhill- in Saal- 
bach, Australia. 

His best result so far this 
season is second place in a 
super-G at Val d'lsere in 
France. 

Victory . on the steep, icy 
Slovene slope would boost his 
momentum in the run-up to 
the Winter Olympics in Lille- 
hammer next month. 
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the vanishing trick . , - 

r Both vulnerable. North deals- ’ there are 10 tricks tl^for 1 **!“ 


NORTH 

♦ 7 

9 0 2 

- 0 A K Q 9 73 

♦ A853 

WEST EAST 

♦ 43 .4 8 6 5 2 

? A KQ J 8 49 9 5 
0 10 4 <J 6 6 2 

4K10 2 * J 7 IS 

SOOTH 

♦ A K Q J 10 9 
9 10 7 8 

O B 

4Q9 4 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 14 8 9 

8 0 Pass 4 4 Peas 

Pw Pam m _ " 

Opening lead: -King of 9 
Count South's tricks- There are 
10 of them— sht spades, three dia- 
monds and the ace of clubs. It seems 
impossible for any of them to van- 
ish. yet tint’s exactly what hap- 
pened in a rubber bridge game. 

No one can quibble with the auc- 
tion, especially since South held ISO 
honors m a cushion. And given that 


lu g , four spades must be tbs perfect 
contract. 

West attacked with three rounds 
of hearts. Declarer ruffed th* third ■ 

in dummy, but East overruffed and 

found the excellent shift, to a dub. 
Declarer’s queen was covered by Urn 
king and dummy's ace won, but de- 
clarer's predicament dawned. There 
was no way back to the dosed hand 
to draw trumps, so declarer had to 
try to cash three diamonds for two 
dub discards. Unfortunately. East 
ruffed the third diamond, so declar- 
er wound up with just nine 
How did the 10th trick slip away7 

When declarer innocently nmea 
the third heart in dummy, commu- 
nica lions belween tbe hands were 
shattered. AH Sooth tu*6*d to do ^ to 
get home was U> refuse tn ruff. If the 
opponents continue with hearts, de- 
clarer ruffs in hand and there are no 
further problems. If East raffs and 
shifts to s club, declarer can win m 
dummy, use dummy’s tramp a s the 
entry in the dosed hand to draw 
tramps, then take three diamond 
tricks for the game. 


CLEVELAND, Ohio (Agen- 
cies) — Tennis star Monica 
Seles will pass up the Austra- 
lian Open while she continues 
to recuperate from a stab 
wound, die former world num- 
ber one said Thursday in a 
brief statement released by her 
managers. 

“It is extremely difficult for 
me to miss another Grand 
Slam Tournament, but I won’t 
be ready to play in the Austra- 
lian Open this year,” Seles, a 
three-time Australian Open 
champion, said through her 
agent at International Manage- 
ment Group .(IMG)..- 

The Australian Open, won 
by Seles the past three years, 
will be the fourth consecutive 
Grand Slam tournament she 
has been forced to miss. 

Seles has been sidelined 
since she was stabbed in the 
back by a spectator during a 
match in Hamburg, Germany 
on April 30 of last year. 

The 20-year-old Seles, who 
was the top player in the world 
at the time of the attack, said 
in a recent television interview 
that she owed it to her fans and 
to herself to return only when 
she was ready to play competi- 
tively again. 

“People deserve to see me at 
my best,” she said last month. 

The Australian Open, the 
year's first Grand Slam eve nts 
begins on Jan. 17. - 

Seles is undergoing - an' 
aggressive rehabilitation and 
training programme, but it is 
still too soon to determine 
when she will return to the 
professional women's tennis 
circuit, the IMG statement 
said. 

The statement from Seles 
oomes on the day that U.S. 
figure skating champion Nancy 
Kerrigan was attacked by a 
spectator wielding a blunt ob- 
ject following a practice ses- 
sion for this week's national 
championships in Detroit. 

A spokeswoman for Seles at 
IMG said the tennis star's deci- 
sion to pass up the Australian 
Open was not related to the 
frightening attack on Kemgan. 

The absence of Seles leaves 
the Australian Open without 
three of the biggest drawcards 
in women's tennis. 

Martina Navratilova no lon- 
ger plays the Australian Open, 
saying it falls too early in the 


year, while American teenager 
Jennifer Capriati is taking a 
sabbatical from the sport after 
suffering an elbow injury. 

Mary Pierce of France also 
may not play. She withdrew 
from an exhibition in Hong 
Kong this week saying she was 
suffering from an upset sto- 
mach and also has pulled out of 
next week’s New South Wales 
Open in Sydney. 

The men's field also is with- 
out several marquee attrac- 
tions, including Boris Becker, 
Andre Agassi and Sergj Bru- 
guera. 

Becker.'the. 1991 .-Australia!* 
Open champion, is awaiting 
the birth of his first child and is 
unavailable, while Agassi and 
French Open champion Bru- 
guera both are injured. 

Agassi never has played in 
the Australia Open during his 
.eight years on the tour. 

Other absentees indude in- 
jured Dutchman Richard Kra- 
jicek and Michael Chang, who 
.says the event does not fit in 
with his schedule. 

John McEnroe, now playing 
only part-time but still a major 
box-office attraction, also has 
not entered. 

Injuries to two-time cham- 
pion Stefan Edberg and rising 
star Andrei Medvedev are 
further concerns. 

Edberg suffered a niggling 
- back injury while playing in the 
~ Qatar Open earlier this week 
hut is expected to play, while 
Medvedev is undergoing inten- 
sive treatment for an inflamed 
right knee. 

Tennis Australia President 
Geoff Pollard, in Perth for the 
Hopman Cup. said the open 
was fortunate to still have one 
of its strongest-ever entries. 

“We are obviously dis- 
appointed that Monica won't 
be here to chase her fourth 
successive title, but we are very 
pleased to have 27 of the top 30 
women and 25 of the top 30 
men." he said. 

Pollard said preparations for 
the tournament are proceeding 
well, despite unseasonally wet 
weather in - Melbourne, which 
has delayed the painting and 
cleaning of outside match 
courts. 

“Everything is beginning to' 
take shape," Pollard said. 
“Our team “is working very 
hard to make sure all last 
minute details are finalised. 


DETROIT (R) — U.S. figure 
skating champion Nancy Kerri- 
gan was attacked by a man who 
bludgeoned her leg with a 
blunt instrument, following a 
practice session for the Nation- 
al Championships Thursday, 
but she said it could have been 
a lot worse. 

Kerrigan is considered a 
gold medal favourite for next 
month's Winter Olympics in 
Lillehammer, Norway, but the 
attack could jeopardise her 
chances of qualifying for the 
U.S. Olympic team. 

The 1992 Olympic bronze 
medalist was trea tedi n hospital 
for a deep bru ise of the right 
knee and released after the 
incident that recalled last 
year's attack on tennis star 
Monica Seles, who was stab- 
bed during a match in Ger- 
many. 

The 24-year-old Kerrigan 
had just finished a 40-minute 
practice session and was walk- 
ing to the locker room to 
change clothes when an un- 
identified man lunged at her 
from behind a curtain and 
struck her across the right, 
kneecap. 

The assailant escaped 
through a window and has hot 
been apprehended, police said. 

“I don't want to lose faith in 
people.” said an obviously 
shaken Kerrigan in a television 
interview from her hotel room 
on Thursday night. 

“That was one bad guy. I’m 
sure there's other because this 
kind of thing has happened 
before in other sports.” Kerri- 
gan said, referring to the attack 
on Seles last April by a knife 
wielding spectator. 

“But not everybody is like 
that,” she continued. "Most 
people are worried about me 
and wondering what happened 


and those are the people that I 
want to fell that I'm okay. 

“Its not the most important 
thing, so if 1 can't Til have to 
deal with it, but Tm okay and it 
could have been a lot worse.” 

Kerrigan, heavily favoured 
to repeat as U.S. champion, 
was scheduled to compete in 
Thursday's technical program- 
me of the national Cham- 
pionships which have as the 
Olympic trials for the U.S. 
team. 

She was planning to try to 
practise. Friday morning and 
hoped to be able to compete . 
Friday night. The women's fin- 
al free programme is scheduled 
for Saturday night. 

Kerrigan was hysterical and 
screaming as she was carried 
from the scene of the assault by 
her father, Dan Kemgan. 

“Why me, why now?” Kerri- 
gan said. “Someone help me... 
help me. Get my skates off. 
Why, why, why. I’m so scared, 
it hurts.” 

Said her father: “This was 
senseless... just senseless.” 

Kerrigan's coach. Evy Scot- 
void, did not see the attack but 
said he heard her screaming. 

"She was wacked with a 
crowbar by a big guy.” Soot- 
fold told reporters. “He didn’t 
go for the head, she'll be fine, 
she’ll heal.” 

Scorvold was critical of the 
lack of security at the arena. 
“There was no security,” he 
said. “It wasn't a skating in- 
jury, that I could accept... This 
was a felonious assault. 

“She is really trying to be 
optimistic and stoic but initially 
she was terrified,” Scotvokl 
said. 

“She has to understand that 
she is a visible person and for 
the rest of her visible fife shell 
need protection.” 


Dr. Steven Ptomanis, who 
examined Kerrigan, said there 
was no fracture, but the skater 
“suffered a direct blow to the 
kneecap. She has a bruised 
^patella, qudricep Tendon and 
tissue. There is swelling and 
black and blue bruises.” 

After being treated Kerrigan 
returned to her hotel under - 
tight security. She was able to 
' walk, but was liming. 

The assailant was identified 
as a 6-foot-2 (1.88m). white 
male. He had been seen 
videotaping Kerrigan's work- 
out close to the rink railing. 

If Kerrigan .does not com- 
plete, and finish among the top 
two at the U.S. Nationals, she 
may not be allowed to join the 
. Olympic team, however U.S. 
figure skating officials said 
they may petition the U.S. 
Olympic Committtee for a spe- 
cial waiver to allow her. to^ 
complete based on her showing' 
at the 1992 games. 

Meanwhile, Jenni Me no and 
Todd Sand the favourites in 
pairs at the U.S. Figure Skat- 
ing Qiampionsbips won the 
technical programme Thurs- 
day. 

Mena and Sand, who com- 
peted in the 1992 Olympics 
with different partners and got 
together in late 1992, skated 
■ display in an upbeat ahead of 
Kyoko INA and Jason Dung- 
jen, also a relatively new cou- 
ple, and veterans Karen Court- 
land and Todd Reynolds. 

The top three teams qualify 
for the Olympics next month at 
Killehammer, Norway. 

Sand won the 1991 Amer- 
ican championship with 
Natasha Kuchiki.who now 
skates with Rocky Marval and 
stood fourth heading into 
Saturday's free skate. Sand- 
Kuchild finished sixth at the 


T982 Olympics.” - 

Meno was 2 X rh 2» the 
Albertville gmes, skating vvi;n .. 
Scott Weridland, 

Davis, Boitano qualify 

Defending cM'.ipion Scott _ 
Davis put on a J;,rilli ant .P eT 7 
formance at the U.S- National 
Figure Skating championship’s . 
.to beat Brians Boitano and 
earn a place on the U.S. Olym- . 
pic team. 

Two-time Olympian Boita- 
no. 30, who spent the last five 
teams as a touring profession- - 
al, was less than steller but stil: 
good enough to claim '.he . 
second spot on the U.S. team 
on the winner games in LiHe- / 
hammer. 

“1 am just thrilled to retain - ; 
my talks and be going to the : 
Olympics." Davis said. “Brian 
was the one I looked up to ; 
when T was growing up and . 
now I'm going to the Olympics 
with him. • 

The men’s competition was 
overshadowed, however, 'ey 
the shocking attacks on Kerri- 
gan. 

Two women, three pair 
teams, and one ice dancing 
couple will be decided by 
Saturday night. 

After months of buildup for 
Boitano, his championships . 
prospects came down to the 
triple axel. Davis hit two clear- 
ly and Boitance singled his 
second, to play it safe. 

■■ “I have to land my stupid 
triple axel before the Olym- 
pics,” said Boitano, who £dmi:t- 
ted he just wanted to qualify ; 
for Lillehammer. 

Boitano, who will return to 
the Winter Games after a six year ; 
abasence. is the first American 
male skater to make three 
Olympic teams since Nathaniel 1 
Jo&r in 1928. 


Torvill and Dean unveil new figure skating routine 


SHEFFIELD, England (AP) 
— The secret is out. Jayne 
Torvill and Christopher Dean 
have turned to the romantic 
ballroom days of Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers for the 
inspiration for their Olympic 
comeback. 

The pair Thursday unveiled 
a masterfully flowing routine 
with a big time ballroom feel, a 
showy and romantic perform- 
ance to thelmng-BerHng^eng - 
Let's Face The Music And . 
Dance.” 

The first judgment of their 
new routine will be passed 
Saturday night during the free 
dance portion of the British Ice 
Dance Championships. 

The four-time world cham- 
pions have the lofty task of 
bettering Bolero, a revolution- 
ary piece that won them an 
unprecedented string of per- 
fect 6.08 and the gold medal at 
the 1984 Olympics. 

"It's sort of back to social 
dancing, and what we tried to 
incorporate is all the rhythms 
that you would most probably 
see in the ballroom,” said 
Dean, who choreographs the 
couple’s Toutines. "The . 
rhythms that we go through are . 
the fox trot, waltz, tango with a 


little bit of a surprise in there 
— and then into a big swing- 
time quick-step. 

“But having set all those 
rhythms, we didn't want to 
make like it's a ballroom sequ- 
ence. It's very much a piece on 
its own.” 

One of the surprises is a 
two-step shuffle down the cen- 
tre of the ice, almost a Michael 
Jackson mponwalk in reverse. 
7 ' “The amount of steps in this 
could be fitted within the first 
minute of Bolero. “It’s formal, 
compact,” Dean said. “It’s dif- 
ficult for us to do.” 

The routine invites compari- 
son to Astaire and Rogers, 
who performed to the same 
music in the 1936 movie Follow 
The Fleet. . . 

But the two skater* 
any implication that theirs is 
simply an Astaire-Rogers 
routine on ice. 

“We like them.” Dean said. 
“But we're not trying to be 
them.” 

The music was specially 
. arranged note-by-note accord- 
ing to Dean's instructions and 
recorded by 45 musicians in a 
studio over three days. The 
ballroom sound was necessi- 
tated by new rules drawn up by 


the International Skating Un- 
ion efiminatingthe theatrics of 
routines like Bolero and the 
poor imitations that followed. ' 

“We went a certain way - 
(with Bolero) in 1984. and 
certain people took up the 
gauntlet from there and went 
with it. I think they (the ISU) 
were trying to bring it. bade 
into a certain form," Dean 
said. “It's challenged us to 
work within rules and -within 
restrictions and at the same 
time still try to be entertaining, 
fresh, challenging ” 

Torvill and Dean know they 
are potting at risk their reputa- 
tion as the best ice dance cou- 
ple of all time. 

“The judges will judge us 
remembering what we were in 
the 1984,” Dean said. “And 
having left on such a high, now 
you come back to the reality. It 
was very glamorous then, and 
we’ve got to try to come back 
and create that glamour 
again." 

“We’re taking a risk coming 
back.” Torvill said during a 
break inpractice Thursday at 
the Sheffield Arena. “But we 
couldn't ignore the challenge.'' 

Torvill and Dean are among 
a group of skaters taking 
■dwniage of a new rule allow- 


ing professionals to regain 
Olympic eligibility in time for 
the games in Lillehammer. 
Norway, next month. 

With victory at the British 
Championships considered a 
formality, the first real chal- 
lenge for Torvill, 36, and 
Dean, 35, in their comeback 
will be the European Cham- 
pionship, later this month, fol- 
lowed by the Olympics. At 
both competitions, they will 
be, at best, co*favourites next 
to reigning world champion* 
Maya Usova and Alexander 
Zhulin of Russia. 

Dean acknowledged h:* 
anxiety over the thought o: 
losing. 

“It's a knife-edge thing, isn'i 
it,”, he said. “That’s the adre- 
nalin of being accountable 
again, putting yourself on the 
line again." 

The pair's coach. Betty Call- 
away, is more confident, not- 
ing that 10 years of tours and 
shows have produced a better 
' Torvill and Dean. 

“They are very much better, 
not only more polished, more 
sophisticated, more mature, 
but also their technical skating 
is much, much better than in 
1984.” 


3,000 fans watch Beckenbauer’s 1st Bayern trainin 


MUNICH. Germany (R) — 
some 3.000 fans turned out to 
watch Germany's former 
national team coach Franz 
Beckenbauer take charge of 
his first training session al 
Bayern Munich Friday. 

Daily training sessions at 
Bayern's Saebenerstrasse 
Complex regularly attract a 
few hundred fans but Friday's 
at tend?. ice was a record. 

The crowd, which included a 
large contingent of children. 


watched the team do warm-up 
exercises and applauded goals 
during a practice match played 
in pleasant conditions for a 
January winter's day. 

Beckenbauer, who has taken 
over from Erich Ribbeck until 
the end of the season, gave no 
long sermons to the team who 
made a disappointing exit from 
the UEFA Cup this season 
after defeat by English Premier 
Leagufc Norwich City. 

“The speech was short. We 


were used to longer ones." 
midfielder ■ Mehmet Scholl 
said. 

Germany captain Lothar 
Matthaeus missed the session 


We advise yon to visit 
Al Dalai Establishment 
Inside the Forte Grand Hotel 

☆ For Information, the price of an 
embroidered cushion Is JD 12 
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TUTOR IS AVAILABLE 

Tutoring all school levels in mathematics including 
GCE. GCSE and Tawjftii 

Call 816222 (after £00 p.m.) 


FOR RENT 

A first floor super deluxe flat as a villa, 240 sq. 
metres, with separate entrance and central heating. 
Location: Doctors’ Quarter, Tla’ Al Afi, Amman. 

Please call teL: 683852 


amid rumours that he could 
marry his long-time girlfriend 
Lolita Morena in the Swiss ski 
resort of Grans-Montana 
Saturday. 




FRENCH CULTURAL CENTER 


Registration - is now open at the French 
Cultural Center for the following courses : 


and DALF courses. . 
^PfteparBfibn coursea the exams • 

;buslness. - : 

• Arabfc language courses for foreigners 


The registration will last on 8/1 / l" 4 “8 
the courses wflU start oh 9 / 1 / 1994 
till 26/3/ 


r-..- I '’ V* t 

Tc). €37009 , Jebel WebdQh - Amman 



Gnema 


Tri.: 6992381 


Td.: 634144 


PLAZA 



Td.: 675571 


Amr Diyab. Omar Shari! and Yusra 
in 

Laughter, Play, Seriousness and 
Love 

(Arabic) 

show |2:34i. 3: 15- 5*11. h:«. &*>- P- m - 


DRAGON 

The Bruce Lee story 

Show: 12 : 311 . .V 30 . fclS. « »»■*> . „ 

II a.m. special show for children 

Thur.+Kri.+Sat. and Sun. 

Ninja Dragons 


presents a play entitled: 

AL lint Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel. Has- 
san Al Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at fc15 
Ticket* era told M (ter 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Dally 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre will resume shows 
as Of January 12, 1994 
E nglish synopsis available 
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UpN. protests to Israel over shooting 


TYRE (AFP) — Israeli-backed militiamen opened fire at two 
tanks manned by Finnish peacekeepers in South Lebanon 
without causing casualties, a U.N. officer here said Friday. He 
told AFP that the United Nations Interim Force In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) protested to Israel over Thursday’s incident, which 
he said involved militiamen of the Israeli-trained and financed 
South Lebak-*?d Army (SLA). The tanks were crossing the 
Hamra bridge, in the western sector of Israel’s ‘’security 
zone," on their way to UNIFIL in Natjura, south of Tyre, 
when gunshot s wer e fired in their direction, the officer aid. 
Israel told UNIFIL that the SLA forces were timing at three 
unidentified commandos in the region, he said. 


Polish ex-CIA agent In Israel arrested 


WARSAW (AFP) — A polish ex-Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) ageht in Israel and friend of former Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin was arrested here Thursday and charged 
with armed robbery and illegal arms possession, judicial 
officials said Friday. Andrzej Kidczynski, believed to be the 
head of a criminal gang, earned out a number of armed 
robberies throughout Poland with his nephew Albert Kiele- 
zynsld after his return from Israel in April 1992, according to 
the newspaper express Wieczomy. Mr. Kielczynski left Poland 
for Israel in 1958, where he became a friend and close 
associate of the country’s future Prime Minister Menathem 
Begin. In the 1970s, he reportedly participated in a number of 
attacks in Israel, notably against the Germany embassy, the 
Goethe Institute and the Lufthansa airline headquarters in Tel- 
Aviv. Kielczynslri, who had links to leading Israeli politicians, 
was then recruited by the CIA, to whom be provided 
information on government policy and the location of midear 
weapons sites in the 1980s, the newspaper reported. 


Cholesterol testing said unreliable 


LONDON (AFP) — Cholesterol levels are not sufficiently 
reliable in predicting heart disease, according to research 
published here Friday. The 12-year snidy of 21,500 men, 220 
of whom died of heart disease during the research period, 
showed up to three-quarters of heart would not be 

predicted by cholesterol screening alone. Only 20 per cent of 
those who died during the study were in the group that tested 
among the 10 per cent highest cholesterol group, the study 

showed. 


Briton who kidnapped son Jailed 


LONDON (AFP) — Peter Malkin, the British businessman 
who kidnapped his 12-year-old son in France and took refuge 
with him in Egypt for two months was sentenced to 18 months 
in prison by the high court here Friday. Mr. Malkin, 54, was 
arrested Thursday as he stepped off a plane at Heathrow 
airport , accompanied by his son Oliver and bis friend, Audrey 
Donnelly. Oliver was immediately taken away from Mr, 
Malkin and returned by plane to France, where he was 
reunited with his mother. F-lisa Pridmore, 36, who has legal 
custody of the child. 


Mass funeral for 850 Iranian soldiers 


TEHRAN (AFP) — President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
attended a mass funeral Friday for 850 Iranian soldiers killed 
in tire 1980-1988 war with Iraq and whose remains were found 
recently, officials said. Each of the coffins was draped with an 
Iranian flag at die ceremony winch followed Friday prayers at 
Tehran University, officials said. The soldiers’ remains were 
found by volunteers and members of a committee in charge of 
conducting a search for nussmg-in-action. 

■ -UC * 

U.S. commandos In' Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — A contingent of 150 U.S. .army 
commandos has arrived here to participate in joint military 
exercises with their elite Pakistani troop counterparts, officials 
sand here Friday. The U.S. Special Force troops and tire 
Special Services group of the Pakistani army will take part in 
war games in tike mountainous regions of North West Frontier 
Province, they said. . , 


Nigerian ruler relocates to inland 


ABUJA (R) — Military ruler General Sani Abacha, who 
seized power in November moved his government to Nigeria's 
inland capital 'Abuja Friday, an official spokesman said. Mr. 
Abacha and senior members of his government arrived around 
noon in Abuja where all government business would now be 
conducted, he said. Mr. Abacha had been operating from 
Lagos since Nov. 17. when be became head of state following 
the sudden resignation of former interim civilian leader Ernest 
Shonekan. 


UAEbans meat for contalnlno oork 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has banned Dutch Zwan canned beef after tests showed it 
contained pork, which is prohibited by Islam, a muwapaJ 
official told Friday's newspapers here. Existing stocks of ali 
Zwan products, among the most popular meat products in 
Gulf, have been withdrawn and destroyed, said Abdul Labi 
Fadl. director of Sharjah Municipality. The problem was 
discovered last month when health inspectors in Ajman found 
Zwan cans Ciiying the words '’slaughtered according to 
Islamic Law” on one side and “pork” on the othe r. “T ests 
have shown all Zwan products were laced with pork- A 

decision has been taken to withdraw all stocks from the UAE 

and destroy them,” be said. 

Bombs found outside New York building 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Whoever left homemade bombs outride 
two New York building -along with notes criticising the Israeli 
government may have intended to scare people but not 
actually cause damage. Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly 
says. The fact that the bombs were set in the predawn boon 
Wednesday when the office buildings were empty, and that the 
devices were not powerful or well-designed, suggests “they' 
may have bepq left just as a message,” Mr. Kelly said. A group 
that is housed in one of the buildings, Americans for raw* ' 
Now, issued a statement condemning the abortive bombings 
and promising to redouble its efforts for pesos. The bombs, 
both crude devices made of thermos bottles and egg timers, 
were safely disposed of by the police bomb squad. But no one 
claimed responsibility, and those who set them remained a 
mystery. 


Blizzards, storms lash Western Europe 


LONDON (R) — Blizzards, high winds and torrential ram 
lashed Western Europe Thursday and Friday, disrupting travel 
and forcing dozens of people to flee their homes. One mas 
died in London after driving his car into a canal in an ovenugh* 
snowstorm while in the southern French Alps over 100 people 
were evacuated as relentless rain caused flooding. In Portugal, 
high winds whipped the Atlantic into waves of up to five 
metres, dosing many ports and forcing the crew of an Uahan 
gas carrier to abandon ship in the Starts of Gibraltar. All 17 
Hew were rescued but officials said the ship, which was 
abandoned when water flooded into the engine mom, may 
well have sunk. Snow fell as far south as Andalusia in Spam 
and the Algarve in Portugal, avalanches dosed roads in the 
Italian Alps and there were warnings of snowsudes in the 
Pyrenees in northeast Spain. In southern and central England 
rescue workers evacuated d oze n s of people from water-logged 
homes after weeks of almost continuous rain. 


Woeraer warns Russia cooperation is not one-sided 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
North Atlantic Treaty Organis- 
tiop (NATO) Secretary- 
General Manfred Woerner 
warned Russia on Friday that 
cooperation with the alliance 
depended on Moscow’s full re- 
spect for human rights and the 
sovereignty of neighbouring 
states. 

“Cooperation is a two-way 
street,’’ Mr. Woemer told a 
group of journalists ahead of 
next week’s NATO summit ex- 
pected to define the alliance's 
relations with its former Soviet 
bloc foes. 

Mr. Woemer reiterated that 
NATO, which has agreed to 
bolster military ties with Rus- 
sia, was trying to support the 
democratic and reform efforts 
of President Boris Yeltsin. 

“He knows that, of course. ; 
cooperation with the West re-’ 1 
quires full respect for not only 
human rights domestically but 


also the sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of neighbouring 
states," the NATO chief said, 

Concern about Russia's 
direction has heightened since 
the surprisingly strong showing 
by ultra-nationalists in last 
months’ parliamentary elec- 
tions. But NATO analysts said 
there were worrying signs even 
before. 

They cited Moscow’s insist- 
ence on protecting Russian- 
speaking minorities abroad, its 
slowness in withdrawing troops 
from the Baltic states and its 
drive to become the main 
peacekeeper in the former 
Soviet republics. 

Mr. Woemer said that while 
NATO wanted to cooperate 
with Moscow, its policy “to a 
certain extent is influenced by 
what happens in Russia, by the 
substance and also by the lan- 
guage of those who are re- 
sponsible for policymaking ^ 


j The summit is expected to 
adopt a U.S. proposal that 
would offer limited military 
cooperation with NATO’s for- 
. mcr cold war enemies but not 
the automatic promise of 
alliance membership. 

Russia is strongly opposed to 
its one-time satellites joining 
NATO. Mr. Woemer reiter- 
ated that while Moscow would 
have no veto over the alliance's 
decisions its interests would 
have to be considered. 

“We have to satisfy the 
security needs of the countries 
of Central and Eastern Europe 
and we have to build a Euro- 
Atlantic community which 
does not exclude, but includes 
Russia,” he said. 

“This can be done in a care- 
fully measured evolution over 
time." 

Defence chiefs of four East 
European countries Friday 
welcomed the NATO plan to 


offer them closer military 
links, but called for assurances 
that it was a step towards 
membership of the alliance- 

The defence ministers of 
Polland, Slovakia and Hun- 
gary, and the Czech Republic’s 
deputy defence minister, also, 
asked for NATO to state dear- 
ly that they can one day be- 
come members. 

“The participants in the 
meeting attentively discussed 
(NATO’s) ’Partnership for 
Peace’ initiative,” they said in 
a statement after talks on coot- . 
dinating a joint strategy before 
the NATO summit in Brussels. 

“They believe it is a step in 
the right direction, favourable 
to the idea of multilateral 
security and leads to a 
broadening of cooperation be- 
tween NATO and the states of 
central Eastern Europe,” they 
said. 

Two senior East European 


politicians on Friday urged 
speedy full NATO mem- 
bership for former communist 
countries, implirity expressing 
concern over the U.S. part- 
nership for Peace Initiative. 

The comments came after a 
meeting with Washington’s 
•U.N. Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright and Chairman of the 
U.S. joint Chiefs of Staff 
General John Sbalikashviii. 

Polish President Lech Wale- 
sa told the two U.S. envoys 
here that the United States 
should leap rather than crawl 
in its Eastern European policy. 

“As a soldier, I know that, 
one advances mroe quickly by 
leaping. Certainly, one can 
also crawl, and sometimes it is 
necessary. But today in 
Europe there is an opportunity 
to leap, crawling would be 
slower and less efficient.” 


Rabbani foes accept 
temporary ceasefire 


KABUL (Agencies) — Afgha- 
nistan’s combined opposition 
forces Friday announced a 
> temporary ceasefire to permit 
the evacuation of wounded and 
diplomats from Kabul, but said 
they still sought the uncon- 
ditional resignation of Presi- 
dent Burhanuddm Rabbani. 

In a joint communique 
issued from Prime Minsiter 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's base 
in Charasiab. on the eastern 
outskirts of Kabul, they said 
Mr. Rabbani should step down 
and publicly announce his res- 
ignation through die media. 

The communique was issued 
by the supreme coordination 
council (SCC), which groups 
former communist leader 
Abdul Rashid Dostum's Natin- 
al Movement, Mr. Hekmaty- 
ar's Hezb-e-Islami, former' 
President Sibgfaatuilah Mojad- 
dedi’s National Liberation 
Front of Afghanistan and the 
Shi'ite Hezb-e-Wahdat. 

It said the parties “are ready 
for cessation fo hostilities.” 

The statement released by 
Mr. Hekmatyar’s representa- 
tive Mengal Hussain in Islama- 
bad late Friday said the SCC 
agreed to allow the evacuation 
of people wounded in the 
bloody six-day fight for Kabul. 

It will also enable foreign 
diplomats to leave Kabul if 
they wish and help resettle 
war-displaced Afghans from 
the capital to safer places, it 
said. 

The ceasefire proposal, 
urged by Pakistan, bad also 
been accepted to supply hos- 
pitals m Kabul with medicine 
and arrange essential food 
items for the needy residents. 

The communique held Mr. 
Rabbani responsible for the 


latest “killings, destruction and 
uprooting of the innocent peo- 
ple in Kabul.” 

Mr. Hussein said that with- 
out Mr. Rabbani's removal, 
peace would not return to 
Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile thousands fled 
the Afghan capital Friday tak- 
ing advantage of the return of 
calm. 

Heavy rain and fog over the 
city may also have contributed 
to a grounding of aircraft and 
the silencing of rival artillery 
fire. 

More than 3,000 people 
have been treated at hospitals 
since the urban warfare 
erupted Jan. 1, and many .more 
victims are believed trapped 
inside their homes. Hundreds 
are feared dead. 

There was only sporadic 
fighting Friday, and thousands 
of residents used the lull to 
escape frontline neighbour- 
hoods for safer parts of Kabul 
or flee the city altogether. 

The government said all the 
main factions agreed to. the 
truce, which was to begin at 6 
a.m. (0100 GMT) Saturday. 

The few remaining United 
Nations officials and foreign 
diplomats in Kabul will be 
> evacuated to Pakistan in a cot* 
voy Saturday morning if the 
ceasefire is honoured. 
►However, the truce is ex- 
pected to be only temporary. 

Countless ceasefires have 
collapsed since the feuding 
groups ousted a communist 
government in 1992 and then 
began fighting each other for 
control of the capital. 

Neither Mr. Rabbani’s patty 
nor his main rivals have shown 
much interest in a permanent 
ceasefire. 


Iran can withstand U.S. 
pressure — - Rafsanjani 


TEHRAN (AFP) — President 
Ali Akbar Hasbenri Rafsanjani 
accused the United Stales on 
Friday of seeking to destroy 
Iranian revolution, but warned 
feat fee Islamic republic was 
no longer vulnerable and could 
even survive a blockade. 

Speaking at the weekly 
prayer, Mr. Rafsanjani said 
Iran bad been singled out by 
tile “most Satanic power in the 
world” for its role in Islamic 
awakening throughout the 
world. 

“An or ch e stra ted propagan- 
da c ampai gn is underway to 
discourage Iranian people by 
exaggerating our economic dn- 
ficames,” be said. 

But fee “great arrpgasoe” 
should realise it is too late and 
we have passed the stage of 
vulnerability, be said. 

“Their weapo n of ofl is no 
longer effective against us and 
fee recent price shocks have 
only hurt their (Washington's) 
friends,” the president said 
apparently referring to pro- 
Western oil-rich Arab states. 

He said Inn bad reached 
self-sufficiency in food produc- 
tion and could survive “even if 


from 55 to S6 billion in bard 
currency since March 1993 be- 
cause of fee weak oil market. 

Despite efforts to reduce de- 
pendency on oil, crude exports 
are expected to cover 67 per 
cent of .Iran’s 1994-1995 state 
budget, according to official 
figures. 

Ties with Sooth Africa 


it was forced to stop exporting 
oil.” 


Mr. Rafsanjani said Iran was 
“no longer dependent” on oil 
income and that more re- 
venues would only help it to 
speed up the reconstruction 
programmes. 

Oil prices have dipped to 
feeir lowest levels in five years, 
with Iran selling a barrel of 
crude for less than $1 1 , accord- 
ing to Western energy experts. 

Iran which earns 80 per cent 
of its hard currency through oil 
exports, has repeatedly ac- 
cused Western countries, not- 
ably fee United States of plot-. ’ 
ting to lower prices. 

A central bank official said 
last week that .Iran had lost 


Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said on Friday that 
Iran gave priority to economic 
relations with South Africa 
over full diplomatic ties, 
Tehran Radio said. 

Mr. Velayati also told fee 
radio that Iran favoured poli- 
tical tibs with anti-apartheid 
groups, suggesting feat di- 
plomatic normalisation wife 
Pretoria would be gradual. 

The Iranian cabinet voted on 
Wednesday for the reestablish- 
ment of diplomatic ties be- 
tween the two countries be- 
cause of the “end of Pretoria’s 
racist policies against blacks.** 

It also ordered fee Foreign 
Ministry to pave the way tor 
lifting of economic sanctions, 
whim were imposed shortly 
after the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion which toppled the Shah, a 
dose aDy of South Africa. 

The decision to restore (ti- 
ptauatic relations wife South 
Africa cods a split dating back 
to fee revolution and cornea 
amid mounting economic diffi- 
culties in Iran and strained 
relations wife several Western 
countries. 

Mr. Velayati has said the 
African National Congress and 
other g ro u ps asked Iran to 
remove economic sanctions 
against Pretoria. 

Before the revolution, Iran 
was the main supplier of oil to 
South Africa and, according to 
political observers in Tehran, 
ban could be seeking to regain 
a share of the oil market there. 



CLASH OVER PEACE: Israeli policemen stop an 
activist from fee Bloc of Peace from das hin g 
wife a Jewish settler during a demonstration 


held in Jerusalem on Friday against the settle- 
ments in fee ImraeU-ocatpIcd territories (AFP 
photo) 


Yemen seeks release of kidnapped 
oilmen amid recriminations 


SANAA (Agencies) — The. 
• Yemeni authorities Friday 
asked tribal leaders to use their 
influence to win the release of 
four Yemenis, a Canadian lind 
a Briton working forth*? U.S. 
Hunt Oil firm, political sources 
here said. 

A group from the Khawlan 
tribe kidnapped fee six Tues- 
day in the Maareb region 100 
kilometres east of here and arc 
demanding the release of one 
of their own men in exchange, 
Hunt engineers said. 

Earlier reports said the kid- 
nappers were from the Daham 
tribe. 

Political sources here said 
the government was in contact 
with several tribal leaders in a 
bid to persuade the kidnappers 
to free the six, a helicopter 
pilot and five engineers. 

They were kidnapped after 
flying to fee Maareb area to 
inspect a leak at a pumping 
station. Hum engineers said, 
adding that the helicopter was 
also seized. 

The Yemeni Socialist Party 
(YSP) A1 Thawri newspaper 
reported that the oil workers 
were trying to defuse a bomb 
planted by the Khawlan on one 
of the company’s pipelines. 
Hum Oil did not confirm that 
report. 

Company engineers told 
AFP that the kidnappers 
wanted the authorities to free a 


tribesman who has been held ' 
for several weeks by Yemeni 
authorities in exchange for fee 
six. 

Daham tribesmen kidnap- 
ped ah American diplomat, 
Haynes Mahoney, in Novem- 
ber and held him for a week. It 
also held two American en- 
gineers from Hunt Oil for five 
days last May. 

The Daham and Khawlan* 
are part of fee Bakii tribal 
group, which is generally loyal 
to Yemeni President Ali * 
Abdallah Saleh. But the 
Khawlan are known to support 
Vice-President Ali Salem Al- 
Bccdh’s YSP. 

The two leaders, the first . 
from fee north and fee second 
from the south, have been split . 
since August over bow to run 
the affairs of Yemen, united in 
May 1990 after three hundred 
years of separation. 

Several other foreigners 
have been abducted in recent 
months by tribes trying to exert 
pressure on the government. • 
which is struggling to cope with 
serious economic and political 
problems. 

Maareb. where the six men 
arc believed to be held, is a 
mountainous region wife some 
peaks as high as 2,000 metres. 

It is controlled by the heavily 
armed Bakii, who have for 
long encroachment on the cen- 
tral government’s authority. 


Political 

accusations 


-President-) SflJfb .aqd.Vfei 
President Beedh meanwhile 
blamed each other for fee deep 
political and economic crisis 
which they said threatened the 
country’s stability and unity. 

The accusations, exchanged 
■m letters and statements on 
Thursday, followed demon- - 
strations in fee capital Sanaa: 
l land in Taiz on Wednesday- 
against soaring prices of basic 
foodstuffs and the decline of 
fee rial. 


Troops have patrolled Sanaa ' 
since the protests erupted and 
shops remained shut on Thurs- 1 
day. Shops also dosed on Fri-> 
day for fee local weekend. | 
President Saleh blamed the- 
coalition government, headed 
t by Haidar Abu Bakr A1 Altai, 
for failing to solve fee econo- 
mic crisis. Vice President 
Beedh accused Mr. Saleh of - 
working against unity. 

The cabinet said on Thurs- 
day it endorsed urgent steps to 
resolve the economic crisis, but 
gave no details. 

Presidents say fee rial has 
fallen sharply mainly because 
of fee political crisis pitting 
Mr. Saleh, who led nonhem 
Yemen until its merger in 
1990. against Mr. Beedh who 
led the south. 


Swiss reject French explanation 


ZURCH (R) — Switzerland’s 
justice minister on Friday de- 
scribed as “wholly inadequate" 
France's explanation for its de- 
cision last week to send home 
two Iranian murder suspects 
wanted in Switzerland. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe earlier denied in a 
radio interview that France 
had given in to pressure over 
the affair, raying his govern- 
ment’s determination to keep 
France from being a base of 
“rnicmational terrorism” was 
beyond doubt. 

“The only explanation that 
we have received, that fee de- 
cision was in the *national in- 
terests’, is wholly inadequate.” 
Swiss Justice Minister Arnold 
Roller told fee Lausanne news- 
paper Lc Nouveau Quotidien 
in an interview. 

Mr. Roller described the 
French decision as regrettable” 
and said the Swiss government 
continued to study fee con- 
sequences. 

“My concern is that this 
should not lead other states to 
follow France's exchange, 
Mr. Roller said. “This case* 
must remain the exception, or 
the fight against terrorism will 
be compromised.” 

The two Iranians, arrested at 


Berne’s request in Paris in 
1992, were wanted by Switzer- 
land for the 1990 murder in 
Geneva of Iranian dissident 
Kazera Rajavj, brother of 
Masoud Rajavi who heads 
Iran's Mujaedeen-c-Khaiq 
guerrilla movement, based in 
Iraq. 

Switzerland lodged a formal 
protest wife France over its 
refusal to extradite the two 
men. saying fee French deci- 
sion to sent them home broke 
the European extradition 
accord. 


Mr . J uppe refused on 
French radio to explain why 
Prime Minister Edouard BaJla- 
dur discounted Switzerland's 
extradition request and re- 
leased Mohscn Sharif-Esfanhi 
and Ahmad Taheri from pris- 
on. 


“We did not bow to any- 
one,” Mr. Juppe said in the 
interview. 


"Wc have shown this several 
times, with the PKK and FIS. 
and it demands a lot of courage 
and determination.” he said,' 
adding: “Fighting terrorism 
docs not mean keeping on our, 
territory those who organise' 

terrorism. 7 

France has banned Kurdish 


groups feat it said acted as 
front organisations for Tur- 
key’s separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) and has 
swooped on suspected sym- 
pattasers of the Algerian fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS). 

The Swiss say the French 
told them approval had been 
given for handing over the two” 
Iranians, but although fee ex- 
tradition was announced sever- 
al times it was never carried 
out. 

Mr. Balladur has said the 
two were sent home for reason 
of state, and Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua has denied 
uwre had been any negotia- 
tions on the matter between 
Pans and Tehran. 

Mr. Roller told the news- 
B a P* r . th ? cxt radiiion to 
Switzerland had been offidafrv 
approved, and that he had 

« expel the two men 

He also denied to the newv- * 

oosid ° f thc problem. 

PJfcM by the twg men say^ 
had not 

any agreement with Frann- 
over fee affair. trance. 
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HFCS fund 

environmental^^^^ Al 

WASHINGTON W—Wf 
fists have pronounced 
luorocarbons (HFCS) — whw* 
act as refrigeration coolanti 
as environmentally, so»n 
'quelling fears they n wglttt t^ 
harmful as the ChlorofiBotol 
carbons (CFCS) they 
“We’ve confirmed sdentt^J 
that 
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friendly,” A.K. Ravislwa^jag^t 
a scientist wife the Natiotsdr ii 


pceanic and Acinoi 
Administration, told . hrau -r^ 

in a telephone rateww.^l , ,*pi - , 

Ravishankara and his qJ oup _ L ■ - 
leagues report on their firafete-*:, (to# 311 . ■ 
in Friday’sbsue of the ^ 

Science , Last year a 
scientists at Oxford UirfVer^f^jr * ** , 
in England and University J* iapiwj- ' 
lege in Dublin speculaWrijfeatflJ^ad 0«b n 
some HFCS actually for *- 
cause more harm to the- otonc c** L, 
than CFCS. Their concerns h* f 

cused on HFCS that ca frtfefcd'^uL> ot N 
an unusually sraUe cqn^m a . ; rf^ ul he 
don of fluorine and- carbon Pre** 


which, they said, .■Mft'pio- Jlias^ 

MW 1|g f ■ u. fi 


duce orone-dcpletmg ^ 

when exposed to mr./Oftne, as* , Lhf 

molecule oonsistingvflf ■. - \fr 




oxygen atoms, is dffinsed;k^ ie Artien c. 


* — . -wMirawir A mCM 

throughzout the upper n&ches **** » 

of Earth’s atmosphere 'and jW ■■ i, lU i 
blocks much of the; harmful 1 

ultraviolet light radiating from .rf* a 


»P 


fee sun by absorbing hi mes . /.Rj 
already are wide ly fee d as a ‘ ‘ ea i 
replacement for CFCS, which 
have been demonstrated to tig- ,^ v 
nifi candy reduce the ■ ozone ^ 


layer ana which are scheduled W- . „ . 

to be phased out worifhnde fey 


1996 according to an*, interna- „ 

■ ■ * *- • ^ u^k :h^n 


tional agreement 

GM models 
most popular 
with thieves 


bdourinRi! 


Jan tAffi 

DETROIT (AP) — Last gear’s Ldfcw S*i 
hottest car was a PWscbc?- 


Mercedes? Lexus? Toyota L^hop^ 


Camry? Ford? Taurus? be^ew 
it or not, the most stotefl carol 
1993 in the United States was 
an antiquated OldsnfobHe.Hie 
1984 Cutlass Supreme- ptaoed 
No. 1. General Motors Oxp. 
products filled every trip Iflriot 
in fee list released by 1 a rin». 
pany that does vehicle rite- 
pons for the insurance fate 
fry,. While there always 
joy riderk,, it's, not 
sfripes that make a 
popular with thievra. '^Tfc 


■ ■ - 

id King r. 


-ra ni billions - 
(tad defence 
:<*E Arabia. N 
Forei 

te Juppe- 
krfts&w Lc 
lajlfeifier Ge 
Luslflagn z n 
d n twnmei 
hf®, ite bus 
sox* sources : 
yrfrsipeaJe ' 
'dim ttcuni 


single most overriding feasri ,1* *. w B 
is the inte rchangea bwty faaAt * ^ . jn 
ns far as fee parts go, n sad. J** !p [ ■ 
William Geen, senior vice lm 

president of CCC btfovntatton f®*™- 
Services Inc. of Chkago/wttcfa „ 

released fee list, “if* toed- Wm 0U 
parts business remmnsfee big ml draws 
business.” Hie Cutlass— the •’ 

1984-87 models occupied r-JSWNCrfAP' 
four of fee top five spots. *?f ft 

you look at fee modd-ycai jjfaiifctotc 
span, there was mrtluflg «xk to , 

to radically change the .vebr- ^rafaisand. v 
de,” Mr. Geen said, Hwtitae JktianClintoi 
of those parts becomes mwefe 1 «vcr to \ 
higher in that you can rod fees ^ After tfv 
for a lot of similar type veN* ^Virginia 
cles. ” GM spokesman Jcwy ^ n® j 0(mn 
Bishop said no one w» 7^145 
mediately available -Jo .cam- d H 0 , 
mem. CCC based ta mnnbefc i ^fcy was bJ 
on the vehicle vahuttfons it, J d* 
does, Mr. Geen said no ace* 
rate way exists to gauge -bow 
many car are stolen each yen 
in the United States because so 
many are uninsured, or pever 
reported stolen. EsthiPiNd by; 
different agencies gO;a!t' 

L5 million, he said, feof'i 
sive efforts by camarfcen, 


erv ; 
' ^ed to 
>«« l.„ 


> jtMttSlil 


police, consumers andVwr».< l * l iEte i . Cn 
to stem car theft have riWWi’fote. «■ 
progress this decade, "f °* 

a hio U.., .A u mif in I A. • ®1 tl 


a big problem, but ift , 

tittle bit of a deni in ft; 


ew' 01 flit 

• a? ta* 


.said. The ’84 Cutfem M 4* 


list for the second ooofectidft n 
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year. The Chevrolet Cubm® 
held the distinction forthefr* 
previous years. FMkntiog fee ,* 

1984 CutUds on the list fen 
3986 Camaro, 2986 Cutfr®. ' 

1987 Cutlass, 1985 Crtlau. \\ , - , 
1987 Camaro, 190*' Brack, te * 
gal, 1987 Chevrolet Cawirt, - 
1991 Chevrolet Tfo.4**Bww*, 
and 1985 Buide Regfl.. 
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Wall torn down ' 
to remove nearly 
half-ton body; 
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BRISBANE (R) — JMerp* 

cy workers had tef tear down 
part of a wall to remove fee 
nearly half-ton body of tra A* sjtffe / 
rtralian man who dk * I hi hh bls~! r 
home, a State Emcrgericy^ef- 
vice worker said Fridays Sa- 
teen police, ambulance* 
fire officers and- 
Emergency Service t® 5 / 
volunteer workers’ wet® 
needed to cany ffxrfxxfr' 

Kenneth Lacer from has 
« Crows Nest in 
Queensland on Jan. ^ 
was a big lad. There*** 
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body onto a truck, said^ iJ-W* 
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